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PART I

TOPICS FOR ORAL A & B & C level exams
| (D@ thi van dép
trong céc ky thi 1dy ching chi A & B & C)



TOPICS FOR ORAL A LEVEL EXAM

(D@ thi vln dap trong céc ky thi ldy chimg chi A)

10.

Good morning/afternoon. How are you ?
Good morning/afterncon. I'm great/fine/O.K., thank you.
And you ? .
How's your mother/father/husband/wife/children ?
She/He is very well, thank you.
They are very well, thank you.
What’s your name/surname(last name)/first name ?
My name is Tran Van Long. My surname is Tran, my
first name is Long.
Would you please spell your name ?
Sure, it’s LLON,G
How old are you ?
I'm twenty (years old).
When/where were you born ?
I was born in 1975 / I was born in HCMC.
What nationality are you ?
I'm Viethamese.
Are you single or married ?
I'm single / I'm married.
When are you going to get married ?
I'm going to get married next year.
I hope to get married in two years.

Have you ever been in love ?

Yes, I've been in love with my next door neighbor.
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How long have you been married ?
I've been married for two years.
I've been married since 1993

How many children do you have ?

I've two children.

I’ve no children.

When did you get married ?

I got married one year ago.

I got married last year.

What career are you going to pursue ? Why ?

I’'m going to become a driver because (since) I enjoy it
and [ also like moving around from place to place.

What level of education do you have ?

I finished high school a couple of years agn. Now I'm
studying at university. (Now I’'m a second.year student

at university.)

What do you do ? What's your job ?

I'm a student./ I'm a driver. / I'm working for (in) a
travel agency.

What school are you attending ?

I go to Le Qui Don High School. 7 I'm attending L¢ Qui Don
Where is your school ? HighSchool, ~
It’s on XVNT Street.

Which office / company /do you work for ? Who do you
work for ?
I work for Saigon Tourist,

Have you taken any courses at a language center ?
Yes, I've taken several courses at a langusage center.

Which language school are you attending ?
I'm attending (I go to) Saigon Language School.
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How often do you go to your English class each week 7 -
I go there (to my English class) three times a week.

Who is your English teacher ?
He is (He's) Mr. Bui Van An. / His name is Mr. Bui Van
An. -

How long have you studied (been studying) English ?
I've studied (been studying) English for two years (since
1993)

How is your English ?
It (My English) is still very (bad).

Why do you study English ?
I study it (English) because I think it will be very useful
in my (future) job.

In your opinion, what are the difficulties in learning
English ?

I think (In my opinion), the difficulties in learning
English are speaking and listening.

What time is it ?

It’s eleven A M. (eleven o'clock)

What's the exact time ?

It's exactly two minutes after eleven. It's 11:02
‘eleven-oh-two’

What day is it ? What day is today ?

'It’s Sunday. Today’s Sunday.

What day was yesterday ?

Yesterday was Saturday.

What was the day before yesterday ?

It {the day before yesterday) was Friday.
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What day is tomorrow?

It’'s Monday.

What's the day after tomorrow?

It's {the day after tomorrow is) Tuesday.

What'’s the date today ? What’s today’s date ?
Today is the first of May (1st of May). Today is May

(the) first (May let).

Today is the tenth of July (10th of July) Today is July
(the) tenth (July 10th).

What time do you get up every day ?
I get up at 6 o’clock every day.

What time do you usually have lunch/dinner ?
I usually have lunch at 12:00 (noon) (12 o’clock).
I usually have dinner at six P.M. (6.00 o'clock).

What time do you usually go to bed.
I usually go to bed at 10:00 P.M.

What do you usually have for breakfast/lunch/dinner ?
I usually have bread and milk for breakfast. I usually
have rice, meat, fish and vegetables for lunch and dinner.

Where do you usually eat your breakfast/lunch/dinner ?
I usually eat (my breakfast/lunch/dinner) at home.

How many days are there in a week ?
There are seven days in a week:

Name the days of the week.
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Satur-
day and Sunday.

How many months are there in a year ?
There are twelve months in a year ?
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Name the months of the year.

January, February, March, April, May, June, July, August,
September, Qctober, November and December.

How many seasons are there in North Vietham ? What
are they ?

There are four seasons in North Vietnam. They are
Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter.

What’s the weather in the summer like, in North
Vietnam?

It (the weather) is hot and humid.

How many seasons are there in South Vietnam? What
are they ?

There are only two seasons and they are the wet season
and the dry one.

When does the rainy season begin in the south ?

It {the rainy season) begins in May or June.
What’s the weather like in the dry season in the south?
It (the weather) is very hot, humid and there's very little
rainfall.
Which season do you like best ? Why ?
I like the dry season best because during this season I
can go out at any time of the day without fear of getting
wet.
What's the weather like today ?
Today is sunny and hot.

Tell me about your family; is it large or small ? is it
rich or poor ?

My family is large and we have enough to eat.

How many people (members) are there in your family?

There are eight people (members) in my family,
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What does your father/mother do ?
My father is a government employee. My mother is a
teacher.

How’s your father/mother ?
He's fine, thank you. She's great, thanks.

What’s your father/mother/husband/wife like ?
My father is generous and friendly.

My mother is sweet and kind.

My husband is very dynamic and hard- workmg
My wife is gentle and patient.

Who do you love more, your mother or your father ?
I love my mother more because (since) she has devoted
her life to us.

How many brothers and sisters do you have ?
I have one brother and two sisters.

Who is the oldest/youngest in your family ?
My brother is the oldest (in my family). I'm the youngest
(in my family).

Are you still living with your parents ?
Yes, I am. / No, I'm not.

Do you still depend on your parents.
Yes, I am still dependent on them. /No, I'm independent
of them.

Where do you live ?
I live in HCMC /1 live in a suburb of HCMC,

What’s your address ?
It’s (my address is) 22/4 (twenty two over four)
Tran Hung Dao Street, District 1, HCMC.



61.

62,

63.

65.

66.

67.

68.

- 69,

How long have you lived in this city ?
I've lived here for twenty years / since 1975 / since I
was born.

How far is it from here to your house ?
It’s about four kilometers (from here to my house). / My
house is about four kilometers from here.

How long does it take you to go from your house to your
school / office ?

It takes me about twenty minutes (to go from my house
to my school{effice))

Would you tell me where the Ben Thanh Market is ?
Sure, it’s downtown, on Le Thanh Ton Street.

How do you go to school f work ?
I go there by bicycle./ I go there on foot / I go there by
motor bike.

How can I get to the nearest post office ?

— You will see the post office on the right, just down
this street or _

— You can walk straight up this street and turn right
at the corner. The post office will be on the left.

What do you usually do in the evening ?
I usually go to my English class in the evening . / 1
usually do my homework in the evening .

What do you usually do on the weekend ?
I usually visit with my friends. / I sometimes go fishing
{ go out for dinner with my family on the weekend .

Do you like to go to the theater or movies ? Why or why
not ?
Yes, I do. I enjoy the theatre because I like live
performances.
(udj) live = e ti&p
- live performances = nhifng cude bidu di&n e 6idp
To visit with = d€n thim (dac bigt ia d& win chuyén)
10
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I like going to the movies because 1 can
relax and be entertained.
Do you like going to concerts ? Why or Why not ?
Yes, T do. I love to hear good music live rather than on
a tape or disc.
How often do you go to a movie (the movies) / the theater
/ a concert (concerts) ?
I go to a movie (the movies) almost every week. / I go
to the theater about every other month (every second
month). I go to a concert {concerts) about ance & month.

Have you ever been to Hanoi / Nba Trang / Da Lat ?
Yes, 1 have. I've been to Nha Trang } Da Lat several
times. / I’ve been to Hanoi twice.

No, I haven’t. / No, T have never been there.

Do you often have picnics with your family / friends ?
Yes, we often have picnics together in the summer.

Where do you like to spend your holidays (vacation) ?
Why ?

I like going to Da Lat because it is quiet, beautiful and
the weather is very pleasant.

Have you got any special interests, outside your job ?
Yes, I do. When I am not working, I enjoy (like) music
and am learning how to play the piano.

Yes, I'm very interested in listening to music and painting.

What are your hobbies ?
-~ My hobbies are growing flowers and repairing
things or/My hobby is stamp collecting.

What do you like to do in your free time (leisure time)?
I like going fishing (in my free timefleisure time)
(udv) live = inre 1icp :

‘I'v hesr ... live = nghe ... trfc ti€p hon 1a

rather than = hon 14 T 11



7.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

I enjoy reading non fiction books and watching videos
(in my free time/leisure time).
What T.V. programs do you like to watch ?

I like to watch filmed theatrical shows and the evening
news,

What kinds of books do you like to read ?

[ like reading non fiction / fiction / adventure / biographies
{ romance / comic books.

What kinds of films do you like to watch ?

I like watching documentary / comedy / adventure /
romantic movies (films),

What kind of food and drinks do you like ?

I like typical Vietnamese food and drinks, such as spring
rolls with chili sauce and coconut milk.

Where do you like to go shopping ?

I usually shop at the Ben Thanh Market because

everything I need can be found there. T also enjoy the
energy of the market.

What should you do before buying a valuable item ?
Before buying something valuable, I first must think
about whether I really need it or not.

Should we bargain over prices before buying ? Why ?
Yes, we should definitely bargain as merchants usually
ask for a much higher price than the true value.

Do you know which shopping center is the best in this city?

Yes, I do. You should go to the Tax Commercial House.

Have you ever taken sleeping pills ? Why or why not ?

I've never taken them (sleeping pills) because I think

they apelharmful to my health rather thap [ good (for
my health). '

12
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Have you ever gone to a doctor ? Why or why not ?
Yes, 1 sometimes go to see a doctor because my health
is my most important asset. I can also receive proper
medical attention and recover quite rapidly.

When did you graduate from high school ?

1 graduated from high school two years ago.

When will you graduate from university ?

I will graduate (from university) in three years / three
years from now. '

What will you do if you pass the examinations ?
If I pass the examinations , I'll continue to study English
until T have a proper command of it.

What will you do after your graduation from high school
{/ university ?

I'll go to college / university after high school . or

I'll look for a job in my field of study (when I finish
university).

How long do you practise English every day ?
I practice English for about one hour each day.

Why are there so many people interested in studying
English ?

I think so many people are interested in studying
English because it is becoming more and more essential
in the work-place/or I think so many people are interested
to learn English because it is becoming more and more
essential to their job.

Where is English spoken as the first language / second
language ?
English is spoken as the first language in Britain (England),
the United states of America, Canada, Australia, New

13
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Zealand etc.... English is spoken as the second language
in Malaysia, Singapore, India, the Philippines atc...

Which languages are internationally used besides
English?

French, Chinese, Spanish are internationally used be-
sides English.

Which job do you think is the most interesting ? Why?
Teaching is the most interesting job for me because
through teaching I can help other as well as myself
broaden our knowledge.

Which means of transport would you like to take for
your travel to Dalat, for example ? Why ?

I'd like to take a car for my travel to Dalat for example,
because travelling by car is fun and more convenient
than travelling by any other means of transport, It allows
me to regulate my own time, I can start whenever I wish.

What is the population of our city J country ? Do you
know ?

Yes, I do. The population of our city is over 5 miilion
{(five million). The population of cur country is 72 million
(seventy two million).

When was our city established ? Can you guess ? Yes,
I can. Our city was established almgpst (nearly) three
hundred years ago, under the Nguyen Dynasty.

What are some interesting sights in HCMC ?

Some interesting sights are the Nha Rong Port, the Zoo,
the Duc Ba Cathedral, the Vinh Nghiem Pagoda and the
Dam Sen Amusement Park.

What are your next-door neighbors like?

14
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My next-door neighbors are very cooperative, friendly and
helpful.

Name some scenic historical places in our country.
Some scenic places are Halong Bay, Huong Son Pagoda,
Ho Tay Lake and Hai Van Pass.

Some historical places (in our country) are the Imperial
City of Hue, Ho Guom Lake and the Co Loa Citadel,

Have you ever heard of Halong Bay ? Why is it famous?
Yes, I have, It’s famous for its natural beauty and
romantic scenery.

How is your relationship with your parents/neighbors?
I get along very well with my parents as I've always
loved and respected them.

My relationship with my neighbors is very good and we
often visit with one another.

Hew is the traffic in this city ?
It's (the traffic is) very congested and is getting worse
each day.

What solution can you suggest to solve the traffic
problem ?

I think to solve this problem the police should severely
punish those who violate traffic laws. To do that, the
police should have tighter control over traffic enforce-
ment in this city. I also think our city should pass more
regulations concerning trucks and cars emitting
pollutants.

What is the air and water like in our city ?

The air and water in our city is very polluted and is
reaching intolerable levels, I think it is affecting the
health of every citizen here.

15
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What should our government do to solve the environ-
mental problem ?

In my opinion, the government should re-locate the
factories outside the city limits and penalize people for
littering, I also think there should be stronger controls
for vehicles.

Do you believe in the future of our country ? Why or
why not ?

Of course, I do ! I believe cur economy is growing and
the standard of living is increasing. Moreover, the
abundant natural resources and the diligence of our
people allow me to expect a very bright future for our
country.

Are you interested in politics > Why or why not?
Yes, I'm very interested in politics because what is
decided by politics will affect my future. The political
domain is where our economic growth will be determined
which, in turn, will be a decisive factor in all other
growth areas of Vietnam.

Would you like to work for a foreign company ? Why
or why not ?

Yes, I'd love to work for a foreign company because 1
want to learn from foreigners such things as technology,
business practice and expertise. I think it would be a
very positive experience. However, I wouldn’t want to
work for a boss who is too demanding or aggressive,
whether heisa foreigner or not.

Which sport(s) do you like to play ?

I like playing volleyball and badminton.

I like to play football and tennis.

I enjoy swimming.

16



111. What are some benefits of sport and physical exercise?
They both (sport and physical exercise) help us to stay
in good shape, enjoy good health and ensure a longer
life. They are also a good source for releasing tension
and stress.

112. Tell me about your future plans ?
I plan to finish university and study English until I
feel I am confident about using (speaking) the language.
I will then be qualified for a good job and be able to
converse with native speakers.

113. What changes have occurred in our country during the
last few years ?
Many changes have occurred in Vietname. Our economy
keeps growing, our standard of living is rising, more
and more people are attending post-secondary institu-
tions {colleges: universitics) and our doors are opening up
to other countries and investments.

114, How do you feel about fashion ?
I am interested in fashion because I take pride in my
personal appearance. I alse like to loock my best, so [
watch fashion trends and try to keep my wardrobe up
to date. T am able to do this, even on a modest budget,
because I can sew and I am a frugal shopper.

115, How do you feel dbout AIDS ?
AIDS or SIDA is a terrible disease and I hope we can
find a solution soon. Of course, we should do our best
to avoid it and keep well informed of its progress. Those
who have conlracted {acquired) the disease should be
kept under tight control and given proper treatment.

116. Who is the President / Prime Minister of our country?

17
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Mr. Le Duc Anh is the President of our country.
The Prime Minister of our country is Mr. Vo Van Kiet.

Tell me about one aspect of our national history.

Our country has been involved in heroic struggles
against aggressors. Throughout our history, Vietnamese
people have been peace-loving. We have joined as one
to fight, when necessary, for the preservation of our
independence and territorial integrity.

Tell me a little about President Ho.

President Ho, or Uncle Ho {(usually addressed by the
Vietnamese} was a great patriot of our nation. He
devoted all his life to the independence of our country,
to the freedom of our people to the happiness and
prosperity of our future.

Where can we buy articles at fixed prices 7

We can buy articles at fixed prices in state-run department
stores and supermarkets.

How can you distinguish a genuine thing from a false one ?
We can distinguish a genuine thing from a false one by
looking at the make of the item. The make of a genuine
thing is usuaily printed clearly and finely on the item. The
false items makers can't do it properly. Apart from that,
the shape and look of a false item usually are coarser than
those of a genuine one.

Where are second-hand things on sale in our city ?

Do you know ?

Yes, sure. Second-hand things are on sale at open-air
markets and private shops on 3/2 street and on the
pavement or sidewalks of many streets.

Why is it necessary to ask for a guarantee when we buy an
expensive thing, a television set for example ?
It 15 necessary to ask for a guarantee when we buy an

18
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expensive thing because this is the proof (evidence) o
quality of the product, A guarantee allows the customer to
be sure that his or her purchased item is worthy of the
money he or she paid for it. Also, should the item become
faulty, the company will repair it for free.

How many foreign languages can you speak ? What are
they 7 (or What is it?)

I can speak two foreign languages which are English and
Chinese or | can speak one foreign language which is
English.

What are the lowest and ﬁighest temperatures of today ?
Do you know ?

The lowest temperature of today is 25°C (twenty-five
degrees centigrade) while the highest temperature is 36°C
(thirty-six degrees centigrade)

What will the weather be like tomorrow, according to the
weather forecast 7

According to the weather forecast, it wil! be sunny and hot
tomorrow.

Do you get along with your brothers and sisters / friends
and classmates ?

I usually get along very well with my brothers and sisters
as well as with my friends and classmates because if I
behave well towards them, they will, in tum, have some
respect, responsibility and trust towards me.

How do you behave towards your teachers 7
1 behave very well towards my teachers since I always have
respect and love for them. 1 owe my teachers all the

knowledge I'm now acquiring, even the proper way of
living my life.

What should we do to keep ourselves healthy ?
We should do physical exercises, play sports and go on a
proper diet to keep ourselves healthy physically. (iond
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books, films and good deeds keep ourselves healthy
mentally.

Have you ever gone to the hospital? Why or Why not ?

Yes, | have sometimes gone to the hospital to get a general

check-up so that I can always have information about my
health. Only then, can | make sure that my health is OK
and have peace of mind. Going to the hospital can also
help me prevent incidental diseases.

Have you got health insurance ? What are its benefits ?

Yes, | have got health insurance. The benefits of health
insurance are that I'll have medi care (medical care) in
case ['m sick and get hospitalization. Apart from that, "1l
be reimbursed for the money I've spent in accidents (if
any). .

How are the streets in the city centre 7

The streets in the city centre are mostly smooth and large.
However, they are always crammed with people and
vehicles, therefore they are congested in rush hours,

How are the streets in the outlying districts ?
The streets in the outlying districts are mostly in poor
condition, bumpy and without traffic lights.

How many districts are there in our city ?
There are twelve districts in the city proper and six
districts in the outlying areas.

What are the major problems of our city ? Do you know 7
The major problems of our city are many. Let me tell you
some of them. They are

— overpopulation — pickpocket’s theft

- inadequate housing — unemployment

— environmental pollution

— Traffic — jams

— drug — addiction

etc. ..
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How many hours a day do you study / work ?
I study / work / cight hours a day.

IHow many days do you work / go to school / go to work ?
1 work / go to school / go 1o work / six days a weck.

What do you want to be when you grow up ?
1 want to be an architect / a tour-guide (tourist guide), a
teacher when [ grow up.

Have you got any special interests other than your job ?
Yes, sure, [ have got several interests other than my job.
They are painting, playing the guitar, collecting stamps,
sewing, cooking,

What do you do for recreation / entertainment 7

I usually play sports such as tennis, badminton or go
swimming, to a Karaoke coffee - shop for recreation /
entertainment.

What's your lavourite kind of music ?

My tavourite kind of music is chamber music / pop music /
folk music {traditional music)

What kinds of films / plays / would you like to sec ?

I would likc to see documenttary films / comedy films /
adventure films / romance films / plays with dialogues /
modern plays / old forms of theatrical plays (old forms of
stage plays = chéo, hat bd)

Whalt do you do to improve your English ?

To improve my English, 1 must try to lsten to news
presented in English on TV or radio, practise {praclice)
speaking English with my teachers and my classmates as
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often as possible. Also watching English films, learning to
sing English songs will help me a lot.

How will you use English in the future ?

I'm sure (that) ['ll have to use English in my future job.
Apart from that I'll use English to broaden my knowladge
in whatever fields of activities I'm interested in.

Do you find English difficult ?

Yes, |ind it (English) difficult,

How is English used in your country ?7

English is used in diplomacy, day - to - day contact with
forcign investors, in school, in many ficlds of endeavour
such as business, research, tourism etce .

How many rooms are there in your house ? What arc they
used for ? .

There are sceveral rooms in my house. They are used for
receiving guests, cating, cooking, sleeping, washing and
bathing,.

Whalt ix the turniturc in your house like ?

"The furniture in my house is simple but valuable. 1t consits
ol antique pieces such as lables, chairs, sofas, beds,
wardrobus,

What do you usually buy when shopping ?

[ uwsually buy nccessary things such as clothes, shoces,
toothpaste, soap cte. when shopping. Sometimes [ buy
books, notebooks for my school-work.

Where do you ofien have your motorbike repaired ?

I olten have my motorbike repaired at a small repair-shop
with which I've been acquainted for a long time. The
service there is guaranieed, yel the charge is acceptable.
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What are the advantages and disadvanlages of travelling
by planc ?

Travelling hy planc is quick and convenient. In less than a
few hours we can reach a far-away destination and
experience a completely different country. However, air-
travel is not as safe as travel by land. The cost incurred in
an air-travel is often high, So many people can't atford i,
Would you like 10 travel by car or by train ? Why ?

I'd like o travel by car because travelling by car is fun and
more convenicnt than travelling by any other means ol
transport. | can start whenever | like and stop wherever |
wish. Also, | can have oplions open to me to travel
different routes.

How often do you have yeur hair cut ?

i usually have my haircut once a month,

How much do you spend on gasoline for your motorhike
cvery month !

I oficn spend about 40,000 Victnamese dong ($ VN
40.000) on gasoline for my motorbike every month.
Who(m) do you olten go shopping with ?

1 often go shopping by myscll / with my Family / with some
ol my fricnds,

120 you do physical excreise every morning ? How long do
you praciise {praclice) it ?

Yes, [do. | practise (practice) it one hour every day.

Who is the mayor of Ho Chi Minh city 7

The mayor of HCM city is Mr "Truong Tan Sang / Mr
Truong Tan Sang is the mayor of HCM city.
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1. Personal Identification (Self Introduction)

I'm Vo Thi Phuong. I'm 20 years old. I am still single and
living with my parents, who [ still depend on for everything. I have
3 brothers and 2 sisters. At the moment, my brothers and I are all
studying at University. I'm a second year student, taking courses
on South East Asia at HCMC Open University. [ go to school 6 days
a week, with only Sunday off. Although my family isn’t very rich,
my parents have always wanted me to study until I finish university
and have a good command of the English language. I am doing my
best to study hard, so that my parents can be proud of me.

2. House and Home.

My house isn’t very big, but it is cosy and clean. My parents
bought it a long time ago. It’s conveniently located near markets
and schools and not far from the downtown area. My parents have
always taken great pride in and care of our home and have made it

avery nice place to come back to, People say, “Men make houses,
women make home,” This is true of my home, as my mother takes
great care of all of us. She is a terrific cook, so I never miss a family
meal. Actually, our meals together are one of the highlights at my
house. Everyone has something to say, so sometimes it can get quite
noisy. We all look forward to this special time together to share our
day’s activities, discuss current issues and sometimes even a bit of
gossip, in a caring and friendly atmosphere. Each member of my
family shares in the household chores, although my mother is the
one who assigns them. In summary, Ican truly say there is no place

like home.
(N) highlight = phan hitng thii nhat, & day ia hic hitng thd nhat -
there is no place like home = & diu ciing ching bling d nha minh
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4. Life at home.

I get up very early in the morning to do my morning exercises
and then have breakfast. I usually listen to the news on the radio
or read the paper at this time. [ leave for school at 7:00 o’clock and
usually return home at 5:00 o’clock. I don’t go home for lunch, so
I eat with my classmates in the cafeteria. When I come home from
school, [ help my mother prepare for dinner, I often stay home in
the evening, watching T.V. or studying. I don't like to go out because
of my heavy schedule - T need my rest ! Qur house is falrly quiet
during the week, asa we all either have to work or go to school early
in the morning. Of course, Sunday is everyone’s free time, so there

are always a lot of activities in my house on that day. I know my
home life might sound routine, however, I enjoy it.

4. Education and Future Careers

In the urban areas of Vietnam, most young people go to college
or university, after 12 years of elementary and high school. 1 was
very fortunate to receive a scholarship and so my parents don’t have
to pay my tuition, although they help me out with lunch money and
other achool expenses. Most university programs consist of 4 or 5
years of study. I am in a 5 year Engineering program and I also
study English part-time in the evening. There are many universities
to choose from, but I think my university is the best ! There is a
wide variety of fields of study to choose from, for example business
management, economics, education and engineering. The enrollment
is high at my university - over 5,000 students. Class sizes
can be iarge but the professors do their best to give individual
attention as much as possible.
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5. Free time, entertalnment.

fonly have Sunday off, so | have very little free time. Sunday
is a wonderful day for me to spend time with friends and family.
One of the things [ really enjoy doing on Sunday morning is to go
fishing with my friends, although T am not always successful in
catching fish. It is a time to relax and talk about the previcus week’s
events and future plans. I usually go back home in the late afternoon.
My family often joins other relatives on Sunday evening at a karaoke
restaurant and we all have a good time together. It is especially fun
when my father gets up to sing. Please don’t tell him I said this,
but he is a very bad singer ! Once in a while I will go to a movie
on Sunday with my friends or my brother. Sometimes, though, I
just atay home, listening to music, watching videos or reading. Do
you feel bored when you hear about my free time, teacher ?

8. Travel.

At present, in Vietnam, travel ig rather difficult. We have few
roads and the ones we have are often very crowded and in poor
condition. It takes a long time to drive somewhere. We also have a
railway system that connects HCM City with Henoi. I believe there
are 3 or 4 trains a day to choose from each day, The traine are old,
but are usually pretty reliable, I think it is very romantic to travel
by train and I love the “click-clack” sound of the wheels. Vietnam
Airlines have improved quite a bit over the last 2 years and their
reputation is spreading world-wide. There are many flights now both
inside and outside the country, I would say most people in Vietnam
travel by motorbike or bicycle, as cars are still a luxury. Ancther
way of getting around cities is using a cyclo. I don’t think you will
see these in any other country, so they are rather unique.
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7. Shopping .

I usually work hard during thh week, therefore whenever I
have a day off, I like to do something to relax both physically and
mentally. Shopping is one activity that satisfies me. What could be
more pleasant than touring around the market. It's a great place
for watching people as well as sceing all the different merchandise
for sale. Everything I need is at the market. such as clothes,
housewares, hardwares, bicycles and even live chickens ! It is a place
full of energy and activity. I often go to the market, even if I've
nothing special in mind to buy - although, 1 will admit, there is
always something I want ! There is such a wide variety of items
available that you can usually get things at a very reasonable price.

8. Food and drink

In general, I would say that Vietnemese people have a very
healthy diet. We eat a lot of vegetables, {ruit and fish and very little
meat. The base of our diet is rice, which we eat very day, in one
form or another. Our diet has been influenced by Malaysia. China
and France, so it is very diverse. One course can be spicy and the
next could be sweet. Soft drinks, such as soda, coca cola and 7 up
are available here, but we also have many delicious fruit drinks,
(which 1 think are much healthier for you). There is a variety
of domestic and foreign beer and wine, although its consumption is
very low. Many women in Vietnam have never tasted alcohol.

9. Foreign language

Almost everyone I know has studied a foreign language to one
degree or another. It is said, “you will never understand ancther
country until you can speak their language”. I agree because the
way people express themselves in their own language gives one a
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great insight into their culture. I also think that learning a new .
language will never do you any harm, rather it will be very useful.
Right now there is a big emphasis in Vietnam on learning the English
la.nguage, as it is one of the bridges to our future. It has just recently
been announced that all employees of government institutions are
strongly encouraged to be fluent in English by 1997. English is a
way to exchange history, ideas and other information with so many
_ dtfferent countnes ! J ust think that most leadmg countries in the

world now havve Enghsh as their first or second Ianguage

10, Wenthef.

The northern area of Vietnam enjoys 4 seasons, while the
southern regions only have two, namely wet and dry. Some say there
are 2 temperatures in the south - bearable and unbearable ! The
mountain regions can be cold, even in the south, however I wouldn’t
compare them to the cold of the Himalayas. During the wet season,
which runs from June to October, there will be precipitation almost
every day. It brings about a pleasant cooling off of the temperature,
but it can sometimes cause floods. The coast of Vietnam experiences
a stormy season during the months of June and July, but I don't
think the storms are as severe as the typhoons of Japan or the
hurricanes of the Caribbean. Of course, there is no snow in Vietnam.
Our only experience of it is through pictures or films. Quite frankly,
that is enough experience for me !

11. Relationships with others.

In my family, there is a great love and respect for my parents.
All my brothers and sisters count on them for guidance and support.
My parents are easy to talk to and are always ready to listen. They
have high expectations for all their children, but that does not mean
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. we can’t have fun together. Our family meails are often full of lively
conversation ! I would say ] get along best with my older brother.
We are only three years apart in age and so we have similar interests
and hangoutwith the same group of friends. I can say our relationship
is friendly - most of the time ! We sometimes argue about career
choices, music and film stars, however, it is all done in a loving way
and never comes to blows ! Most young people in Vietnam have
many friends as opposed to just one or two. We do many things in
groups and enjoy the diversity of knowing many different people.

12. Health and welfare

I think that most people in Vietnam take their health very
seriously. Proper diet, exercise and minimal amounts of smoking or
drinking are ways to stay fit both in mind and body. Should the
need arise, there are hospitals and clinics available in the urban
areas. Unfortunately, the rural areas are still in great need of proper
health care. One of the problems is that some areas are very hard
to get to, being isolated in a village with no road access. I know our
government is doing the best it can and hopefully, in the near future,
health care will be at everyone’s fingertips. We also have social
services, such as institutions for the physically or mentally disabled
and orphanages. We do not have a pension system in place, so
children are expected to look after their parents in their older years.

13. Services

Our country has all the necessary services that link us together
and with the outside world. Right now, we are a little behind, but
we are growing in leaps and bounds every year. We have postal
services, faxes, telephones, use of satellites and computers. Unfor-

{Expression) in place = diu ra diy (in the usual or proper position)
29



tunately, it is still pretty costly; in fact, did you know that long
distance telephone rates are among the highest here than anywhere
in the world ? Apart from communication facilities, our hotet and
restaurant industry is growing rapidly. Just take a walk down any
street in HCM City and you will see all kinds of construction! Office
buildings, showrooms and apartment complexes are virtually rising
out of the ground. Transportation, via air, is one of the concentrations
of cur government.

14. Piaces

There are so many beautiful places to go to in Vietnam. it's
really hard lor me to name my favorites. Our country may be small,
but it offers a variety of lcrrains. Between the rich cultivation area
of the Mekong Delta to the rugged shores of Halong Bay, you can
enjoy cool mountain villages or breezy, sunny beaches.

All in all, places of wcrest are numerous and we'll never get
bored visiting them. For example, Hanoi is the place where many
historical relics can be found. Its beautiful weather in Autumn is
usually a theme for poets to write their poems. Then, Hue offers
strikingly beautiful sights of the Huong River and the Ngu Mount.
Its imperial places and mausoleums fascinate us. Dalat is also an
unforgettable place for holiday makers thanks to its ideal weather

all the year round. Ho Chi Minh City is also famous for its beautiful
Saigon river port and many other things such as vast shopping
centres, luxurious hotels and restaurants.

(udv) virtually = almost = hau nhy. gan nhyr
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15. Would you prefer to have an expensive and
ostentatious wedding with lots of guests or a simple and
quiet one ?

My wedding day is the most important day of my life. |
would prefer it to be spent with close friends and family rather
than a room full of strangers. I want to be surrounded by the few
people who know me and my spouse intimately. | want to have
(fecl) all the love and support that only this group can give me.

On the other hand, there are some who like to have
huge, extravagant partics to celebrale their wedding day. [ feel
this is a waste of money. ['m not getting married to impress
anyone but to enter a very ‘solemn commitment to another
person. The actual wedding is a marriage of families with close
tfricnds as witnesses, | feel that an expensive and ostentatious
wedding will diminish the importance of that special day. It
would sccm more impersonal than a small wedding.

In summary, ! feel that having a small, quiet, but
intimate wedding brings all participants closer together. Bonds
ar¢ madc and love and joy are shared. It’s not necessary for me
to show olt, trying to impress a large crowd and as a result, I'll
begin my new life with my spoust in debt. As the proverb says,
“Lnough is as good as feast”

(adj) impersonal = not showing or involving human feelings =
khdng biéu 16 hodc thim dugm tinh ngudi.

i:nough is as good as fcast = thich chi hon phié qui (vui vé hon 1A
phd tnfong sy giaw cd)
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TOPICS FOR WRITTEN A & B & C LEVEL EXAMS
(Céc db thi viét cac ching chi quéc gia A&B&C)

1. Language Learning

To really understand a culture, you must speak the language.
-1t is not only the foundation of communication, but also the basis
of social hierarchy, protocol and humor. You can learn much of how
people relate to each other, by knowing the way(s) in which they
speak to one another. By understanding the language, you can
understand behavior. Through knowing the language, you can
comprehend the national sense of humor, The first thing to do, when
acquiring a new language, is to listen to it. Let the sounds flow over
you, even if you don’t understand any of the words. Before I studied
a language. I listened to others talking, watched local T.V. shows
and listened to music presented in that language . When I began
my lessons, I already had a sense of what the language sounded like,
and it was not so completely foreign to me.

It is very important to use the language as often as you can.

" «Use it or lose it», as the experts say. Even saying the simplest

_ phrases over and over h_eips_ you to absorb new phrases you will learn

in the future. The lesfrning process should be in a spira] direction,

always beginning from a solid base of vocabulary and grammar that
you have already accomplished.

Learning a language shows initiative, diligence and intelligence.

Apart from that, learning a new language can be fun. You
meet new friends and together you tackle what first seems
insurmountable, and yet, little by little you begin to understand,
speak, learn and communicate. It can give you a real sense of
accomphishment

Fo tackle = ging sitc lam
8 gdng khic phuc
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There is a trend, all over the world, to learn English, It seems
that English has become the international language of business. Most
leading countries in the world speak English, or have English as a
recognized second language. You can open up many doors, if you
master this language.

In closing, learning a new language will always be helpful. I
can well imagine an employer saying, “Well, we'd like to hire this
person because he speaks three languages instead of just one !”

(Conj) yet = tuy viy, nhung

2. Habﬁa

Everyone has habits; some good and some bad. When people
are nervous, they display some of the strangest habits. I have several
male friends who will sit and move their knees rapidly up and down,
when they are in a stressful situation. On the other hand, I've
witnessed many female friends play with their hair. Some people
chew their fingernails, while others will constantly play with an
object in their hand such as.an eraser, pen, etc. These habits can
be very distracting to the listener, yet the speaker rarely is aware
of what he or she is domg

How do you begin your day ? Do you do the same thing every
* morning ? Morning habits are different for each person, but generally
most would agree that if you have a good moruning routine, you will
begin your day on a positive note. In my case, it is very important
to have a lot of time in the morning. I like to take a shower, listen to
the news or read the paper and leisurely plan my day, while having
 coffee and a light breakfast, When I have to rush in the morning,
my whole day seems to be out of order

Successful students are. the ones who have developed good study
habits. They will set aside a period of time every day to review
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their notes, practice a lesson and finish their homework. The
successful worker is one who is punctual, organizes time properly,
_ in order to be most productive. He always stays at work until he
meets his daily goals.

Heving positive habits in our work, study and social life can
prompt us to be preductive, pleasant and successful individuals.

(N) note = sign, hint = d#u hiby, sy am chi

(adj) positive = tich cuc, x4y dyng.

3. Hobbies:

Haobhies are those things that we can indulge ourselves in and
not feel guilty about wasting time. Hobbies can help us to relax.
They also further stimulate our creative and intellectual growth.
Habbies can be a solitary venture or ones that involve others. My
father has combined the two types. He grows flowers at home. He
ig also an active member in our community’s horticultural society.
He enjoys learning about new strains of plants, how to grow them
and under what circumstances it’s best for them to thrive. The
horticultural society gives him an opportunity to share his hobby
with others with a common interest. A month or two before Spring
arrives, our house is full of seedlings. Every shelf, every extra space
is used for beginning of new flowers, which will be transplanted
when the winters frost no longer is a threat. My father waters and
monitors his little newly-born flowers.As we have a large garden my
father’s hobby is a monumental task. He has a lof of work ahead of
him in the early Spring when he begins to transplant all the new
flowering (flowery) plants.

Hobbies are an enjoyable activity that helps make us
well-rounded humans.
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(N) horticulture: cong vide lam vudn; (adj) horticultural: thude
cong vige lam vudn

(N) flower: hoa, bdng, cfty c6 hoa

(Compound Noun) flowering plant: c&y nd hoa; flowery plant:
cly c6 nhigu hoa

To monitor  quan sit thudng xuyen theo dGi thudng xuyén
{Compound adj) well-rounded: to&n dign.

4, Vacation

To many, this is the best eight-letter word in the English
language. A vacation is always something to look forward te and
provides us with a much needed rest from the hard work of our
daily lives. It is a breather, a respite, a chance to recuperate and a
very neccessary part of our life. Many people like to spend their
holidays away from home, to have a chance to really relax, ignore
the daily task and just enjoy lifc. A new location can also be
stimulating in that you can meet new people, try difterent foods,
and see different scenery. There are others who like to spend their
vacation at home, near their family and friends. Perhaps it 15 a
chance for them to catch up on all the gossip, spend time
with loved ones, or just catch up on reading.

I have a friend who is a doctor. His favorite way to spend a
well-earned vacation is to travel to the countryside and assist at
village clinics. He will work 12-14 hour shifts, sharing his expertise
with the local medical teams. He is a very dedicated professional,
who derives great pleasure from helping others, learning about other
cultures and actively challenging himself in his chosen field.

On the other hand, I have a friend who works in the hospitality
industry and he talks to and meets people every day. His idea of a

- 35



good vacation is to unplug his phone, stock up on a few good recent
videos and become a hermit. He will spend his vacation eating all
his favorite junk food and watching movies.

My idea of a perfect vacation is to combine the two. I like to
have time to myself in order to do all those little chores that pile
up over time. [ also like to spend time with friends, doing activities
that I can never find the time to enjoy during a regular work week.

Whether your vacation is an active or inactive one, it still is
defined as the same. A vacation is a time to do whatever you like
and we each choose many different ways to spend our vacations,
depending on our tastes, likes and interests.

(N} breather: respite: lic nghi ngui

{Compound adj Adv + PP) well-earned: rewarding, worth while
= hiu ich, xing d4ng.

5. Sports

The idea of sport has been around since the early Greeks, and
probably even earlier. The Olympics began as a venue for socializing
with neighboring villages and displaying physical endurance and
strength of the most athletic citizens. As the Olympics grew, many
countries joined in. Generally, a country becomes ;well - known because
of its athletes. For example, Asians are known for their prowess in
table tennis, while North Americans are known for their skill in
baseball. Competition is a healthy activity whether it is against your
own individual limits, another individual or a group.

Many people engage in some type of physical activity. Some
prefer contact sports, such as rugby, soccer and hockey, while others
prefer non-contact sport such as swimming, badminton and tennis.
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. Whatever your preference, participating in spot;ts prolongs life, builds
strength and endurance and helps ease stress,

(N) Venue: noi hdi hop

To be around: to be available: ¢6 sfin, hién hitu

(N) Prowess: outstanding skill: syt khéo léo, tai gidi xuiit séc,
tuygt sdo

6. Famous people '

Famous people come from all walks of life; from politicians
to movie stars, from athletes to gods. Some people are born into
fame, such as the British Royal Family. Some people become famous
for all the wrong reasons, like Hitler. A person can be famous in
his or her own circle of friends or neighborhood, beause of a special
skill. My next door neighbor, in my hometown, makes the best spring
. rolls T have ever tasted. Although she is not a millionaire, nor a
celebrity all over the country, she is distinguished in our village.

{ can’t imagine being a famous person. I think it would bring
a certain amount of hardship and public responsibility into your life.
Everyone would know where you are going, what you are saying and
doing, and how you are living. Privacy would be a very difficult
thing to attain and it would be very hard to enjoy the simple things
in life, like going fishing with your friends. I never want to become
* too famous because if I were famous, I couldn’t maintain my privacy
any more.

7. Frlendship

Perhaps one of the most important things in life is to have
good, lasting friendships. Friends make life interesting and so much
fun. They make us laugh; they make us think. They provide:
opportunities to do things that we cannot do alone. They help us to
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find new interests. They give us support and help when we need.
They provide us with the companionship to make us happy.

“The only way to get a friend is to be one”, said Ralph Waldo
Emerson. We must improve our fundamental selves if we are to
have good friends. In order to do so, we have to understand our
limitations, expand our intelligence, pursue interests and be at peace
with ourselves. Only when we love ourseives, can we then begin to
love others. We can give our friends support when necessary,
encourage them, and make them feel important. We can do this
because we have a strong sense of self. Doing things out of love and
respect for a friend make us worthy of the trust and support they
return to us. Then they will, in turn, fee] they have some responsibility,
Tespect and trust toward us.

In conclusion, friendships are important and they grow from
common interests, from doing things together, for one another and
from sharing thoughts, feelings and confidences.

(prep) out of: do, vi bai
to be to + Inf = ¢6 ¥ dinh hodc muc dich lam gl
8. Love ¢é nhiém vy phidi lam gi

There are so many things in this world to love ! From delicious,
rich chocolate 1o good music; from a beautiful sunnset to a new
wardrobe. Generally, though, when we talk of love we refer to that
love between humans. There are various forms of this type of love,
too. The love of a mother to her children is very different from the
love between two sweethearts. Sometimes love can be one-sided, such
as a fan to their idol. Sometimes a person can really love another,
yet reciprocation may not occur. This can be very frustrating.

As we grow older, I believe our concept of love changes and
matures. There is a big difference between the “puppy love” of a
young school aged child and the adult, intellectual love of a grown up.

school-aged child = difc bé & tudi hoc trd
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People talk of “love at first sight”.Yet,I think the term would '
be more true if it was “attraction at first sight”. I believe true love
takes time to develop and happens over a lengthy period of time,
getting to really know and understand each other. Sometimes we
see a person in a room and an attraction begins. Is it a chemical
reaction in our body ? So say some scientists. Is it the other person’s
appearance, stance, way of speaking and body language compelling
them to us ? So say the psychologists.

Whatever the reasons, there is always the chance that love
may follow and the only way to really find out loveis to be the
first to say “hello”.

(N) Stance: ddng ding, ddng dip; to mature: chin mui, thanh
thue, chin chén.

10. Spare time

“Tt is impossible to enjoy doing nothing if one does not have
a lot to do”. Jerome K. Jerome makes a good argument ! If we have
too much spare time, we become bored easily and are boring people.
If we can take a moment for ourselves in our busy schedules and
truly enjoy it, we can continue back into our routine feeling refreshed
and rejuvenated.

Many people fill their days with so many activities that they
have no free time. This makes for a hectic and unfullfilling life. A
person will feel he/sheis on a treadmill and begin to “burn-out”.
These are the people who complain there is never enough time in
the day. They keep going around and around in circles.

On the other hand, a positive and productive person knows
the value of taking a few moments throughout the day to relax go

" for a short walk, or sit in the park for a few moments. In our
school there are fifteen-minute breaks between -

Irlve at first sight = tinh yéu bdc phdt ngay lic mdi gap nhau 1in
dau
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classes and it gives everyone a chance to prepare for their next
lesson, have a cup of tea or just chat with colleagues. It is important
for us all to make spare time for ourselves, whether it is a one-hour
nap in the middle of the day or a half-hour talking with your family
during meal times. We all need spare time for a chance to rest,
reflect and invigorate ourselves.

To invigorate: to refresh: bdi b8 cho c6 thém nghj lye va
sic khoe,
To be on a treadmill: lam cdng viéc mét nhoc vh budn ta.
To burn out: kidt sdc. i
hectic life = cude sGng qui ban rén va go b

nfullfilling life = cudc 4 4 .
11. Superstitions unfuiliiling ifc = cudc sdng khong tron ven

What do you do when a black cat crosses your path ? In some
cultures, this action is simply ignored, while in others a person will
spin around 3 times to remove any bad luck that may develop.

Some people are more superstitious than others but even the
hardened non-believer has some kind of superstition (they just won’t
tell you about it). Many of us are afraid to talk about a future event,
such as a new job or opportunity, because we fear that talking about
it will lessen the chance of the occasion to oceur.

There are many interesting superstitions from around the
world. In Japan, if you see a hearse go by, you must cover your
thumbs so that someone close to you will not die. In Vietnam, seeing
a funeral brings good luck. In Christian countries, people will make
the sign of the cross and pray for the soul of the departed.

It is difficult to trace the origins of many superstitions, yet
we will continue to believe in them. In North America, if you spill
salt,you must take some and throw it over your left shoulder. When
I see people doing this I ask them why. Usually, they don’t remember
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the reason, but will never break the habit of throwing the salt over
their shoulder.

In Vietnam, some people are very superstitious of a cat being
on a bus. The idea stems from the notion that the cat’s meow sounds
like the whine of a poor person. If you hear this sound you will
become poor. Cat owners have learned to feed their cats wine or a
strong spirit before a bus trip. It will sleep soundly, thus make no
sound.

Superstitions can make our lifé interesting and it’s fun to
learn about other countries’ beliefs. We must be careful, though not
to take them too seriously or else we would appear very foolish and
weak.

(Comj) yet = though: tuy vay, tuy nhién
(Conj) though: mac dau

To take something serious: cho viéc gi la quan trong, ding
lam theo

{Conj) or else: néu khdng
(Noun) spirit = nigu manh

41



PART II

Céc dé ludn anh van da ra trong céc ky thi 18y céc
chimg chi quic gia B&C
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TOPICS for written B & C Level exams
(D& ludn Anh van trong céac ky thi Idy chimg chi B&C)

1. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of television.

Television is one of the most poptlar sources of commumnication.
We can get ajl kinds of interesting information about our country
as well as of far away lands. We can learn about animal life, culture,
history and current events. As a relaxation tool, the television offers
us comedy shows, drama and movies. We also can be kept informed
of important news from watching evening broadcasts. In the urban
areas, | would say almost everyone has a T.V set. The average person
watches 3 hours a day, which I think is reasonable. Conversely,
people who watch too much television can become “couch potatoes”,
meaning they become very lazy, sitting in front of the T V., eating
“junk” food and watching mindless shows. Sometimes it can become
almost an addiction, and as a result we lose our ability to intermingle
with other people and our social skills diminish. We have to be careful
not to overindulge and use the television in a discerning manner.
couch potates = ngudi ngdi li & trang ky d€ vita xem TV . viia iin khoai
discerning maner = mét cach co y thaic tay chién
2. Discuss reasons why young people are attracted to clties.

I think that part of the needs of young pecple, while growing
up, is to be able to share their opinions and problems with their
peers. It is very satisfying to have a large group of friends who you
can talk easily with about the pains of growing up - and in this case,
the more friends the merrier. You can meet people from all over
the country and learn about their homeland and way of life, in a
city. Country life can be isolated and your choice of friends can be
few. I also think that young people are not very interested in rural
life because the pace is slow and the work is hard. Cities have more
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people and, in turn, have more diversities for its citizens. A city
offers museums, dance halls, restaurants, movie theaters and cultural
events that appeal to young people. There are more movie theaters
in the city, therefore a larger selection of films to see. I especmlly
like going to the movies with f{riends. I have seen films from all
over the world. My friends and I enjoy going for coffee afterward
and discussing each other’s impressions. In this way, I also can hear
other points of view and different analysis of the film we have just
seen together. Cities also are the location of the more reputable
universities and colleges. Urban areas also offer more opportunities,
in terms of career choice. Most banks, businesses, travel industries
and other institutions.are located in the larger cities. Where would
you rather be; in a field by yourself planting rice or out singing
karacke with your friends ?

3. What are the advantages and disadvantages of air travel ?

I think the advantages far outweigh the disadvantages of
traveling by air. The most obvious reason is, that air travel is
quick and therefore much more convenient to reach a destination.
I enjoy going to the airport and imagining where all those people
are going to or coming from. I want to know about their experiences.
Flying is also a big thrill for me. I love sitting in my seat before
“take off” and anticipating the engines starting up and then roaring,
the plane going down the runway at top speed and then
lifting up into the air .I often fall asleep shortly after take off,
perhaps due to the pull of the aircraft or just exhaustion of all the
excitement$.In less than 3 hours | can be so far away and
experiencing a completely different country,

Safety is one of the biggest concerns of air travel. I would

argue, though, that it is probably more dangerous to cross a busy

street in HCM City than to travel by alr_ Another disadvantage is,
of course, the cost of air travel . Many
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people simply cannot afford the price of a ticket. Jet-lag is a popular
complaint among seasoned travelers, which can be diminished by
drinking a lot of water, avoiding alcohol and being well rested the
night before departure. For me, though, I am far too excited when
I reach my destination to even think about jet-lag - I can’t wait to
begin seeing and doing all the things my travel guide has
recommended.

*Jet-lag: Sy mét méi va lin Ion ve ngay it vi ngdi lau trén méy
bay (gitr gific thay d6i tir ving nay sang ving kia) -

4. Why are good books considered good teachers and friends ?

When [ read a book,I am swept away into my own little world,
discovering new things and imagining places and situations that
only I can see. It is a private dialogue between the author and me.
There is no one to criticize or question me.I can read the book at my
own speed and ‘savour it every moment. Books offer us the world We
can Jearn about history, geography, famous and interesting people
‘and  different countries, It is the cheapest form of travel I know
!' I love to read a variety of authors and learn about new ideas and
ways of expression. [ also try to read a variety of books, from romance
to biographies and everything in between. I especially like adventure
stories because it is in here that I can really put my imagination to
work ! There is such a vast amount of information available in
books. From the early ages to our recent years we ean continue to
learn about a variety of topics and interests. School‘textbooks offer
us the basics for learning how to learn; from math to science, from
language to arts. Recently, my father and brother were interested
in building a new table and chairs for our family’s dining room.
Neither one is a carpenter. So how did they do it, you might ask ?
They bought a book that showed them how ! A good book truly
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merits respect, whether it is a “how-to” book, a good mnovel or a
school text.

5. Why Is i necessary to learn English ?

English is the international language of business. In order to
discuss our country’s products and services with other people, as
well as to entice investment from foreign lands, we must do so in
English. To communicate cur thoughts and ideas to other cultures,
the best tool is English. Communication is our link to the outside
world and, in turn, our chance at economic growth. Most leading
countries in the world either speak English or have English as their
second language. These are the countries that have the resources,
technology and knowledge to help us grow.

We are also invited to learn so much from English speakers.
We can experience the foods of Ireland, the natural resources of
Canada, the monuments of the U5, the desert areas of Australia
or the best fishing spots in New Zealand, just by talking with these
citizens. We, in turn, can also express cur feelings and interests
about Vietham. The sharing of this kind of information is a bridge
to long term friendships with people from all over the world.

6. According to you, which job s the most interesting to have? Why?

When I finish my education I hope to be an elementary school
teacher. I feel the best investment in Vietnam’s future is in the
proper education of our children. Of course, ] really love children,
but I am also fascinated by the learning process. It is a great
responsibility and challenge to participate in molding a child’s interest
in learning. We do not just want our children to learn a lesson, such
as multiplication; rather we want them to see how it applies to every
aspect of their lives. A good teacher is not satisfied with the student
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learning the curriculum set before him or her. I want to instill upon
my students that learning is a life-long process and not just confined
to school walls, between the hours of 7:00 and 11:00. There are
alot of rewards to reap as a teacher in a student’s learning process.
Seeing a child finally grasp a concept and being able to rejoice
together, in that attainment, will be a positive experience for both
of us. I think it is a great privilege to be a part of a person’s success.
Teaching is not one-sided, either. ] think that I will have an
opportunity to grow and learn, as well. The field of education offers
many other opportunities apart from teaching. I could become
involved in writing text books, planning curriculum for school boards
or even becoming involved in administration. Who knows, cie day
I may be a well-known teacher.

(udv) rather = ndi cho chinh xdc hdn, néi cho dung hon
7. What are some of the difficuities in learning English ? How can

they be overcome ?

You cannot learn a language solely by reading about it and
memorizing its grammar. To acquire a language, you must
concentrate in four areas: reading, listening, writing and epeaking.
I think the emphasis should be on listening and speaking. As you
learn to hear and use the language, you begin to understand the
grammar and all the quirks and quarks of English. This ie much
more effective than memerization - and also less boring. If yau think
about it, how do Vietnamese babies begin to talk ? First they listen
to others around them, then they begin to experiment with the
sounds on their own. Children are driven to communicate and they
certainly do not begin to do so by reading and studying grammar!

I have two main  problems with English. The first is

pronunciation. It is one thing to be able to read the word and quite
" another to be able to say it. My mouth is already prejudiced to the
Vietnamese language, so formation of some English consonants, such

a7



ag 'th’, 'p’ and 'f” is very difficult. I sometimes feel tongue-tied! One
of the ways of improving this is through mouth exercises and
exaggerated articulation of the sound. I know it looks very ridiculous,
but little by little I can diminish the exaggerated mouth movements
and speak the word clearly. It is better to start off with using a hig
gesture and move to a smaller one because you can feel confident
that it is correct. We do this in class, with my English instructor.
At first, most of us were very shy to participate and there were a
lot of giggles, but now we can see the benefits of making ourse]ves
lock foolish and I know I am improving.

My second problem ia trying to remember which preposition(a)

to use and when to use it/them properly.
Is it 'on’ the desk or 'in’ the desk ? Was I there 'for’

2 years, or 'in’ 2 years ? It is very confusing ! To tackle this
dilemma, I will write out the proper usage as many times as my
hand can stand it, and then I will repeat it several times, until I
am confident I've got it right. I know it sounds boring and tedious,
but it is the one strategy that has really worked for me.

twompound adjcetive i tonguc-tied = niu i
8. Talk about a book you have read recently. Discuss why or why

not you like it.

I've recently read a biography about President HoChiMinh,
which I enjoyed very much. As you know, there are many books
available concerning Uncle Ho, but this one was special because it
concentrated on his childhood years, rather than his later life. I
learned a lot about where he grew up and what his childhood was
like. I believe that your basic personality is formed from your earliest
years, so | was very interested to learn about how Uncle Ho became
such a statesman. I felt I received a keener insight into his vision
and his personality. The book offered interviews with many people
who knew uncle Ho as a little boy. One of them was a teacher of



his who said that uncle Ho was a bit shy ' I was very surprised to
read that. He must have outgrown it when he was a young man
traveling around the world on a French ship. The urge to learn,
meet and speak with people from all over the world must have been
a good incentive !

~ Ienjoyed reading this book as it was written in an easy-to-read
and gentle style. It was not as serious and dry like history books
can sormetimes be. It did not give many dates and data, yet was
more focused on the person, his growth and his feelings. I also like
it becuse | felt some hope for myself... you see, I'm painfully shy too!

Noun =quan tim dén,
A heinterested in + < chu v dép
geruncd

Tobeinterested to + Int - )
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9. You tell a foreigner about Vietnam, your beloved homeland.

Vietnam is a long, narrow strip of land in the shape of a
letter “S” We Vietnamese compare our country to the shape of a
dragon with the long narrow regions of the centre forming, the
slender body and the regions of the North forming the head, mane
and front legs. Vietnam has a total territory of 332000 Square
‘Kilometres, and a coastline which meanders along the immense
Pacific ocean

Being of a peace — loving nature the Vietnamese people
nevertheless know how to react vigorously against adversities to
defend their homeland. Fiercely protective of their independence and
sovereignty for 2000 years, they are also welcoming foreigners who
come as their guests.

Most visitors who come to Vietnam are overwhelmed by the
sublime beauty of the country’s natural setting. The Red River Delta
1n the North, the Mekong River Delta in the South and almost the
entire coastal strip are a patchwork of green rice fields (paddy -
fields) tended from dawn to dusk by peasants in conical hats. Visitors
will also have the opportunity to experience the energetic and
purposeful performance in revitalizing the Vietnamese economy by
the Vietnamese. They will have their senses thrilled by all the sights,
tastes and smells of a society born of over a century between an
ancient civilisation and the ways of the West.

Despite the ravage of the war in the past, the Vietnamese
peopte are now determined to rebuild their homeiand, making it
many times richer and more magnificent following Uncle Ho’s
teachings.

1¢. You need employment. Write a letter to the director of a
commercial or industrial firm to appty for a job.
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l.¢ Quang Minh 12 Dien Bien Phu St
The Director District 1
Legamex Lt Co He Chi Minh City
124 Nguyen Hue St
District 3
Ho Chi Minh City
4 June 1995

Dear Mr Minh,

I"d like to apply for the post of secretary in your office. The post was
advertised in the Saigon Giai Phong Daily Newspaper on 29 May
1995. I'm twenty-two. I graduated from High school four years ago

At the moment I'm a fourth year student at college specializing in
Business Administration. 1've been studying English for many years,
so I'm now capable of writing technical letters relating to office -
work and can converse with native speakers of English. Apart from
that, I can work on computers since I’ve received some training in
computer science. Wherever [ studied, I always did my best to acquire
knowledge from my teachers as well as from textbooks. Nobody has
ever complained about my work or my behaviour.

The following persons have kindly given me permission to use
their names as references:

Mr. Pham Van Nam, Principal of Le Qui Don High school
92 XVNT Street.

Mr. Tran Van San, Principal of College of Business
Administration 41 VVT Street.

Mr. Le Tan Thinh, Director of English and Computer Training
Centre 52 NKKN Street,

| can be reached by mail at 160C NKKN Street, District 1, HCM
City. I'll be giad to come to your office for a personal interview at
your convenience,

Yours Sincerely

Phan Thi Tuyct
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11. You need a job for three months in the Summer, and you
have seen an advertisement in a newspaper about a temporary
job as a tourist guide in your town or city. Write a letter applying
for the post.

VINA Travel agency
130 Nguyen Hue St 20 Nguyen Dinh Chinh St.
District 1 Phu Nhuan District
Ho Chi Minh City Ho Chi Minh City
15 May 1995
Dear Sir,

1'd like to apply for the temporary job as a tourist guide with your
travel agency. This post was advertised in the Saigon Giai Phong
Daily Newspaper on 14 April 1995, 'm twenty-three years old. 1
have a diploma in Travel and Tourism from a professional school of
Tourism and a certificate of advanced level of English from the
Department of Education and Training’s foreign language centre.
Apart from that | can work with computers since I've received some
training in computer science. I'm very interested in gaining wider
experience as a tour guide at your agency during these coning three
months in the Summer. I believe I'll enjoy this job since 1 love
traveiling and meeting people. Last but not least | need to earn money
to pay for my school expenses for my last year at college.

1 promise you I'll do my best to fulfill any tasks you assign me
when | work for you.

1 enclose a full curriculum vitae and look forward to hearing from
you. I'1l be glad to come to your office for a personal interview at
YOUr convenience.

Yours faithfully

Nguyen Thi Lan Phuong
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2. How do you spend an evening when it rains ?

Evening is the time when ['ve finished a day of hard work
and deserve a good rest. | usually go out either to see a film or visit

my friends to discuss current events and inquire about each other's
school work.

However, 1'd rather not go out but stay (at) home when it
rains. When at home, the first thing I'd like to do is to put evetything
tn my study room in order. Then | invite my next-door neighbour to
come over with his chessboard for a couple of chess games. This
helps settle me down until dinner time. Sometimes | want to be alone
1 my room to read joke books. ta listen to good music or simply to
the sound of the rain beating on the outside. Once in a while my
grandfather will contribute his share to these indoor activities of mine
by telling me and my younger brothers and sisters stories about weil-
known characters in our national history. We all like to hear about
these famous people’s good works in literature, good deeds in cultural
and social activities, and especially feats of war.

In spite of all the things | try to do to while away my time
when it’s impossible for me to go out in the evening because of the
rain, I always find it dull. So I think 1 should embark on an indoot
hobby to occupy myself on such evenings as these.

13. The traffic problems in our city and how to solve them.

Our country in general and our city in particular has seen
great changes recently thanks to successful ecomic achievements.
Many people. especially the young are attracted to this city in the
hope of finding good opportunities to study as well as to secure a
good job. As a result, the city is more and more populated, and more
and more vehicles of all kinds are being used as means of transport.
This creates many traffic - jams all over the city, especially during
rush hours. According to the latest statistics there were more than
4000 traffic accidents in the last six months, killing hundreds of
people and damaging thousands of vehicles. The frequent traffic
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congestion also causes a lot of trouble to the people going 1o their
work places or going somewhere to deal with urgent matters.

So it’s about time the government did something to solve
these problems. '

As we all know, the streets in our city were built a fong time
ago and were designed for a city of two million people or so. The
increase in population seems to make the streets narrower, resulting
in traffic congestion. The government should enlarge the streets or
turn them into one-way streets. Then to reduce the need of using
private vehicles to go to work or on business, the government can set
up more bus lines leading to major areas, markets, shopping centres,
and recreation places. Next the government should clear up sidewalks
and pavement occupied by sellers and buyers so that pedestrians don’t
have to walk in the streets. A lot of riders often violate traffic laws,
They go against traffic lights in defiance of even the policemen
standing guard over the traffic at the crossroads and else where
without being fined since the number of traffic policemen seem to be
few in number. So we should have more traffic policemen keeping an
eve on traffic everywhere. Then traffic laws and regulations should be
announced repeatedly through mass media and taught in class.
Driving licences should be a “must” and age limits to ride a
motorbike should be raised. The police should have tighter control
over traffic enforecements in this city and should severely penalize
those who violate traffic laws. Last but not least, we should see to it
that everyone maving in the streets have self-discipline. They should
know how to cherish their own lives as well as the lives of others by
observing traffic laws. Only then can traffic problemis be solved.

14. The reason why the young people prefer to live in town,

We are living in the Information Age. Change is much more
rapid than ever. Cities and towns represent the central pulse of
change. Change, information, media events etc... are coming but very
slowly to the rural areas. The young generation is easily swept up into
this pace. They have the energy, the verve that they want to exert.

(0 s 1o it that = o make surce that
bao dim ring. chic chin riing
54



They naturally seek out new and exciting things. They are in a hurry
to grow up, to find excitements, to meet new friends.

For many young people, rural life — a simple and slow paced
existence — does not appeal to their idea of fulfillment. One example
of a city’s appeal is fashion. Designs and fashion trends begin in the
cities and slowly, if at all, filter out to the rural areas. The young,
generation has always wanted to be “in” on fashion, Designer
magazines, fashion shows, new labels are readily available in the city.

Apart from that, modern amenities are more prominent in
the city. Satellite TV, fax machines, computers, newspapers,
telephone, even simple electricity are sometimes difficult to come by
in rural areas. The outside world is so much close to us, in the city.
With all this information and technology in the city, opportunities to
do (of doing) something open up. The countryside offers jobs such as
farming or small cottage industry. The range of career choice is very
narrow. The educational facilities in rural areas reflect these limited
opportunities. The younger generation often moves to large cities
primarily for a better education, which, in turn. facilitates their job
search. As cities grow, career choices widen — — big business,
banking, investment, foreign companies, hotel and service industries,
all have head offices in the city. -

We also must not forget the appeal for meeting new people
and friends. Rural areas are often very homogenous. Yet the city
offers friendship with people from all over the country as well as
from distance lands.

In conclusion, we can see that for many young people, the
quiet life in the countryside is not attractive. Cities and towns have
movement, energy, excitement, noise that young people crave for.
Cities also offer new music, arts, a variety of night life and fashion.

And in young people’s minds, the educational and career possibilities
are located in the city.
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PART III

— Punctuation
(Cacl chiim ngit ciu)

— How 10 write a composition
(Gach vigt 1 bai uan)

— Section 1:
Descriptive composition
{Luan van midu ta)

— Section 2
Narrative composition
{Ludn van thuat su)

— Section 3.
Letter — writing
{Viét thu)

— Section 4:
Reflective and expository composition
{Ludn van giai thich)

— Section 5
Argumentative composition
(LsAn van binh Lan)
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CACH CHAM CAU (PUNCTUATION)

Céch cham cau rat quan trong cho viéc dién ta mdt cAu van
ducc 16 rang, gy gon. Trong phan nay ching ta s& on lai mot cach
van tit cdng dung cla cdc dau chdm ngit cdu thubng gap trong
Anh—ngt.

Dé&u chéim (The Period);

Diu nay dung d& cham dit mdt cau da c6 v nghia day di va
mdt cdu mdi s bt dau,

Td: They entered the valley. Hore was the climax of their
journey.

(Ho di vao thung ling. DAy 14 lic sbi ndi nhat trong cude
hanh trinh caa hes.

Din: chiim than {The Exclamation Mark::

Dau nay ding dé cham dit mdt ciu duge nhin manh hay
nhing cau chi nhing cim gidc vui, budn, gian, han, khen, che, ngac
nhién, sg hai, van van... (nh@ng cau tin than)

Td: “Believe it or not !
(Dau anh c6 tin hay khéng !)

Hurry up ! {Hay mau lén
O ! what a beautiful day it is !
(O ! that |a mot ngay dep lam sao )

O ! how tired [ am !
tCha ! tdi mét lam saoc

D ho! (Question Mark):
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Dau nay dung dé cham ddt mot cau hoi.

Why did he do it ?
{Tai sao hén lai lam nhu vay ? (vigée d6)

“He won ?” (Hin thing sao ?)

Honestly ?
{Do you honestly mean that ?)
(Anh néi thiet ddy cha?)

Dau phéy (Comma):
Dédu nay dung dé:

1) Ngét mot diy nhing chd cing mét ty loai va ding k& tidp
nhau d& lam rd nghia cho m{t chit khdc.

Td: Good, bad, and indifferent people will be found in every
organization.
(Trong bat ci mét t8 chie nao ta cing thiy nhing ngubi
t&t, x&u va nhing ngubi khdng t8t cing khong x&u).

Td: He had, yellow, green and, gold balloons.
{(HAn c6 nhing trii ba long mau do, vang, xanh la cay
va vang).

2) Dung d€ ngit ménh d& phu dit truéc ménh d& chinh:
If I were in your place, I would go with him.
(Trang tit ménh d& chi dfeu kign) (Ménh d2 chinh)

(N&u toi & vao trutng hgp anh, toi sé di véi hin).

3) Dung d& ngit doan ciu tuydt d6i (absolute phrase), doan
ciu phan tu (participle phrase), doan cAu gidi tu
(prepositional phrase) va doan cu vj bi&n (infinitive phrase)
dat & dau cau.
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My father being ili, I couldn’t go away.
{Absoiute phrase)

(Doan cAu tuyét ddi)

(Cha t8i dau, tdi khong thé di xa duge).

Finally finishing our work, we turned out the lights and
(participle hay participial phrase) went home.
(Doan cau phan tu}
(Sau cing khi xong cdng vide, ching toi tht dén va vé
nha)
At the end of this book, you will find the index.
(Poan cAu gidi tu)
(Prepositional phrase)
(Anh sé thily bang muyc lyc & cudi cubn séch nay)

To graduate next June, you must pass this Engish course,
(Doan ciu vj bién)

(Infinitive phrase)

(Mudn t6t nghidp vao théng Séu tdi, anh phai thi du
khéa Anh Ngd nay)

4) Dang d& nght nhdng ch? no, yes, well, indeed, first,

finally, v.v... &3t & dau cau:

Td: No, I think you're wrong there.

(Khong, t6i tin la anh fam & chd 46 roi)

Indeed, there were only two left.
{Thyc vay, chi con lai 2 cai)

5) Ding dé ngit nhing ti€ng xung hd trye tiép

tigng nay dat & dau cau, gitta cAu hay cudi ¢f

Td: Frank, will you come here and help me.

(Anh Frank, méi anh t3i day va ghip t¢
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Tonight, my friends, the winner of our contest will be
announced.

(T&i nay, céc ban oi, ngudi thdng gidi cudc thi dua sé duge
cbng bé).

Where are you going, Tom ?
{Anh di dau 44y, anh Tom )

6) Dung 88 ngét tiéng dat ddng vi (word in apposition):

Td: Carol Coogan, my sister’'s best friend, is going to be a
nurse. (Tidng dat dong vj)
(Chi Carol Coogan, ngudi ban t8t nhat cua chi toi, & trd
thanh m{t n? y td)

7) Ding @€ ngit ngay véi nam, thanh phd véi Quéc gia: sau
15i chio miung 6 dau thu hay 101 chdm dot & cudi thu.
Td: December 7, 1962
(Ngay 7 thang 12 nam 1962;
HCM, Viet Nam

Dear Nam,
(Anh Nam than mé&n)

Yours respectfully,
(Kinh chio Ong (Ba))

8) Dung hai dau phay dé ngan ciach mot ménh dé khong han
ch& (non -— restrictive clause) vdi ménh d& chinh.
Td1: Clara Wilson, who is very pretty, s going to enter
(Ménh d& chinh) (Ménh dé khong han ch&) {Ménh da chinh)
the beauty contest.
{Ménh dé chinh)
. {Ca Clara wilson, o6 ta dep l&m, sé& gia nhap cudc thi hoa hau
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Td2: A friend who is not loyal is no friend at all.

(Mbt nguti ban khéong trung thanh th khéng phai la
ngudi ban chit nao ca)
Ménh d& who is not loyal & Td2 khong phai la mét ménh
dé khong han ché vi khi bd ménh 42 nay &i thi ca cdu
khong cé nghia. Ménh dé loai nay duge goi 2 ménh db
han ché {restrictive clause) vh khong duge ngin céch vai
ménh d& chinh bang hai diu phdy.

9) Ding 48 nght I néi trye ti8p vdi ddng o tubng thuat.

10

1

He said, “There is no train till midnight.”
(Ddng tr tudmg thuge) (Lui néi tryc tiép)

{H&n wo6i: “Khdng cé chuy&n xe hia nao cho téi nia dém”)

Ding dé ngdt mét ménh dé didn 13 mdt v tuong phén
vdi ménh dé trudc.

He deesn't like movie, but 1 do.

(Han khéng thich hat nhung tdi thich).

Dung dé nght mdt cau héi rit ngén (shortened question).
She won't come, will she ?

(Cau hoi it ngén)

{Cé ay s& khdng tdi, phai khéng ?)

Dau hai ngojc kép {Quotation Mark):

i

Ding dé dung 15i ndi truc tiép tic la 101 noéi xust phét ti
cla miéng ngudi noi;

Td: “What’s on TV  tonight ?” he asked.

(“T8i hdm nay trén V6 tuyén truyén hinh chidu gi ?”
hin hoi)
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2) Ding dé dyng nhan d2 cta moét cudn sich, d& muyc cla
mot tap chi hoac bai bdo, chdt mubn dac biét nhin manh.

I have just read a book entitled “Escape from Freedom”

(Tdi mdi vita doc cudn sdch nhan dé la “Chay trdn khoi
tu do™

His article, “The Importance of National Defense”,
appeared in a “well-known magazine.

(Muc, “Tinh cdch quan trong cla QuSc Phong”, do hin
vidt da xuit hign trong mdt tap chi néi ti€ng).

“T'oo” is more frequently used in the spoken English than
“also”.

(“Too” thi hay dugc dung trong lic néi tiéng Anh hon
chi@ “also”).

D&t ngotic don (Parentheses):

Dung d4é dyng mot thanh phin ctia chu duge chd thich
hoac giai thich cho 5 thém.

Td: The whole school (1200 pupils that year) was struck by
the epidemic.

Ca trudng 46 (nam 8y c6 1200 hoc sinh} bj b;nh djch
hoanh hanh.

Dé&: ngotic vudng (Brackets):

Dung 48 dyng mot nhan xét riéng cia ngudi thuat lai i néi
cua mbt ngudi khde:

Td: The speaker went on, “The massacre of every man in
Custer’'s Command [Some claim that one survived] was
one of the greatest tragedies of the war”.
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Dién gia néi tip: “Cudc thn sat tAt c4 moi ngudi theo énh
cia Custer [mot vai ngudi khai rang c6 mot nguai cdn sdngsét] la
mot trong nhing tham canh vi dai nhat cda tran chign.”

Dau Cham Phély (Semi Colon):

Td:

Diung 48 ngit cdc ménh dé doc lap trong modt ciu kép
ngan cach nhau bdi nhing trang tit lién tir (conjunctive
adverbs) nhu however, therefore, consequently, neverthe-

less, moreover, v.v...
James is bright; however, he is not a good worker.

(James thi théng minh; tuy nhién h&n khong phai la mét
ngudi lam viéc gioi).

Dé&u Hai chém (Colon):

1) Dang 48 gidi thiéu nhdng muc sip néi ra.

Td:

Poetry is usually divided into the three following types:
dramatic, lyric, and narrative.

(Tho phi thudng duge chia thanh 3 loai sau day: bi dat,
tinh tu va thuat sy)

The room contained just four articles: a chair, an old rug,
a broken picture on the floor and an ancient umbrella.
(Can phéng chi gdm o 4 vat dung: mdt cdi gh&, mét tAm
tham cd, mot bic hoa da bj b€ nit nhm trén san nha va
mdt ciy du cd)

2) Dang d& dat 0 dhng sau cau chao ¢ dau buc thu.

Td: Dear Sir: (Kinh thua Ong):

Gentlemen: (Kinh thua qui Ong):

Dau Gach Ngang Pon (Single Dash}:
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Dung d& tém tit nhing chi ti€t vira trinh bay ¢ phia trude
N6i theo mot cich khac, dau gach ngang ddn c6 cong dung trai
ngudge vdi ddu hai chim.

Td: A chair, an old rug. a broken picture on the floor, and

an ald umbrella — just these four articles the room
contained.

(Mt cai ghé. mdt tAm tham cd. mot bie hoa da bj bd
ndt ndm 8 trén san nha va mdt cAy du cit — can phong
chi gdm o6 4 vat dyng nay).

He could make himself known and fight against heavy
odds, or keep quiet and fail in his mission -~ here was
his problem. '

(HAn cé thé ty lam cho minh ndi tiéng va chién d&u chéng
lai nhdng d6i thu manh hon hay gi@ im lng va bi thdt
bai trong s mang — day la vin dé kho khan cia hén).

Déu Gach Ngang Kép (Double Dash hay a Pair of Dashes):

Ding d€ ddanh d&u sy thay d8i hay ngit quing mot tu
tudng dang duge dién ta,

His dogs — there are only two of them left now — don’t
seem to thrive on peanuts and vitamin pills.

(Nhing con ché cia hin — bay git chi con lai hai con
— dutng nhu van khéng 1dn dugc dio &n dau phong va
nhiang vién thuéc sinh to).

The violence of the flood — the waters had risen six feet
in as many hours — drove the inhabitants rushing from
the town.

(5S¢ manh lidt cia con lyt — nude da dang len 6 feet
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trong nhiéu gid - da bét bujc nhing dan ching phai i
xa thanh pho),

Hai Gach Ngang Di Lién Nhau (Two Dashes):
Dung dé giai thich 5 thém mot y tudng.

Td: The park is surrounded by a double fence - - an iron fence
outside and a hibiscus one inside.
(Céng vién dude vy quanh bdi mot hang raoc kép - - mot
hang rao st bén ngoai vad mdt hang rao bing ram but &
phia trong).
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LAM LUAN NHU THE NAO ?
(HOW TO WRITE A COMPOSITION)

Luén Anh van khéng phdi ]a mét mén khé luyén va lau gio
nhy mét s& hoc sinh vin tudng fam. S& di 6 mot si hoc sinh khong
lam duge mdt bai luin Anh vAn vi cdc em nay chua bi€t phuong
phdp [Am modt bai ludn Anh van ta sao dfly thoi.

DE& givip cdc ban hoc sinh vugt qua nhing tréd ngai nay, t6i s&
fan gt trinh By ra day cdch lam mét bai ludn Anh van téng quat
sau 46 t3i cdch lam luan Anh vin qua cdc hinh thie lufin migu ta
{descriptive composition) ludn thuat sy (narrative composition)
vigt thu (letter writing), luan trinh bay cam tudng (reflective
composition} | luan giai thich (expository composition) va bign luan

(argumentative conposition)

CACH LAM MOT BAI LUAN ANH VAN TONG QUAT

Bét cit mét bai luiin nao cing cé phan md dau (introduction),
than bai {body) vA phan két luan (conclusion). Sau day la dan bai
téng quat cia mdt bai luan Anh van:

— Gi6i thigu dé tai sAp néi cai gi {what)
- X8y ra d dau? (where)

PHAN M0 BAI — Xay ra khi nao? (when)
(INTRODUCTION) — X3y ra trong hoan canh nao? (How)
— Taisao? (Why)
— vy
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Trinh bay chi tigt:

THAN BAI

(BODY)

I. Tiéu doan 1 (Paragraph 1)

........................................................................
.........................................................................

.........................................................................

Cho bi#% cdm nghi va cam tudng v& nhimg

KET LUAN gl ta vita trinh bay.
(CONCLUSION) | (Give the feelings and impressions derived

from what we have just talked about)

Than bai luén thuting duge chia ra thanh nhidu tifu doan 1,

2, 3 hodc 4, vAn van..

— Phan khdi dau mot tiSu doan nén vist thut vao moét chit.
— Céch vigt mét tidu doan nén theo phuong phdp eau diy:
Viét cu chd dé (topic sentence) 1&n trén cing rdi sau 46 khai

trién chu cha d& bling cdeh midu ta chc chi tist, bhng sy gidi thich,
go sdnh bing nhing thi dy, v.v... Cau chi 48 1a ctu dién td y tudng
quan trong nhft clia cd mot tidu doan. TAt ci& moi ¥ tudng trong
phan khai trién phai nhim tang cudng thém y nghia cho cau chu
dé chv khdng dudc néi phén lai cAu chi da.

Sau day la mot thi dy:

67



Nam is quiet in his way, end his habits are regulor. It is rare
for him to be up after ten at night, and he always breakfasts and
goes out before I rise in the morning. Sometimes he spends his day
at the library, sometimes in his room writing, and occasionally in
long walks which appear to take him as far as the city park located
at least ten blocks away from where we are living. Nothing can
exceed his energy when the working fit is upon him; but every now
and then he becomes moody, and for days on end he lies upon the
sofa in the sitting room hardly uttering a word or moving a muscle
from morning to night.

Nam cé I8 séng ybn ldng va thoi quen cua anh ta rét déu dan.
Rét it khi anh thuic sau 10 gis déem. Anh ta luén luén &n diém thm
roi ta di trude khi téi trd day mbi bui sdng. Mdt d6i khi anh 6 ca
ngay trong thu vién, mét d6i khi & trong phong d& viét lach va
thinh thodng anh di b® dao choi rdt xa, ¢6 khi xa tdi cong vien
thanh ph& & cich chd ching toi dang ¢ it nhiit 10 ching dutng.
Khéng gi o6 thé vugt hon nghj lyc lam vigc cia anh lic anh hing
lam vigce. Nhung thinh thoang anh tré nén budn riu va anh nhm
trén gh& trudng ky trong phong khidch trong nhitu ngay lién tigp
tir sdng tdi t6i ma khong néi nang mot 16i nao hay ci dong bdp thit.

Tiéu doan trén ta vé tinh tinh va théi quen cia mot ngudvi.
Do 46 cau: “Nam ¢ 16i séng yén ling vi théi quen cua anh ta rét
déu dan” 1a cau chi dé cho ca tidu doan v nhing cau & bén dudi
d2u o6 muyc dich khai trién cau chi de.

Néu theo phudng phap trén thi ta thay cdch viét mdt tigu
doan khong khé. Khi ta da bist cdch viét mot tidu doan thi ta sé
c6 thé viét mot tiéu doan khic theo cach tudng tu va do d6 phan
than bai luan sé duge hoan tit.
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Phan két luan la phan ching ta s& trinh bay cam nghi cua
ta 45i voi nhing gi ta vita vist & trén. Day la phAn ching ta c6 thé
ph4t bidu ty do mién la nhdng ¥ kign phét biéu lién quan d&én d& bai.

CACH LAM MOT BAI LUAN MIEU TA
{ HOW TO WRITE A DESCRIPTIVE COMPOSITION )

Miéu ta )a ding nhitng 15i van d€ trinh bay nhing gi minh
trong thay, nghe thiy, ngdi thiy, s mé thay, hay cam thdy, v.v....
Néi tém lai' midu té cé nhiém vy néi 18n mei sy vt & ngodi do 5
gidc quan cua ta nhan thiy va néi 18n ca tinh trang cua ldong ta khi
ding trudc nhidng sy vit, canh vit.

Lusn midu ta dude chia lam 4 loai:

— Miéu ta ngudi (Description of a person)
— Miéu ta d& vit (Description of a thing)
— Miéu té con viit (Description of animal)
— Miéu ta canh vat (Description of scenery)

Sau day la cach lAm moét bai luan vAn midu ta:

. _ — Trong thiy ngusi 4y, vat dy,
Phan md dau canh &y & dau ? (where)
(Introduction} | —- Trong hoan canh nao ? (how)

— Khi nao ? (when)

1. Hinh dang t8ng quat ben ngodi:

— Néu ta ngudi thi nhdng chi tigt can
néi dén la tudi tdc, chidqu cao, tée
tai, mit may, méit, miéng, nudc da,

5 cach phyc suc van vén..

— N&u ta con vat thi n6i dén than hinh,
céAc bd phén cta than thé, mau sic
cua léng, v.v...
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Than bai
{Body})

K&t Luén
{Conclusion)

1L

Néu ta d& vat thi néi 4én kich thude, hinh tho,
lam bang chat g, vé dep, cdc bd phén dac sic
cda 46 vat v.v...

Né&u ta canh vat thi nhing chi tiét dic sfc nhu
vj tri, dién tich, ki&n tric, quang canh d6ng ngudi
hay vng v8, vui hay bubn,nhd cla, ngudi, vt
hién dign v.v...

Dic tinh:

N&u td ngudi tht phin nay s phai 42 cip d&n
nhing dac tinh cla ngudi duge midu ti, nhing
dic tinh, 168i séng, théi quen, théi hu,tat xu v.v...

Né&u ta con vat thi phan nay 8 phéi néi d&n déng
didu, cd dong, tinh nét, sy sinh hoat cia con vit.
Sy chiam nom cla ngudi 46 v8i con vAt 46 ra
880.

N&u ta 46 vat thi phAn nay s& phdi néi dén sy
ich Igi cua &% vat, sy chAm nom sfn séc cus
ngudi 461 véi d& vat 46 ra sao.

Né&u ta cAnh vAt thl phAn nay ctiing nén 48 cAp
d8n tinh cAm cia minh do cAnh vAt gy ra, sy
hau {ch clda canh vit hay sy théa man cia minh
khi duge thudng thdc mét cnh vat nhu vay.

Cho bi&t cAm tudng, ¥ nghl cia ta d8i vdi ngudi
vAt, cAnh vAt, ma ta via miéu tad, Ta thich hay
khdng thich ngudi hay vAt ta vita midu td, Tai
sao? v.v..
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CACH LAM MOT BAI LUAN THUAT Sy
({ HOW TO WRITE A NARRATIVE COMPOSITION )

Thuét sy 1a k& lai nhing chuyén hoac do chinh minh di mye
kich, hoac 44 dugc xem trong sdch v8 hay do ngudi khic thuat lai.
Vanthufit sy c6 thé gém cdc thé van td ngudi, ta vt, ta canh, v.v...

Mot bai lufn thuat sy phai git nhing qui luat sau day:
(1) Sy vitc ké ra phai c6 the tin duge. Ngubi thuat truyén
o6 thé dat ra hoac tudng tugng ra chu chuyén nhung
cu truyén phéi hgp ly va sét véi dui séng hang ngay.
(2) Viec xfly ra truGe phéi thuat trude, vide xdy ra sau
thuat sau. ’

(3) Chi nhing ngudi, vat ¢6 lién quan d&n cAu chuyén
méi duge ké ra.

Sau day Ia dan bai téng quat cia modt bai luan thuat sy:

— Cau chuyén x8y ra khi nao ?
Phan mo dau | — Trong hoan cinh nio ?
— 3 dau ?

[ — C#u chuy2n bit dfu nhu thé nao ?

-— Cé nhing ngudi, vt nao lidn quan
dén cAu chuyén.

Phan thin bai | — Céc chi tigt va sy vige x8y ra theo
thd ty thai gian.

-— Phan két thic cau chuyén.

Phan két lugn | Cam tudng cia ngusi thuat chuyén ve
cAu chuyén vita méi duge thuatlai.
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CACH VEET THU
(HOW TO WRITE A LETTER)

Thu thay mat ngudfi viét trong lic vAng mat 48 néi chuygn
véi ngudi & xa.

Thu duge chia thanh nhigu loai:

Thu thudng mai

Thu xin viéc lam

Thu tham ban be

Thu tham gia dinh, b con, v.v...

A. Thu thudng mai nén viét cang ngén cang tot vi thi giv i
tién bac. Tuy vay thu khong duge vi thé ma thidu mat phan r6 rang,
day 44 va lich su.

B. Thu xin viéc lam trai lai cé thé vigt dai v cang nhiéu chi
titt cang tot. Mo dau 14 thu ngusi viet phai dé cap dén ly do tai
sao ngudi vidt thu bigt duge chd lam cdn trong thodc xem béo thély,
hofic cé ngudi gidi thidw). Sau d6 ngudi viét nén cho biét r6 14 minh
mudn xin viéc gi (thu ky. ddnh may. gic dan, quan Iy hay mot chan
day hoc, vv..}. Tiép theo d6 ngudi vigt phai cho bit tudi tde, tinh
trang gia dinh. sic khoé ciia minh: cac kha nang vé hoc van, chuyén
mbn cing cdc kinh nghiem ¢6 lign hé d&n cong viéc minh xin; gidi
thidu tén nhitng ngudi ma éng chi tuong lai caa minh 6 thé ti€p
xtic d& hoi ro thém v& minh va sau cung cho bigt dia chi lién lac
bang thu hosc dién thoai cing d¢ nghi xin dudc hoi kién vdi ngudi
c6 tham quyn tuyén dyng minh dé trinh bay ro thém.

C. Thu tham ban be, gia dinh, ba con duge dién ta tu do. Lai
van phai gian di, ty nhién va than mat d& dién dat duge trung thye
cam nghi cua minh.

(Xem dan bai va bai miu d phan sau)
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CACH LAM MOT BAI LUAN TRINH BAY CAM TUONG

( HOW TO WRITE A REFLECTIVE COMPOSITION)

Luan trinh bay cdm tudng 6 muc dich dién ta nhdng cam
gidc (thich thd, thoai mai, budn dau, v.v...), cAm tudng (xBu, tot) va
¥ nghi cda ngudi viét vé mét viec gi.

D&i véi loal van nay ngudi vist cé thé vist bat cd cdi gl ve 48
tai da cho mién 14 ndi dung thich hgp vdi d2 tai. Loai viin nay thidn
vé tinh caAm nhiéu hdn cic thd khdc.

Nhing cau tra 15i vé cdc d2 tai nhu: “Ban c6 cAm tudng gi
sau khi doc doan van vita néi trén ?” ho#c “Ban dang séng trong
mdt ngdi nha cd. Hav cho biét cAm tudng cda ban” sé cin d&n mdt
bai ludn vAn trinh bay cAm tudng.

(Xem dan bai va bai mau & phan sau)

CACH LAM MOT BAI LUAN GIAI THICH
( HOW TO WRITE AN EXPOSITORY COMPOSITION )

Lugn giai thich o6 myc dich dua ra nhing sy kién vA quan
niém dé gidi thich mét vén de gi. Luén giai thich doi hoi nhigu vé
sy van dung kha nang cha ly tri hon 1a tinh cam.

Nhing cau hoi vé cac dé tai nhu; “Tai sac ban thich sdng &
mdt lang nhé hon [a & mdt thanh phé idn ?”; “Ban thich séng trong
mdt can nha t5i tAn hay trong mot can nha of ? Tai sao ?”; “Ban
thich lam gi cho t& quéc ban ?” vAn van... sé can d&n modt bai luin
van thudc loai giai thich.

(Xem dan bai vi bai mAu & phan sau)
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CACH LAM MOT BAI BIEN LUAN
(HOW TO WRITE AN ARGUMENTATIVE COMPOSITION)

Lu#n bigén lugn c6 myc dich dua ra nhidng 1y 1¢ 46 thuyét

pbuc doc gid chéip nhan ho#c bac bé mét quan niém, hofic tu tudng
nao dé.
_ Mu&n vy ngudi vikt trudc h&t phai Am sding td quan niém
hodic tutudng minh muén bénh wic hay da phd bang cdch gidi thich
nghia den, nghia béng cla quan niém hay tu tuéng d6 rdi sau d6
trinh bay nhing 1y 16 d€ bénh vyc hay 44 pha. Ngudi vist can dua
ra nhing so sdnh, thi dy, kinh nghiém liy ra trong sach vg, lich
s, hofic ddi s6ng hang ngay d€ ching minh vi yém trg nhing ly.1&
cia minh.

(Xem dan bai vh bai méu & phan sau)

*
¥k
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SECTION 1
DESCRIPTIVE COMPOSITIONS

(Ludn van miéu ta)
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TOPIC 1: Draw the portrait of a person you know well.

r — 1 d h .
Introduction: ntro-uce the person you are going to
| describe.

[ — Describe his (eyes, nose, chin etc...) physi-
cal appearance including his features (nose,
Body 3 chin etc...)
— Describe his personality including his way
‘ of living, habits etc...
— Give your feelings about and your impres-
sions of him,

Conclusion {

%
* %k

Nam is seventeen years old and a person I know well because
he is a close friend of mine.

His very person and appearance are such as to draw the
attention of the most casual observer. In height he is a little over
Im70 and so excessively lean that he seems considerably taller. His
eyes are sharp and piercing, and his thin, hawk-like nose give his
whole expression an air of alertness and decision. His chin,too, has
the prominence and squareness which mark the man of determina-
tion.

Nam is certainly not a difficult man to live with. He is quiet
in his way, and his habits are regular. It is rare for him to
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be up after ten at night, and he always breakfasts and goes out
before I rise in the morning. Sometimes he spends his day at the
library,sometimes in his room writing, and occasionally in long
walks,which appear to take him ac far as the city park located at
least ten blocks away from where we are living. Nothing can exceed
his energy when the working fit is upon him, but every now and
then he becomes moody, and for days on end he lies upon the sofa
in the sitting-room hardly uttering a word or moving a muscle from
morning to night. On these occasions I have noticed such a dreamy,
vacant expression in his eyes that I might have suspected him of
being addicted to the use of some narcotic if the temperance and
cleaniness of his whole life had not forbidden such a notion. °

I have great admiration for Nam. We have spent much time
together and have always enjoyed each other’s company...

*
Explanations

— Appearance {n) = sy hién hinh, hinh dang, ¢ diy djch la:

dién mao
— To draw the attention (expression) = 16i kéo sy chi ¥.
— Casual (8) = tinh o, nghu nhién.

— The most casual observer =& day tam dich la: ngudi lo
dang nhit.

— Excesaslvely (adv) = m{t cach qua dang.
— lean (@) = gy ém.

— Plercing {Pregent Participle ding nhu adjective} = choc
thing; & day dich la: sau.

— Hawk like {compound adj = n + adj} = giéng nhu chim
6; & day dich 1a (mdi) nhen. '

717



— Air of alertness and declsion =vé nhanh nhen va
cuong quyét. -

— Prominence {n) = sif trdi 1&n, [8i hdn ra, nhd ra.
— Addicted (Past Participle) = ghi¢n '
— Narcotic (n) thudc ma tuy.

— Determination (n) = su quy&t dinh; man of determination
= conngudi qua quyét.

— To be quiet in one’s way = cé 18i sdng yan lang.
— To be up = to get up = ird day.
— To be located = toa lac 4, & tai.

— Block (n) = chiing dudng trong thanh ph8, mdt khéi
(d4, gb).

— To exceed {v) = lam qud ching, qua d3; ¢ day dich la vugt
hon.

— When the working flt Is upon him = khi cai hing lam viéc
ndi 1én trong con anh &y; lic anh hdng lam viée.

— Every now and then = thinh thodng, chéc chéc.

— Moody (a) = tinh hay thay d6i, cAu git; & day djch la:
budn rau.

— To utter (v) = thét ra.
— Vacant expression = vé ngay dai.

_Company {n)=d& diy cé nghia 13 be ban

2

DE TAI 1: Hay ta mét ngudi ma anh biét ro.
M3 bai { Gidi thidu ngudi ma ban sip midu ti.
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Ta hinh dang bé ngoai gobm vé mat {mat, mdi, -

chm, v.v...) cua ngudi do.

Thanbais, .. . | ) N gLI . .
Ta c4 tinh gdm 161 s6ng, théi quen v.v...
cua nguii 46.

Két 1uan{ Cho bigt cAm nghi va cam tudng vé ngudi do.

Nam mudi bay tudi va la ngudi ma toi biét rd vi anh ta la
mdt ngudi ban than cia téi.

Chinh con ngudi va dién mao cta anh &y 1a mdt cai gi 18
cubn sy chd ¥ cia ngudi lo dang nhit. V& chiu cao, anh cao hon
1m70 ddi chit vA qud manh khdnh d&€n néi rhng anh tréng cao hdn
th& nhidu. Doi mét anh sfic sdo, sAu va cai mdi nhon, nhé bé cua
anh bidu 16 mot vé nhanh nhen va cudng quyét — Cai cam cla anh
nho ra vavudéng vin cing ching td anh la con ngudi qua quyét,

Nam chéc chin khong phai 14 mot nguti khé tinh d€ ta giao
thiep. Anh c6 16i sdng yén lang va thoi quen cla anh ta rit dau
dan. R4t it khi anh thic sau mudi gid d2m. Anh Juén luon an digm -
tam roi ra di trude khi téi tro diy mbdi budi sdng. Mot doi khi anh
& ci ngay trong thu vién, mdt doi khi & trong phong riéng d8 vist
lach, va thinh thoang anh di by dao choi rét xa, c6 khi xa tdi cOng
vidn thanh phd & cdich chd ching tdi dang & it nh&t mudi ching
dudng. Khong gl o6 thé vugt hon nghj lyc lam vigc cua anh hic anh
hting lam viéc. Nhung thinh thodng anh trd nén budn rau,va anh
nim trén gh& trudng ky & phong khach trong nhidu ngay lign tiép,
tit sdng tdi t5i, ma khong néi nang mdt 18i ndo hay cd ddng bip
thit. Vao nhing djp nay t6i da ghi nhan duge mdt vé mat gi ngly
ngd mo mang trong con mit anh ma tai o6 18 dd nghi ngd anh bi
ghitn ma tiy nu tinh n&t va su trong sach cla ca con ngudi anh
#&a khong ngin can y nghi dé.
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Téi rét kinh phuc Nam. Ching t6i da nhitu ngay sdng cung )
nhau va da ludn ludn vuj ban be vdi nhau./.
@)

TOPIC 2: Describe your grandfather.

Of all my relatives, I think I love my grandfather the most.
He is my father’s father and lives with my family.

He ig eighty years of age but most everyone thinks he looks
much younger. He is a slender man and is about one meter and
sixty-five in height. His eyes are still clear and expressive His white
hair and his round wrinkled cheeks enhance his benevolence. He
has a fair complexion that makes him look very healthy. His teeth
are gone and time has bent his back a bit. He walks with a heavy
gait but is not dependent on others or a cane.

One would say he is quiet in his way. His habits are
well-established and it is rare for him not to be up by 6 o’'clock
every morning. After getting up, he usually goes out to thegarden
to enjoy the flowers and works in the beds. Presently, he comes
back to the sitting room to drink tea. In the evening when the
supper is over, the family usually gathers together and my grandfather
often tells fairy tales or historical stories to us.He is not too strict
or severe when we make mistakes. I like to converse with him in
order to learn the experience he has encountered during his life.

We love our grandfather very much.Every tir = he is away on
a visit to our uncle in the country, we miss hin Teatly. We all
know and acknowledge the fact that he deserves our ve and respect.

O
Explanations

Relatives (n} = ho hang, ba con.
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My tather’s fainer = cha cua cha oy, J diy dich la Ong noi o,
Eighty years of age = eighty years old = 80 tusi.

Slender (a) = mong manh, gay va cao.

Helght (n} = chidu cao.

Expressive (a) = c6 tinh céch bidu 18, & day dich 1a linh lgi.
Wrinkled {a) = x&p nép, nhan nheo.

To enhance {v) = lam tang thém (vé..)

Benevolence (n) = long ti thien, & day dich ta vé phic hau.
Complexion (n) = nudc da.

- To bend (v) {bent, bent] = lam cong, lam cong (lung)

Well-established (Compound adj: adv + Past Participle)
duge thist lap k¥ cang, ¢ day dich la o6 méu muyc.

Yo get up (v) = thic day.

To enjoy {v) = thudng thuc, & day dich la thich.

Bed (n) = ludng cay, ¢ day khong cd nghia cai giuong.
Sitting-room (Compound noun: Gerund + noun } = phong
khéach.

To be over = (expression): xong, hét.

Fairy tales (n} = chuyén than tién.

To converse with (v) dam thoai, chuyén tro vdi

tn order to (conjunctive expression) = dé ma.

To encounter (v) = gap tkho khan).

To acknowledge (v) = nhan thde, cong nhan,

To desetve (v) = xing dang.
D
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TAPIC 3:
DE TAl 2: Hay t& nguoi ong cha anh (hay chi).

Trong tit cd nhing ngusi than thubc cia toi, toi nghi ring
tbi yéu mén o6ng t6i nhat. Ngusi 1a ong ndi téi va sbng vdi gia
dinh tbi.

Ngusi da 80 tudi nhung hau hét moi ngudi cho rang 6ng tbi
trong tré hon nhitu. C)ng toi a4 mdt ngudsi maAnh khinh va cao
khoing mét thudc sdu muoi lam Mit ong tdi hay con sdng va linh
lgi. Mai t6c bac clia ngudi va ddi m4 tron nhan nheo lam ting thém
ve phic héiu cia 6ng tai. Ngudi ¢6 mdt nude da sdng tréng rat khoeé
manh. Rang cia ngudi d4 rung va tudi téc da lam lung dng tbi cong
dbi chiit. Ong t6i budc vdi mot dang di nang ne nhung khong can
nhd vao ngudi khéc hay gay ching.

Nguti ta o6 thé néi ong t8i c6 Wi séng yen lang, théi quen
cla dng toi rt miu myc va it khi ong tbi chua thite day vao lic
sau gid méi bubi sing. Sau khi trd day éng toi thudng ra thudng
thitc hoa va siin séc nhitng ludng cdy. Sau d6, ngudti trd lai phong
khich udng tra. Ve budi chieu khi bida com t5i da xong gia dinh
thudng xum hop va ong t3i k& nhitng chuyén than tién hay nhing
truyén lich si cho ching téi. Ngutsi khong qua khé va qud nghidm
khi ching toi pham 16i. Téi thich néi chuyén véi ngudi dé hoc hoi
kinh nghi¢m ngudi da giap phai trong dvi.

Chung t6i rdt thich éng n¢i clia ching toi. M&i khi ong toi di
tham chu t6i 6 nha qus, ching t8i rit nha ngudsi, Tdt ca ching toi
déu bigt va nhan mot didu 1a Ong toi ddng duge ching toi kinh véu.

D
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Describe a policeman directing heavy traffic at a street intersection

Introduction. — When and where did you see the traffic

policeman?
Body. — Describe his physical appearance and his attire.
— Describe how he performs his job and his
usefulness.
Conclusion. — Give your impressions of him and his work,

Every day on my way to school, I see a traffic policeman
working at a busy intersection not too distant from my home.

He is about twenty-five years old, tall and sturdily-built. His
complexion is tanned from long hours of standing in the sun. He is
dressed in the same kind of attire as the other policemen and wears
a cap, with a red stripe and our national emblern’s badge at the front.
He wears a khaki uniform , a wide white belt and black shoes. The oﬁiy
difference in his dress from that of other policemen  is that he
wears a long pair of white gloves which extend nearly to his elbows.

He stands in the center of the intersection, on an elevated-
wooden plattorm  which is painted in red and white stripes. He
seldom speaks but uses a whistle, his hands and arms to direct the
movements of hundreds of vehicles moving in many directions. When
he stretches his arms horizontally, this signals all the vehicles in
front of and behind him to stop. After that, he waves his hands and
motions for vehicles from his left and right to move. He repeats
this over and over, turning around from right to left and again from
left to right to direct the traffic. The vehicles move one by one and
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seem as docile as students filing into their classroom under supervision
of their teachers. T» those moving across the intersection, the
policemun looks very dominant and authoritative,

He has alert and trained eyes and detects vehicles which violate
the traffic regulations very rapidly. He blows a whistle to stop the
offenders and either lectures or fine them. He seems to show no
preferences and treats the drivers of taxi, private cars,buses and
trucks in the same way. Without the direction of the traffic policemen
there would be much confusion. many accidents. Morecver,
pedestrians, especially, children and older people would certainly
find it difficult to cross the street if the policemen were not there.

The more I see him perform and think about his difficult and
tiresome job, the more respect I have for him. He is often criticized
and seldom praised. Nevertheless, he performs a very useful service
and we owe him cooperation and gratitude.

5
Explanations

Intersection (n) ndi nga tu duong.

To perform (v} bifu dién. lam vige gi.

Sturdily (adv) = mot cach vam v3, khoé manh.

Attire (n) = y phuc, & day c6 nghia la : dang phyc, sic phuc.

Elevated (past participle dung niwr adf}= dugc nang cao Ien.

Platform {(n) = cai buc (gd

Over and over = lap di lap lai; nhiéu [an.

Docile {a) = d& bao, dé day.

Supervision (n) = sy giam sdt, ki€m tra; & day c6 nghia nhu:
sy trong nom (cua thay gido),

Dominant (a) = chi huy. cai quan: & day c6 nghia nhu: cai vé
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Authoritative (a8) = c6 uy quyén.
Alert {a) = nhanh nhen,

Trained (eyes) = nhing con m#t duge huén luyén, day cd
nghia nhu lao luy2n.

To detect {v} = tim ra, khim pha ra.
Oftender (n) = ké chéng d8i, day cé nghia nhu: ngudi vi
pham luét,
To lecture (v) = giang day; & day c6 nghia nhu: canh cdo.
Khaki {n)= Vai Ka ki.
To fine (v) = phat tién.
Pedestrian (n) = ngudi bd hanh.
Criticized (past participle) = bj chi trich, phé binh.
Nevertheless (adv & conj) = song le, tuy nhijén.
To owe (v) = Thiéu ng . mang on , chiu on
Stripe {n)= vach, lin
National emblem’s badge = Qudc huy
2
DE TAI 3: TA mét canh sat vien dang didu khién xe ¢d
qua lai dong dac tai mot nga tu duong.
M¢ bai  — Anh di trong thdy vién canh sat.aa thong
khi pao va 6 dau ?

Théan bii— Hay ta hinh dang bé ngoai va cdch phyc sic
clda ngudi Ay.

— Ta ngudi 4y (lam viéc) thi hanh céng tdc the
nao va ndi sy hdu ich cua ong ta.
Két lugn — Cho ¥ nghi cia anh vé ngudi canh sat do va

codng viée cha ngudi dy.
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M&i nghy trén con duimg ti nha dén trung tbi thay not
canh sat giao thong dang lam viéc tai mét nga tu dudng déng
dic khong xa nha téi may.

Ong ta khoang hai mudi lam tudi, cao 16n va vam vd khoe
manh. Nude da niu do nhieu gitr ding ngoai ndng. Ong ta mac cung
thit sdc phue nhv nhdng canh sit vién khde va doi ma ludi trai
co ldn Jdo va quoc huy & phin tride, g vin  déng phue bang vai Kaki,
that lung tring to, di gidy den . Sy khde biét duy nhat v& phuyc sic
ctia Ong Ay véi nhing canh sit vign khac la ong ta mang mdt ¢ai
gang tay trAng dai gan t6i khuyu tay.

Ong ta dung & gitta nga tu trén moét byc gb cao, son dd soc
tring. Ong ta it khi néi nhung ding moét cai coi, dung ban tay va
canh tay d& dieu khién sy di lai cda hang tram xe o chay dén tir
nhigu phia. Khi dng ta dang tay ngang 1 bao hidu cho tat ca nhing
xe co dang trude va ding sau ngitng lai. Sau d6, ang 8y vAy tay va
ra hi¢u cho xe cf ti bén trai va bén phai di. Ong ta lam nhu vay
nhigu [an, quay tir trdi sang phai roi tit phii sang trdi dé digu khién
xe c). Xe cb qua lai tif xe nay tdi xe khdc va c6 vé dé bao nhu nhing
hoc sinh xép hang vao 1dp dudi sy tréng nom cia cic thay gido. D&
véi nhing ngudi di bang qua ngad tu, ngudi canh sa: nay trong cb
ve cai v& va ¢é uy quyen.

Ong ta ¢6 ddi mit nhanh nhen va Mo luyén va tim ra ngay
nhitng xe nao vi pham luat gino thang. Ong ta thdi mot tiéng coi
dé chan lai nhing ngudi vi pham rdi hoac canh cdo hoae phat ho.
Ong ta hinh nhu t3 ra khong thién vi va d6i xd voi tai x€ taxi, xe
nha, xe buyt va xe cam nhong nhu nhau. Néu khong cd sy dieu
khign clia canh sdt vién cong 16 6 16 s& c6 nhidu réc roi, nhidu taj
nan. Hon nita nhidng ngudi bd hanh, dic biét 1a tré con va ngudi
gia chac sé gap khé khan khi qua dudng néu ngudi canh sat khéng
g dé.
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Cang nhin ngudi caph sat lam viéc va nghi vé obng viéc khé
khiin mét nhoc cia bng ta, t6i cang kinh trong 6ng &y. Ong ta
thuting bi chi trich va it khi dugc ca nggi. Tuy nhién, 6ng ta da lam
mpt viéec rit hidu ich va chung ta phai biét céng tdc va biét on
ong Ay,

200
Topic 4: Describe a bicycle repairman at work.

Introduction — How did you come to observe the man and
his repair work ?

Body - Describe the man including his age, his physical
appearance and characteristics.

— Describe the tools and equipment he used to
repair his work.

Conclusion — Give your impressions of him and his work.

o

Yesterday when I was riding my bicycle, I ran over a nail and
punctured a tire. I stopped, examined the tire and started to look
for a repairman. I found one working on the side-walk near by. 1
pushed my bicycle to the site and asked him to fix the tire.

The repairman was about thirty years of age and appeared
rather thin. His clothes were full of cil and looked dirty.

A wooden box, which had once been a container for cans of
milk, was now being used to hold his tools and repair equipment.
A pump and a large metal container full of water sat near by.

The man took my bicycle and laid it down on the ground. He
then went to the tool box and took out three tire removers, a chisel,
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2 file, & pair of scissors, a can of rubber cement and a smali piec
of rubber.

He removed the tire, toock out the inner tube, filled it with
air and dipped the inner tube into the water rotating it very siowly.
Scon air bubble came up through the water and he found the
punctured area. He removed the tube from the water, filed around
the damaged spot and applied a small amount of rubber cement on
the filed section. He cut a small round piece of rubber, filed it and
also placed some rubber cement on this piece. He waited for a few
minutes sc that the cement would dry and set.

After about ten minutes, he placed the piece of rubber over
the punctured area and laid this section on an iron stand. He used
a wooden block to pound the section so that the newly-attached
rubber piece would stick firmly to the iuner tube. Finally, he put
the inner tube in the tire and pumped air into it. His repair work
was finished. I asked him how much I owed him, paid him the
money and remounted my bicycle to continue on my way.

A bicycle repairman such as the one I found is of valuable
assistance to all those who travel on two-wheeled vehicles. His
services are indeed needed and appreciated.

D
Explanations

At work = hic dang lam viéc.

Characteristics (plural noun) = dac tinh, dac diém.
Equipment {n) = nhiing do dac trang bj.

To run over = ¢& lén, can lén.

To puncture (v) = dam thing bing kim hozc bang dinh.
Tire (n) = rudt xe.
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Side-walk (Compound noun: n + v) = [& duding, he phé.

To push (v) = ddy; & day c6 nghia: dit ixe)

Metal (n)j= kim khi; d 44y metal container, ¢6 nghia: thung
kém.

Laid down tir to lay down (lrregular Verb}= dat nam xuéng.

Tire remover {Compound noun: n + n) = cdi niy vo xe.

Flle (n) = cdi daa.

inner tube = rudt xe.

Container= cai chau, thing chda.

Applied (Past tense) = aAp dyung; ¢ day o6 nghia nhu; bbi

(nhya déan).

Dry and set = khd va sdnh lai

Iron stand (compound noun = n + v) = céi de sét.

To pound {v) = nén, dap.

To remount {v) = lai cudi lén,

Assistance (n} = sy trg giip; ¢ day Valuable assistance c6

nghia nhu: hiu ich.

Two-wheeled (vehicles) (compound ad] = a + n + ed) =
nhing loai xe hai bdnh.
Appreciated (past participle) = dugc danh gid; § diy cé nghia

nhu duge hoan nghénh.
To be of = ¢é

D
DE TAI 4: Hay tA mdt ngudi tho sira xe dap dang 1am
viéc.
Mo bai — Anh quan sat nguti thg va cdng viec sia chia -

clia 6ng ta vao dip nao ?

Thian bai — TA ngudi dy gom tudi tic, didn mao va dac tinh.
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— Mab ta dyng cy va dd dac ong ta dung 48 sta x
— Ta cong vigc cua ong ta.

Két lugn. — N6i cam tudng cda anh v& ngudi thg va cdng
vidc cua éng ta.

. D
Ham qua khi tdi dang di xe dap, t0i da cdn phai mét cai dinh
va lam thing v xe. T6i nging lai, vA xem xét v& xe rdi tim mot

thg sia. Téi da tim duge mdt thg sia dang lam vige bén [2 dudng
gan d6. Téi dit xe iai ché d6 vA noi v8i dng ta sia cho.

Ngutsi thg sita xe khodng 30 tufi v o6 vé hdi gAy. Quan do
éng ta thi day dau md va trong do bén.

Mot thiung gb trude 12 thing dung sita hop duge dung 4é dung
dung cu va db dac sita chita. Mt cai bom va mdt thung kém dung
day nudc d& gan ben.

Ngudi 2y 46 ldy xe cla toi v6i dat niim xudng dit. Tigp do
éng ta t8i cai thung gd 14y ra ba cdi nay v0 xe, mdt cai dyc, mét
dia, mot cdi kéo, mgt hop nhya ddn cao su va mdt migng cao su nho.

Ong ta nay vd xe, ldy rudt xe ra ngoai, bom rudt xe rdi nining
vao trong nudc vita xoay tron rudt xe rit chim. Ching bao lau, bot
khong khi sii l2n qua mat nudc va éng da tim ra chd thing. Ong
dy ldy rupt xe ra khdi nude, cha dia xung quanh chd rach va bdi
vao d6 modt chit nhya din. Doan éng ta c&t mdt miéng cao su tron
nhé, cha miéng 46 rdi ciing bdi nhya dan len. Ong ta dgi vai phiit,
d& nhya dan khé va sdnh lai.

Sau mudi phit, dng ta dat moét mi€ng cao su lén trén chd
thing va diit phan d6 lan trén mot de sat. Ong ta ding moét miéng
g0 téan lén phan d6 d€ miéng cao su méi s dinh chic vao rudt xe.
Sau hét. éng ta dat lai rudt xe vao trong vé va bom hoi vao banh
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xe. Cong vide sita chita da xong... Téi hoi dng ta hét bao nhitu tién,
toi tra tién xong v cudi 1én xe tiép tuc di n¥a

Mot thg sifa xe nhu éng nay thi rdt hdu ich ddi véi tat ci
nhing ai di xe hai banh. Céng viéc clia dng ta that la can thiét va
dang hoan nghénh.

o
TOPIC &:

Your father has just bought you a new bicycle.
Describe it and tell how you plan to use and care for it.

Introduction: — Did you receive it for a special occasion ? If
so, what was the occasion ?

Boby., — Describe the bicycle including its trade mark,
paint, use, and the care you have already
given it.

Conclusion. — Relate your feelings and impressions regarding

the owning of a new bicycle and what care you
will give it in the future.

Just before school opened for the new year, my father bought
me a bicycle so that T would have transportation to school and no
longer would need te walk.

My bicycle is brand new and its trade mark is Parker. The
frame is painted a vivid red color with some white lines on it. The
wheels and spokes are nickel-plated and shine brightly. The pedal,
the steering handle and the two mudguards are made of alumilium
and are polished. They look like mirrors. I can see myself in the
metal when I am close to them. My father had a set of lights mounted
on the bicycle so that I can use it at night. The bicycle with its
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plates, shiny red and blue wires and brilliant paint really looks
elegant. I feel very pround to be its owner.

The first time I rode it to school, my friends crowded around
me to take a look. They all praised it and stated that they thought
is was very beautiful. One friend mounted the springy rubber saddle
to try it out. Another lifted the bicycle, turned the pedals and tried
to apply the brakes to see if they were good. Some others were
curious and looked at the trade marks of the different parts and
tried to spell and pronounce the trade names which are all marked
in either Frenh or English. I let some of my friends ride it around
the school yard. They seemed tc be very pleased with the way
it handled.

Since I had the new bicycle, I have cnjoyed leaving my home to
go to school. No longer do I have to spend so much time walking.
I like to ride it in early morning on smooth roads among the immense
rice{paddy)fields where the air is cool and fresh.

The bicycle has become a handy and docile servant of mine.
As I enjoy it more, I feel obligated to give it good care. Every evening
I bring it out in the yard, turn it upside down and wipe it carefully.

Thanks to this bicycle, I don't have to toil going to and from
school. Because I arrive at school less tired, my studies seem to be
progrressing better. Any time I use my bicycle I feel grateful to my
father who made a big sacrifice to buy this bicycle for me.

Q

Explanations
To plan {v) = dy djnh.
Trade mark (compound noun: n + n) = nhan hidu.
Regarding (Present Participle) = lien quan dén...
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Transportation (n) = sy chuydn chd.

Brand new (compound ad]: n + a) = hoan toan méi.
Spoke {n) = cdi cim xe.

Nicksl-plated (a) = ma kén.

Steering-handle {compound noun: gerund + n) = tay lai.
Mud-guard (compound noun: n + v) = cii chén bun.

To crowd around (v) = bu quanh, vay dbng xung quanh.
‘Springy (a) = nhin nhdy nhu b so.

To spell (v) = danh van.

To be pleased with (expression} = wvui thich vdi (viec gi).
Rice paddy = hia.

Handy {(a) = tién lgi, gon.

Obligated (past particlple} = bj b buéc phai...

Upside down = lat nguge.

To wipe (v} = lau chii.

Thanks to = nhis &, nhd cd.

To toll {v} = lam viéc hét sic, ban t6i mét mai.

To feel grateful to = cam thdy mang on ai...

Sacrifice (n) = sy hy sinh.

O

DE TAI 5:
Cha anh vira mua cho anh mét cél xe dap méi. Ta céi
xe dé va néi anh dinh diung né va giir gin né thé ndo?

Ma bdi — Anh nhan dugc xe d6 nhan mét djp dac bigt phai
khong ? Néu ding vay, d6 1a dip gi ?
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Thén bii — Ta cai xe dap gobm: nhdn hidu, mau son, cdc bd
phan, cong dyng, va anh da gid gin xe thé€ nao.

Két luém — No6i lai cam nghi cia anh lién quan d&n vige o6
chidc xe dap méi nay va anh s& sn s6¢ né ra sao
trong tudng lai.

®

Ngay khi trudng khai gidng nién hoc mdi, cha t6i mua cho
tdi mot cAi xe dap 4€ tdi eé phuong tién di hoc va khong odn phai
di bd nita.

C4i xe dap cua tbi la mdt xe hoan toAn mdi, nhédn hi¢u Parker.
Khung xe son mau 46 tudi véi nhing dudng ké tréing. Vanh xe va
chm xe dudc ma Kén sdng lodng. Ban dap, tay l4i va hai c4i chin
bun duge lam bing nhém sing béng. Cdc bd phén 46 sdng nhu
guong. Tai co thé soi guang trén 46 khi ding gin xe. Ba téi da rép
mdt bd den vao chiéc xe nay dé tdi 6 thé di xe vé ban dém. Xe nay
vOi dén, nhung bé phan ma sing, nhing diy xanh do va nuéc san
bong lodng trong that lich sy. Tai cam thay hanh dign la chu xe d6.

Lan dau tién di xe dap nay tdi trudng, ban bé bu quanh tdi
d8 xem xe. Ho d2u ca nggi xe va néi rAng xe nay rit dep. Mdt ban
cudi 1én yén cao su nhdin nhdy tht di. Mot ban khac nang xe lén,
quay ban dap va thi bép thdng 48 xem c6 t&t khong. Vai ban khac
td md ngé xem nhan hidu cda nhing bé phdn khac nhau, thit danh
van va doc nhdng tén hidu dau viét bing chd Phip hosac ch@ Anh.

Tdi dé cho vai ngudi ban dap xe xung quanh san trudng. Ho
hinh nhu thich cich ma cdi xe 46 vAn chuyén.

Vi da cé xe dap mdi tdi thich dap xe di hoc tir nha d&n trudng.
téi khong con phai ding nhiéu thi gig budc bd nia. Tdi thich dap
_xe vao lic sdng sdm trén nhing con duding tron nhén, gita nhing
canh déng hia ménh méong vdi bau khéng khi tusi mat.
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C4i xe dap 4a trd nén ngudi gidp viéc trung thanh va tign lgi
cia tdi. Vi tdi rdt thich cai xe d6, nén tdi cam thay phai gin gii¥ xe
cn than. Chigu chidu i mang xe ra sén, l4t xe xufng va lau chai
cin than. '

Nhé¢t c6 xe dap nay, t6i khéng phai mét nhoc di di lai lai tu
nha d&n trudng. Vi d&€n truding biing xe d6 mét, viéc hoc cua tbi o6
vé dang tién hon. Bt cd lic nao ding d&€n xe dap, tdi cing tham
cam on ba t6i. Ngudi da hi sinh nhizu d€ mua cho t6i xe dap nay.

o)

TOPIC 6:
Describe a clock that you have in your home.

Introduction — When and how did you obtain the clock ?

Body a) — Describe its general appearance including
its color, size, and various parts.

b) — Describe its usefulness to the family.

¢) — Tell what care the clock needs in ordt_ar to
function. :

Conclusion. —— Give your impressions of the clock and its
usefulness.

Last year my father bought a new clock to decorate our home
for the New year. He arrived home with a large wall clock and
immediately started to hang it on the wall.

The trade name of the clock is WESTMINTER. It has a
beautiful mahogany case and looks very impressive. The frame of
this rectangular case is carved in a pattern of trees, leaves and
flowers. The carving is very intricate and artistically done. Two
glass panels mounted in this frame display the dial and the pendulum.
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The upper panel is for the dial and is approximately 300 cms square.
The lower panel is rectangular and somewhat longer in size. You
can see the pendulum moving to and fro in this space. The dial is
enamelled with two metallic gold-plated hands which rotate to black
hour numbers. The pendulum is also of a metallic color and is
striking in its design and intriguing to watch as it sways back
and forth.

I was fascinated with the clock when it was first hung on the
wall. This interest has not diminished and I seem never to tire of
looking at the clock or of listening to its ticking and musical striking.
Every 15 minutes, the clock strikes musically. At each hour, it plays
a short melodious tune. During the quiet night its ticking and striking
tunes soothe me into a restful sleep.

Since we had the wall clock, all my family have watched it
closely in order to follow our daily schedule. It helps to keep us from
being rushed. Then, too, its striking and hourly tunes help to keep
us informed of the time.

The clock only needs very simple care. My father has to wind
it only once a week. Once in a while, I dust the frame and clean
the glass and it looks as if it were new.

Everyone in my family enjoys the clock. Besides giving us the
time, it also makes a beautiful decoration for our living-room. As
for me, I personally comsider it a good friend who helps me
regulate my work and leisure.

Q
Explanations

' To function (v) = van chuyén, hanh ddng trong mot cach da
dinh sén; & day c6 nghia nhu: (ddng hd) chay tét.
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To decorate (v) = trang hoang, trang tri.

Mahogany (n) = gb gy, mau nfu va chéc.

Impressive (a) = gyi cam, d& thuong: & day c6 th€ djch la: hay.

Carved {past Particlple) = dugc khéc, cham. “

Pattern {n} = méu hang, hinh v& trén vai.

intricate (@) = ching chit.

Glass panel (n} = mat kinh (kiéng)

Mounted (past participle) = duge ldp vao.

Frame {n) = khung.

To display (v) = phd bay, trung ra.

Dial {n) = mat ¢4 chi 55, mat déng hd.

To move to and fro (expression) = di di lai lai, chuyén déng

qua lai.

Enamelled {past participle) = dugc trang men.

Metallic gold plated hands = kim dong ho ma vang.

Striking (Present Participle} = dap vao sy chd y, lam ngac
nhién; ¢ day c6 nghia nhu: néi bat.

Design (n) = kiéu, ¢ day c6 thé dich la: hinh dang.

intriguing {present participle} = lam ban khoan, lo ngai, pgi

sy td mo; intriguing to watch ¢6 nghia nhu: quy&n rd con
mAt nhin.

To sway back and forth (expression} = dua qua, dua lai.
To be fascinated with {(expression) = say sua, say mé vdi,
Diminished (past participle) = gidm bat.

Ticking (n) = tiéng tich tic.

Musical striking = ti€ng ddnh chubng c6 nhac diéu.
Meilodious (a) = du duong,
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To soothe {v) = lam &m dju, lam 48 dau; & day o6 nghia nhu:
ru (vao gifle nga).
Schedule (n)} = thdi khéa biéu.
To keep someone informed = cho ai biét tin tie Judn; ¢ day
c6 nghia nhu: cho bit (g gifc) ludn.
To wind {v) = len day oot (day thieu).
To regulate (v) = didu chinh.
Leisure {n) = thi gi® nhan rdi.
.":)
DE TAI 6: Hay ta mét cal ddng h® ciia nha anh.
M¢ bii Gia dinh anh ¢6 cai dong hé d6 khi nao va trong
trusng hop nao ?

Than bai a) Ta hinh ddng chung cla dong hd gdbm mau sig,
khuén khé va nhing bd phan khac nhau.

b} Néi sy ich 1gi cda né cho gia dinh.
c) Néi dong hoé can san séc thd nao dé chay tat.

Két lugn -— N6i cAm tudng cia anh vé cai dong hoé d6 va cong
dung cda né.

D

Nam ngoai cha tdi c6 mua mdt cdi db:lg hé méi 48 trang
hoang nha tdi cho dip Nam mdi. Cha tdi vé nha vdi mdt cii dong
hd treo tudng ldn va treo né ngay lén tuang.

Nhan higu cua dong ho 1A Westminter. N6 ¢6 mdt hop bang
gd gu rit dep va trong rdt hay. Cai khung cia cdi hdp chi nhat
nay dugc kh#c thanh hinh ciy, 14 va hoa. Sy cham trd rdt chiing
chit va dugc lam mébt cach o6 my thuit. Hai t&m kinh Hp vio khung
nay trung ra cai mat dong ho va qua lic. Miéng trén cia mat dong
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h rong khodng 300 cm vudng. Mi€ng dudi hinh ch? nhit vA o6 vé
dai hon v@ kich thudc. Ta c6 thé tréng thily qua lc chuyén ddng
qua lai trong khoang 46, Mat ddng hd trdng men o6 hai chy kim
ma vang chuySn ddng qua nhitng ch s5-chi gid mau den. Qua lic
cing ma mau kim khi va ndi bt ¥ kifu va quyén ri con mit nhin
khi né dua qua dua lai.

Tdi say mé cai ddong hd d6 khi Bn diu tidn né duge treo lén
tutng. Cai thu d6 d& khéng gidm bot vA hinh nhy t8i nglm cdi dong
hd khéng bao gits bit mdt, cing nhu nghe tiéng tich tic va tiéng
danh chubng c6 nhac diéu cia né. Ct 15 phiit ddng hd dénh chudng
thinh thét. Vao mbi gis, ddng ho diém mét nhac didu du duong
ngén. Trong dém thanh v&ng ti€éng tich tic va ti¥ng chubng cia nd
ru tdi vao mdt gific ngi thodi m4i.

T khi ching tbi o6 céi dbng hd treo tudng cd nhd xem g
can thin @2 theo ding thdi bi€u hang ngay. Dong hd giip ching
tdi khor vhi viang. Hon nita ti€ng chudng khic va chubng gid giip
ching téi biét git gific.

Cai d5ng hd chi chn sy san séc rat don gidn. Cha t6i phai ién

gisy né mbi tulin mdt [An. Thinh thodng tbi lau byi vo ddng hd, chui
kiéng, va dong hd trong nhu méi.

Tt ca moi ngudi trong gia dinh tai deu thich c4i dong hd d6.
Ngoai viéc né cho ching téi bit thi gits, né cing 12 mdt vt trang
hoang dep cho phdng khdch. Doi véi tdi, toi ridng coi né nhu mdt
ngudi ban giip ti ditu chinh cdng viéc lam va hic nhan cu.

O

TOPRIC 7: Howmldywdeooratemhanelfyw
had one of your own ?
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Introduction. -— If I had a house of my own. I woud decorate
it the way | wanted.

Body. — I tell how I would decorate the house, its

rooms, its walls, windows, floor and furniture,
etc...
Conclusion, — 1 would enjoy life in this beautiful house.
Q

If I had a house of my own, I would decorate it in bright
colors. | would paint each room of the house a different color, but
each color that | selected would be bright.

The furniture for each room would match the color of the
walls and T would pick curtains for the windows in a color that
would match the color of the walls, too. I would like to hang paintings
on some of the walls, at least one picture in each room.

Since I like flowers and plants very much, I would also have
lots of them inside my house. I would put some small colorful flowers

on the table, and big green plants on the floor. I think growing
things make a room look cheerful and nice.

One other thing that I would do is to pick out one special
chair on which I could lean my head back, put my feet up on a low
stool and take a nap whenever I felt tired,

And then I would let time pass and enjoy living in my
beautiful house.

D
Explanations.

To decorate (v) = trang hoang, trang tri.
To select (v) = lya chon, tuyén lya.
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To match {v} = di dot vdi; 3 diy oo nghia nhua hop 30 'mau
sac.
Since (conj) = ti khi. bdi vi: ¢ day theo nghia sau,
Lots of = nhiéu ta great amount:,
Growing things = & day cd nghia nhv : nhing cAy hoa tréng.
To pick out {v) = nhat ri2ng ra, lya riéng ra.
To lean {v) = dya vao, tya.
Stool (n) = ghe ddu.
To take a nap = ngu mdt gidc ngd trua.
D
DE TAl 7: Anh sé trang hoang ngdi nha cia anh nhu
thé nao néu anh c6 mét ngdi nha riéng ?

Mo bai. — Néu tdi c6 mdt ngdi nha rieng, tdi sé trang hoang
theo 161 ma t6i muén.

Than bai.— Téi 3é& trang hoang ngdi nha ra sao, cic phong,
tuding, cua so. dudi san nha va d6 dac, v.v...

K&t luan. — Toi sé vui s8ng trong ngdi nha dep dé nay.

Néu tdi co modt ngdi nha riéng. toi sé trang hoang vdi nhing
méu sic sdang sua. Téi s& son mdi phdng clia ngdi nha mot mau sic
khiac nhau, nhung mdi mau ma tdi lya chon s 14 mau sang.

Ban gh& cho méi phong s& hoa hdp véi mau séc cia tuéng va
t6i s& chon man che cho cta s6 ma mau sic cling s& hgp vdi nhang

ic tugng. Téi thich treo anh trén may bdc tuong, it nhit méi
phong cé6 mot bidc tranh.
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Vi tdi réit thich hoa va ciy canh, tdi ciing sé trung réit nhidu
hoa va cAy cénh trong nha tbi. T6i s2 cim nhing béng hoa nho
nhitu mau trén ban va by nhidng cfiy cinh xanh tudi I6n trén san
nha. Téi nghl ring nhitng cAy trdng dé lam cho cAn phong dep dé
va vui tudi.

Mbt vidc khdc ma ti mubn ban la chon ra mdt cdi ghe dac
biet ma tbi o6 th€ néi 1a ght riéng cha tdi. Toi b Iya mdt chic ghe
rit tién nghi ma tbi o6 thé ngd lung trén 46, d€ chan tbi trén mbt
ghé dfiu thip v ngd trua bt ci khi nao tdi cam thiy mét méi.

Va rbi thi s& 48 thoi gian trdi qua v vui s8ng trong ngbi nha
dep dé cua tbi.

TOPRIC 8 : Describe a very old tree.

Introduction. — Where did you see the tree growing ?

Body. -— Describe its physical appearance, and differ-
rent parts, such as its trunk, roots, branches,
leaves, flowers etc...

Conclusion. -— Tell what benefits the old tree can give people.

In front of a Buddhist temple located in my village there is
an old banyan tree soaring high above the green moss-covered tile
roofs and making a spectacular monument in the sky. According to
the village elders, this banyan tree is at least a hundred years old.
Together, the tree and the cld Buddhist temple form a well-known
place of interest and attract many people to the area,

From a distance, one can see its towering trunk and luxuriant
green leaves. When the clouds are low, the tree seems to extend far
into the sky. When it is sunny, the tree provides shade for the whole
temple area.
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Its trunk is unusually big. Three men with their arms stretched
and joined together can’t encircle the trunk. Its bark is dark-brown
and is as rough as the skin of a toad. The roots go deep into the
ground and hold the trunk firmly. Some sections of the roots emerge
from the ground and look like creeping snakes. Its secondary roots
which hang downward from the branches are the most interesting
and beautiful parts of the tree. The branches of the trees spread all
around and bear shiny thick green leaves which entangle with one
another. The foliage looks very beautiful.

The banyan tree fruits are not edible. So the tree serves no
purpose as a source of fruit. It does, however, serve other purposes.
First, it adds beauty to the landscape. Secondly, it affords shade and
coolness during hot summer days. Then, too, the base of the banyan
tree makes an ideal play-ground for the village children.

o)
Explanations

Trunk (n) = than, vdi, & day c6 nghia: than cay.
Benefit (n) = sy ich I¢i, hoa lgi; & d4y c6 nghia la: lgi ich.
Banyan tree = chy da.

Soaring (present Participle} = bay cao lén troi; tang vut lén
(gia ca); & day cé nghia nhu: moc cao viit len.

Monument {n) = dai ky niém, & diy 6 nghia 14 canh tugng.
According to (prep) = tuy theo, theo.

Well-known (compound ad] = adv + Past Participle) = o6
tiéng, dugc nhidu ngudsi biét.

Place of interest = ndi c6 cdi hay d& xem.
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Well-known place of interest
lam théng canh,

¢ day cé nghia nhu : dunh

Towering (Present Participle) = rit cao, cac wit.
Luxuriant (8) = rubm ra, xum xué.

To extend (v} lam vuon ra, kéo dai ra.

To stretch (v) = dang, dubi dai ra.

Toad (n) = con céc.

To emerge (v) = troi len, nho lén.

To spread (v) = trdi ring ra; ¢ day cd nghia nhv : moc lan
ra (phia xung quanh).

To entangle with one another = vudng, réi vao nhau; ¢ day
¢6 nghia nhy: dan vao nhau.

Foliage {n} = vom bi ciy
Edible (a} = ¢d the an duge.

To afford (v) = cung @ng, cung cip, ¢ day co nghia nhu : che
ibong mat) dem lai.

2
DE TAI 8: Hay td mdt cay co thu.

Mo bii: — Anh trong thay cay dé mec ¢ dau ?

Théan bai:— Ta hinh ddng bén ngoal, nhing bd phan khac
nhau, nhu than cay, ré cay, canh cay, la cay,
hoa v.v...

Két lutin: — Hay néi nhing lgi ich ciy cb thu d6 c6 thé dem
Jai cho nguui ta.
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Bang trudc chia lang tdi, c6 mdt cay da cb thu moc cao wit
khoi mii ngdi phu réu xanh va tao thanh mét canh tugng dep méat
trong bau trdi. Theo cac bd lao trong lang, cay da nay it nhit da
tram tudi. CAy da vh ngbi chila da cing nhau tao thanh mot noi
danh lam va 16i cudn nhiéu ngudi tdi ving d6.

Ti xa ta c6 thé trong thiy than cdy rat cac va l4 xanh xum
xu2 Khi nhing dim may thap xudng, cay da dé hinh nhu vucn lan
tan bau trdi. Khi trdfi ndng, cdy che béng mat cho ca toan thé khu
vic ngdi chia,

Than né 18n la ling. Ba ngudsi dang tay ra ném lay nhau
khong th€ 8m n8i thdn cAy. Vo cAy mau nau sAm va xi xi nhu da
céc. Ré chy moc siu xuBng d8t va gi® cho than chy wving chic,
mét vai doan ré troi l1én khéi mat d&t va trdng giéng nhu nhing
con rén bo. Nhing r8 phu cua cay ri tit canh xudng la nhidng phan
hay nhit va dep nhat cla chy. Nhing canh cia ciy da nay moc lan
ra moi phia xung quanh vi mang nhing dam la day xanh béng, dan
vao nhau, vom la trdong rit dep.

Trdi da khong an duge. Bdi wiy cay da khong phai la ngudn
lgi d&€ an trdi. Tuy nhién, cAy giip ich vao nhing muc dich khic.
Trudc hét, ciy tang tham vé dep cho phong canh. (Sau dé) thi hai
12 cay dem lai béng mét cho nhitng ngudi ngdi nghi dudi canh la
um tam trong ngay mba ha. Hon nida, gdc da con la mot san chdi
ly tuong cho cdc tré em trong lang.

2

TOPIC 9: You have recently visited the zoo. Describe
some of the animals you saw there.

Introduction. — When did you visit the zoo and how did you
go there ?
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Body. — Describe some of the animals you observed
there.

Conclusion. — Give your impressions of the visit to the zoo.

Some of my friends and I made a vigit to the zoo last Sundays.
We took a taxi there and reached the zoo at 9:00 A M.

We entered through the main gate and went directly to see
the wild animals. We came to the tigers' cage first. Behind the iron
bars, we saw some tigers walking to and fro. Their long bodies were
covered with spotted coats of black and yellow fur. They didn’t
appear to be ferocious. Next to the tigers cage was a lion’s cage.
This king of the beasts, with its thick and long mane was lying
down qulietly in the corner of the cage. It didn’t look as dominant
as | imagined it would look. A short distance from the lion’s cage,
we found a large pit which housed some bears. In this pit there was
a cave where the bears could enter to get out of the rain and sun.
A tree trunk used by the bears for climbing stood in the center of
the pit. The bears were covered with long and stiff black hair and
their bodies seemed fat and heavy. They walked to and fro and
occasionally one would climb up the tree trunk. The biggest attraction,
however, seemed to center around the monkeys’ cage. The monkeys
were continuously jumping and swinging about in their large cage.
They looked very alert and stared back at the people. Some of them
clung to the iron bars, waiting for someone to hand them a banana
or some pea-nuts. We left the monkeys’ cage and went to see the
elephants. They were wandering loose in an open area which was
surrounded by large deep trenches. Bordering the trenches was a
heavy iron fence. The elephants had rough and mildewed-looking
skin. Their long and flexible trunks were moving constantly begging
someone to give them food. A boy responded and threw some pieces
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of sugar cane. One elephant used its trunk to catch the sugar cane
and lifted it up to its mouth. Then the elephant hastily chewed it.

We moved from the wild animal area to see the birds. There
were many different and beautiful colored ones. Some sang and
chirped melodiously and others quacked noisily. From this area we
walked to where the deer and antilope were kept. We felt as if we
were wandering in a jungle. We were so interested in watching the
deer that we lost track of the time. It surprised us to find that it
was already midday. We regretted that time would not permit us to
see some of the other animals. It was unanimously decided that we
should make another visit to the zoo.

@)
Explanations.

Spotted (past participle) = 16m ddm
Spotted coat = b léng ddm.

Feroclous (8) = hung da, di ton.

Mane (n) = bdm, (ngya, su t).

Dominant (8) = oai v¢.

Pt (n) = céi h6, 16 trong dst. 13, hang ctia loai thi
To house (v) = chifa, nh6t.

To get out of = trdnh khoi.

Stiff (8) = cing (long)

To walk to and fro = &i di lai lai.
Attraction = sy 16i cufn, hép din.

To center around = tip trung xung quanh.

To stare at (v} = nhin chim chim vao ai.
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Clung to (past tense of to cling to) = deo, bam vao cdi gi.
To hand (v} = dua, trao cho.

Bordering (present particlple) = vian (mép, bd.)

Trench (n) = hao, ranh,

Borderlng the trenches = vay quanh nhidng hao ranh.
Rough (a) = s, si, gb ghe.

Mildewed (past participle) = bj méc.

Rough ahd miidewed looking skin = da tréng cé vé xd vi va
méc.

Flexible (a) = mém déo, uyén chuyén.
To respond (v) = phan ing, dap dng lai.

One elephant used its trunk = mét con voi da ding voi cia
né (trunk : ¢ day c6 nghia 1a voi voi).

Hastily (adv) = vdi va; & day c6 nghia nhu - ngiu nghién..
To chew (v} = nhai.

To chirp = kéu chiém chigp (chim)

To quack (v) = kéu quac quac

hntllope (n} = con huou.

Unanimously {adv) = dang tinh.

)
DE TAI 9: Anh vira ¢6 dip di tham s tha, Hay ta vai
con vat ma anh da xem & dé.

Mai bai: — Anh dd di thaim sd thd khi nao va di tdi d¢
bang gi?
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Thén bai:— Ta vai con thi anh did quan sat & d6.

Két lugn: — No6i cAm tudng vé cudc tham sd thad.

Chi nhat vita qua tdi ciing vai ngudi ban da di tham S& Thu.
Chiing tdi di xe taxi t6i 46 va tdi ndi hic 9 git sang.

Ching t6i di qua cfng chinh va di thing t8i xem céc loai da
thu. Trudc h&t ching toi tdi chudng cop. Sau nhiing song sét ching
t6i nhin thily méiy con cop dang di di lai lai. Nhing than hinh dai
ctia ching dugc bao phu bing bo 16ng vang d6m den. Ching khéng
c6 vé di? tgn. Bén canh chudng cop 1a chudng su tu. Oag vua cia
chc loai thi nay véi bd 1ong btim day va dii dang nBm yén lang tai
mét géc chudng. N6 trdng khéng o6 vé gi cai vé nhu tbi da tudng
tugng. Cach chudng su t mot khodng ngln, ching tbi da tim ra
mét vie 16n nhdt miy con giu. Trong vic d6 o6 mdt cai hang noi
nhitng chi géu c6 thé vao d6 tranh mua ndng. Mot than cay trong
gifa viyc d& giu leo tréo. Nhing con giu phi 10ng den dai va cing;
than minh ching cé vé map map nang né. Ching buéc qua lai va
thinh thoang moét con treo 1én than cay. Tuy nhién, ndi hap dan
nhit hinh nhu tap trung xung quanh chudéng khi. Nhiang con khi
khong ngitng nhao 1dn va ddnh du trong mét chudng lén. Ching
trong rdt nhanh nhen va nhin chdng choe vao ngudi ding xem. Mot
vai con bam vao nhing thanh sit, dgi mdt ai d6 dua cho ching mét
trai chudi hay vai hot dau phong. Ching toi roi chubng khi va di
xem nhitng con voi. Chiing dang buée rung rinh trong mpt khoang
tréng vay quanh bing nhitng hao séu va rong. B hio 1a mdt hang
rao st nang né. Nhing con voi ¢6 14p da xu xi vi c6 vé nhu mée.
Nhiing cai voi dai va uyén chuyén cia ching lubn cit dong xin ngudi
ta cho chiing thic an. Mot cau bé dap lai ném cho ching vai khie
mia. Mot con ding vbi cla né d4é bat 14y khic mia va dua vao miéng.
Roi con voi nhai mia mot cdch ngfu nghién.
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Ching tdi r¥i khu da thu qua xem chim chéc. Cé nhigun giong
chim khédc nhau va c6 nhing con mau sic rdt dep. Vai con ca hét
va kéu rfu rit du duong; nhitng con khédc kéu am 1. T khu vye nay
chuing t6i budc sang ché huou nai. Chdng tdi cam thdy nhu dang
di lang thang trong m§t khu rirg. Ching toi rét thich xem nhing
con nai d&n nédi quén hén thdi giz. Ching téi ngac nhign thiy da
gida trua. Chung tdi ti€c thai gian khéng cho phép xem thém vai
giéng vat khac nia. Ching téi dong tinh quyst dinh riing ching toi
nén di tham S Thu mot [an nda.

O

TOPIC 10:
During a trip to the countryside, you stopped to watch
a cow graze near the road. Describe the cow and tell
how it serves people.

Introduction — Where and when did you see the cow ?

Body. a) Tell about the cow's physical appearance
including its shape, body, hair, horns, eyes,
ears, legs, tail, otc...

b) Describe the cow’s actions during the time
you observed the cow,

Conclusion -— What benefits do we derive from the cow, 7 .

Last Sunday I decided to take a trip to the countryside. When
[ came near Hoc Mén, I saw a big cow grazing at the roadside. So
[ stopped to observe it.

The cow's body was very big and fat. Its horns locked very
sharp. They frightened me at first, but the cow seemed friendly so
I soon regained my calmness and observed it further. It had a shiny



red coat of hair that looked very beautiful. Its belly was very big;
its legs seemed somewhat small but looked very sturdy. The hoofs
were black and looked as if they were made from hard plastic. Its
tail was long with a bundle of hair at the end. Every now and then
the cow would wave this tail to drive the mosquitoes and flies away.
The cow moved slowly, stopping to graze on tender green grass.
Soon, a boy came and led the cow away. [ watched him tie the cow
to a tree. The cow soon lay down. Its jaws continued to chew its
food and its eyes looked sleepy and were half-closed. Saliva was
spread all around its lips.

While T continued on my way to my destination, I thought
about how useful the cow was. First, I thought about how it gives
us milk, cream, butter and cheese, and then I thought about how the
cow helps us to plough the land and draw carts. Finally, I recailed
how the cow provides us with meat for our meals and hide for our
shoes, portfolios, and other leather-made articles.

1 concluded that the cow was a most useful animal to man.

O
Explanations

Graze (v} = an cd, ghm cb (néi vé trhu, bd)

Horn {(n} = sing (trau, bd, huou'), V...,

Beneflt (n) = sy ich lgi, hoa I¢i.

To derlve from (v) = ldy ra tit (mdt nguon lgi nao)
To frighten (v) = lam hoang sg.

Belly (n) = cdi byng.

Somewhat (small) = hai (nho).

Sturdy (v) = vam v3, khdée manh.



Hoof (n) = 1. cai méng (ngya). 2 Vong dai bang sat hay gé
déng xung quanh thing,

Tender (a) = mem mai.
Half-closed (compound adj: n + Past Participle) = lim dim;
nva kin nia mé.
Sallva (n) = nuéc miéng.
To plough (v} = cay (rudbng); (n) = cdi cay.
To recall (v) = nhd lai, nhdc lai; & day c6 nghia nhu: nghi d&n.
Portfolio (n) = cap dyng giay ty.
Leather-made (compound adj: n + past parciticiple) = lam
bang da thude.
O
DE TA! 10:
Trong médt cude di choi vé mién qué , anh (hay chi)
ngung lai dé xem mét con bd an cd bén dudng. Hay
ta con bo dé va néi né giip ngudi ta nhur thé nao 2
Mo bai  — Anh da trong thdy con bb & dau va khi nao ?
Than bai a) N6i vé hinh dang bén ngoai gom cé hinh thi,
than, lang, sitng, mat, chan, dudi, v.v...
b) Ta nhing o déng cia con bd liic anh quan sét no.

Két lugn — Ta ldy ra duge nhitng Igi ich gi & con bo.

Chi nhat trude tdi da quyst dinh di choi mot chuyén vé mién
qué. Khi tdi tdi gan Héc Mon, toi da trong thiy mét con bd dang
gam ¢6 bén [& duong. Boi vay tsi da ngung lai quan sit né.

Than con bo nay rat ldn va map. Sing cta né trong rét nhon.
Nhitng cai sitng d6 lam toi sg hai hic dau nhung con bd hinh nhu



hitn. bdi vay chiang bao lau tdi 18y lai duge binh tinh va dd quan
sat né nhidu hon. Né cé mot bd 16ng béng lodng méu d6 nhat trong
rdt dep. Bung né réit 16n, nhing chan cia né hinh nhu c6 vé nhod
nhung trong rdt ving chfic. Méng chén den va trong gidng nhu lam
bing plat-tich cing. Dudi né dai véi chum long & cudi, thinh thoéang
con bd ve vAy dudi € dudi rudi mudi. Con bd di chuyén cham chap,
ngitng lai an co trén mdt bai cé xanh non. Ching bao lau mjt ciu
bé d&n va giht con bo di. Toi xem cau d6 buje con bd vao mbt gbe
cay. Khong lau, con bd nam xuéng. Ham né tiép tuc nhai co vk mét
né tréng nhy budn ngi va lim dim. Nudc miéng chay ra xung
quanh mép.

Trong lic tdi tiep tuc di, tdi nghi con bd cd ich lgi biét bao.
Trude hét, tdi nghi vé viec né da cho sita, kem, bo va phé mat nhu
thé nao va roi téi 44 nghi nd giup chding ta ra sao trong viéc cay
bira dat rudng va kéo xe. Cudi cung, td6i nghi dén bb da cung cép
cho chung ta thit trong nhdng bida an va da lam day dép, chp dung
giay t3 va nhang vat dung lam bang da khac.

Tai két ludn rang con ba la mpt vat hiu ich nhit d8i véi ta.
2
TOPIC 11: Describe your street during a rainstorm.

Introduction — Give the location of your street and the
approximate time of the rainstorm.

Body a) Describe the sky just before the storm.

by Describe the sights you saw on the street,
including houses, vehicles, and people.

Conclusion -— Give 'your impressions of the storm and the
activities you saw.,

13



Last Thursday afternoon when I was about to leave my home.
which is located on Hai Ba Trung street, I noticed that dark clouds
had rapidly formed in the sky and that it had gotten much darker.
The wind started to blow strongly, then the rain began. I decided
to stay home.

The wind continued to blow stronger and stronger. The rain
fell down heavily, obscuring my surroundings. I couldn’t see objects
clearly at a distance of more than ten meters. The heavy drops of
rain pattered noisily on the tin-roofs. The sky was pitch-dark. Every
now and then it was brightened by streaks of lightning. The thunder
roared as if it were ripping the sky apart.

The street and side-walks soon were overflowing with water.
The drain-pipes and gutters of the houses were flooded and water
was pouring down like a torrent. The street was almost deserted.
Most of the people who were travelling on the street took cover
under verandah roofs or in doorways. Some small school-boys and
girls, caught by the sudden rain, were drenched and started shivering.
They huddled together in the doorway of a bazaar located near my
house. Sometimes a cyclo with its canvas convertible top pulled
tightly down rolled down the street. Some cars went by, splashing
the water like sprays from a faucet to the sides of the street.

It continued to rain heavily until late in the evening. When
the rain stopped, the air seemed very fresh and clean. Everything
along the street looked as if it had been washed and glistened under
the street lights. Scon the street was crowded again with people
who came out to enjoy the coolness and freshness of the air after

the heavy rain.
o

Explanations
Rainsterm {n) = tran mua gidng
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Approximate (a) = gin, phong chung.

To be located (v) = toa lac 4, & tai.

Obscuring (Present Participle) = lam m¥ mit, t6i tam.
Surroundings (pl.noun) = ngudi va viit xung quanh.

My surroundings = & day c6 nghia nhu: b&n phia quanh tbi.

To patter, patiered (v) = dap nhé va nhanh lién ti€p; d day
c6 nghia nhu roi 16p bdp (mua)

Tin-roof = mai kém, mai tdn (tin = thiéc)
Pltch (n) = chét den lay ra td diu lia, than cbc;

(compound ad}: n + a} pitch-dark = den sm.
Streaks of lightning = nhing tia chdp.

To roar {v) = gAm thét (thi ring); & diy o6 nghia nhu: (sAm)
gam ran

To rip apart {v) = xé ra ting manh; dut roi ra.

To overfiow (v) = tran ngip

Drain pipe {n)= cing ranh.

Gutter (n) = éng mdng.

To pour down {v} = chay x8i x4 xudng, trit zufng.
Verandah-roof = mai hién.

to drench {v) = lam udt nhu chujt 1ot

Shivering (Present Participle) = run rdy.

To huddie together (v} = chen chiic nhau, x6 diy nhau
Doorway (n) = 18i vao.

Convertible (a) = o6 th& hodn cai, 4di duge,é day convertible
top = mui x&p.

Splashing (Present Participle) = lam bén tée.
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Faucet (n) = vbi nudc.
To glisten (v) = chigu sing loang. léng tanh,
)
DE TAI 11: Hay t& dudng phé nha anh (hay chj)
trong con mua gidng.

Mo bai: — Néi dia diém dudng phé nhi anh va thui gian
lde mua gidng. -
Than bai:a) Ta bau troi ngay trudc con mua giong.

by Ta quang canh anh da thiy ¢ ngoai dudng phd
g0m nha oa, xe cd va ngudi ta.

K&t lugn: — N6i cam tudng vé trin mua gibng va nhing hoat
ddng ma anh da thay.

2

Trua thd tu vita qua khi t6i s8p ra khoi nha trén duong Hai
Ba Trung, t8i di nhan thiy trén trdi nhing dim may den ty lai
rit nhanh va tréi 83 i sam lai. Gié bat dau thdi manh roi mua
bat dau roi. Tai quydt dinh & iai nha.

Gié ti€p tuc théi cang ngay cang manh hon. Mua roi tam ta,
che m¥ bdn phia quanh téi. Tdi khong con nhin rd duge khoang
cach xa han mudi mét. Nhitng hat mua ning 19p bdp trén mdi ton.
Troi t6i sdm. Thinh thoang nhing tia chdp l6e sang. S&m gam ran
nhu xé tan bau trdi ra titng manh.

Dudng ph8 va via he chéng bao lau tran ngap nude. Cong
ranh va 6ng mang médi nha audc chdy x3i xa xubng nhu mét giong
thac ld. Dudng phd ving vé. Hau hét ngudi di ngoai dusng trénh
mua dudi mai hién hoiic trong cita ngd. Vai cd ciu hoc sinh gap
mua thinh linh bi uét sing va bat dau run lanh. Cac em ding chen
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chiic nhau noi cta mdt nha hang tap hoa gan nha tai. Lau lau mot
xe xich 16 mui vai bd x&p tha chim kin chay dudi dudng. Vai chiée
xe hoi chay qua lam tung toe nudc gifng nhu nhing tia nuéc phun
ra tit vbi nude tde sang hai bén dudtng.

Troi ti€p tuc mua to cho t6i qud chiéu, Khi mua tanh, khéng
khi hinh nhu tudi médt va sach hdn. Mei vat hai bén duting phd
trong nhu da dugc ght nia va sdng loang dudi anh dén dudng. Ching
bao lau phé x4 déng dic tro lai vA ngudi ta ra ngoai dé thudng thic
cii tudi mat cia khéng khi sau tran mua to.

O
TOPIC 12: Describe a sea-side resort in Summer.

Intraduction — What is the name of the sea-side resort ?
Where is it located ?

Body. -~ Describe the sea-side resort, including some
of principal sights and land-marks.

Conclusion - Give your impressions of the sea-side resort.

My favorite sea-side resort in summer is VUNG TAU, which
is located on the South China Sea, not too distant a drive from my
home in HCM City.

VUNG TAU is a beautiful little city built along the shore and
surrounded by rolling, rock-covered hills. Many people go there for
weekend trips, or longer holiday vacations. There are many good
hotels in the city, and some along the nearby beaches.

There are many nice beaches at VUNG TAU, but my favorite
one is a small one, nestled in a cave of large rocks [t is reached by
“limbing down many steps to the water’s edge At this secluded
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beach there is also a large wrecked ship, firmly-stuck in the sand
just off shore.

Along the main beach in the city there are many small
restaurants located on the sand. Each of them has colorful chairs
for one to sit in and rest. This is a favorite place for many people
to come to in the evening and watch the sunset and enjoy the
sea-breeze,

VUNG TAU is such a special sea-side resort to me that I shall
miss it very much if I can’t visit it o Jeast onoe a year.

O

Explanations
Resort (n) = noi nghi mat resort city — thanh phé d€ nghi mat
Landmark {n) = cdi m&c 48 chi duding 16i; & day c6 nghia nhu:
d1a gioi
Rock-covered (compound adj: n + Past Part) = phu da.
Nestled (Past Part) = #n minh, nép minh, lam t8 (6 chim);

Wrecked shlp = con tau ddm.

Stick,stuck {v) = mic ket 6 mot chd; sea breeze (compound
noun) = gié bién nhe nhe.

At least = it nhit.
Q

DE TA! 12 : Hay md t& mét noi nghi méat ngoai
be bién vé mia ha.

Mo bai  — Tén cia udi nghi mat d6 la gi ?
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Than bdi — Ta noi nghi mdt mign bin 46, gom vai auang
canh chinh va dja gidi.

Két ugn — N6i cam nghi clia anh v ndi nghi mat d6.

Ndi nghi mat mign bién ua thich cta tdi vé mia ha la Ving
Thu, & trén by bién  Pong  khong qua xa ndu di bing xe hoi tir
nha téi & Thanh ph& Ho Chi Minh

Ving Tau A mét thanh phé nho dep xay dung doc theo ba
bi€n vi bao quanh béi nhing d6i d4 nhdp nhd. Nhitu ngudi d&n do
trong nhing cude di choi cudi tuain, hoac trong nhing ky nghl 1
dai. C6 nhitu khdch san t6t trong thianh ph& va vai khach san doc
nhing bai bién gan d6.

C6 nhidu bai bién dep tai Ving Thu, nhung bai bién ua thich
cia tdi la mot bai bin nhd 4n béng mot hang d4 16n. Ngudi ta tdi
d6 bang cach treo nhigu bac téi by nude. G bai bién biét lap nay.
ciing c6 mdt con tau 16n d4m chdn chat vao cat ngay khoi bi

Doc theo bit bién chinh cia thanh ph6, o6 nhiéu tiém an nhé
trén bai cit, mdi tidm déu 6 nhng gh& mau sic sac s§ 48 ngudi
ta ngoi nghi. D6 A mo6t noi wa thich cho nhigu ngudi lui t6i vao budi
chitu, ngdm mét trdi lan va thudng thitc gié bién nhe nhe.

Ving Tau la mot noi nghi mat ngoai bién qua dac biet déi
vai toi d8n ndi tdi s& nhd noi nay rat nhidu néu téi khong duge
vigng né it nhat mdi nam mét Tan.

@
TOPIC 13: Describe a city park.

Introduction — Where is the park ?
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Body — Describe the park. including: shape, area,
fence, gutes, trees, plants, paths, lawn, flower
beds, and etc...

Conclusion — Discuss the usefulness and satisfactions of
the park to the -people in the city.

There is a park near my house. [ usually go there to play with
my friends. '

It is a rectangular park with an area of about two acres of
land. The park is surrounded by a doubie: fence—an iron fence sutside
and a hibiscus one inside. There are 1wo gates, one at each end of
the park. The gates are also made of iron and look beautiful even
though their architecture is simple. In the park there are many
gravel-paved paths. Along the fence and at the sides of the park are
tall trees whose branches and leaves are green and luxuriant. These
trees provide a lot of shade to the park all day long.

In the center of the park is a large lawn which looks like a
green carpet. On this carpet are flower beds designed in various
shapes—diamonds, stars, triangles. hexagones and others and these
are symetrically arranged. A bed of flowers also surrounds a pool
with a water-spray fountain. In this bed, the red, violet, and yellow
flowers blend together with the crystal-clear sprays of water from
the fountain. It is a very pretty sight to watch, and the sound made
by the  spray pouring down on the leaves near by is restful
and enjoyable.

Many people go to the park every day. but it is mest crowded
on Sundays and holidays. People go there to rest on the cement
benches which are placed around the lawn or by the park lanes.
They enjoy the cool breeze and like to listen to the twittering of the
birds. In the park they can rest, meditate and get away from the
noisy and bustling city.
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Explanations

Area (n) = b& mit, dign tich; mién.
Flower-bed (comp.n) = luéng hoa
Satisfaction (n} = sy théa mén
To be surrounded by = dugc vy quanh bdi.
Hibiscus (n} = cay dam byt.
Architecture (n} = kifn tric
Gravel (n) = d4 cudi, soi.
Paved (Past part) = dugc lat.
Luxuriant (a) = rudm ra, nhidu; J day djch 1a: xum ;tué
Lawn (n) = bai ¢d, sin cd.
Diamond (n) = kim cuong; & day c6 nghia nhu hinh thoi.
Hexagone (n) = hinh lyc gifc. o
Symetrically (adv) = mét cich can 46,
Water-spray fountain = gi&ng nuwdc phun
to blend together (v) = hda lin nhau
Crystai-clear (compound adj: n + a) = trong vt nhu pha l2.
Restful (8) = ém 4, yén ling; & dAy c6 nghia nhy : thodi mai.
Twittering (n} = tiéng chim kéu chiém chiép.
To meditate (v) = trim tu, suy nghi viée gi.
To get away from (v} = ra khdi, xa l4nh,
(adj) ncarby = a nearby river = con song 3 gdn ddy
(adv) near by = They live near by = Ho song 8 gin &lﬁ)«:
2
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DE TAI 13: T4 mét cong vién thanh phd

Mé bai: — Cong vien d6 & dau ?

Than bai:— Ta cdng vién 46 gdm c6 : hinh thé, dign tich,
hang rdo, céng, cay cbi, hoa ¢b, 18i di, bai co va
ludng tréng hoa, v.v...

K&t lugn: — Thao luan vé sy hiu ich va sy thda mén cia dan
thanh phé 46i vdi cong vién.

Gan nha tdi c6 mot cHng vien. Tdi thudng ra 46 d€ chai dha
véi ban be.

D6 1a mft cong vien hinh ch? nhat trén mét khu dit rong
viio khoang bai mudgi méu tay. Cong vien duge bao vAy béi hang rao
d0i - mdt hang rho sht & ngodi vi mdt hing rao cay dam byt bén
trong. C6 hai c8ng viio, mbi dAu cong vien cé mot cing. Nhitng cing
d6 lam bing sit va trong dep mét dBu rhing ki€n tric gian dj. Trong
cOng vién c6 nhitu 16i di 14t 86i. Doc theo b tho va & bdn phia cOng
vien dtu cé chy to canh 14 xum xud xzanh t§t. Nhiang cay dé cho
nhidu béng mat subt nghy.

4 gida cdng vidn 13 mdt bii ¢6 ring tréng nhu mdt t&m tham
xanh. Trén t&m tham nay 1A nhdng luéng hoa &G hinh déng - hinh
thoi, ngdi sao, tam gide, lyc gidc vh nhdng hinh khéc nda. Nhing
luSng hoa nay dugc sfp dat cAn d&i. Cing c6 mot ludng hoa vay
quanh mdt hé nudc phun. Trén nhing luéng hoa nay nhing hoa
mau ving, mau tim vi mau 46 hda ln vdi tia nudc trong vt nhu
pha 12 ti bdn nudc phun ra. Pay 13 mdt cinh rit dep mét ¢€ xem
va tifing nudc phun rao rdo xung 14 cAy gan d6 nghe thoai mdi va
~ day thich thu.
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Hang ngay nhidu ngudi ra cbng vien chdi nhung nhing ngay
chu nhat va ngay nghi thi ddng nhé&t. Ngudi ta ra 6 ngdi chai trén
nhing gh€ d4 dat quanh bai cd hay bén Wi di trong edng vidn. Ho
thudng thitc gié mat va nghe ti€ng chim kéu riu rit. Trong cdng
vien ho c6 thé nghi ngdi, suy tudng va xa lanh thanh phs dn ao va
nio ddng.

O
TOPIC 14: Describe a city.

Introduction — Give its name and its location.

Body — Describe the city, including some of its
+ principal sights and landmarks.

Conclusion — Give your iinpressions of the city.

I have been to many cities, but the city I know and like best
is the one I am describing to you. The name of the city is Dalat. I
spent three years attending school there. Dalat is located in the
Highlands in Central Vietnam and is about 300km from HCM City

It is a very pretty city built on the “Lang Biang” Plateau and
is situated in the middle of a valley which is surroundel by rolling
hills and a range of high and rugged mountains. '

The city is centered to the west of the beautiful H6 Xuan
Huong Lake., For the most part, the roads in the area are curved
and steep. Magnificent villas are scattered on both sides of the roads.
We can also find some lovely villas nestled in the pine-woods and
others located far up on the mountains and overlooking the city and
valley. The beautiful mountains, trees and lakes make Dalat resemble
a city located somewhere in Switzeriand and not belonging to Vietnam.
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I think Dalat is a very pretty and enjoyable city. It is a favorite
‘place for tourists and artists. Artists find Dalat ideal for their work.
It offers beautiful scenery for their inspiration. 1Other pm'sms find
the beauty and solitude inspirational for their writmg '

O

Expalantions
Highland (n) = mién Cao Nguy2n.
Plateau (n) = mién Cao Nguydn.
Rolling hills = nhing ngon dbi tring diép, nhip nhd
Rugged (8) = khdng biing phing, 16m chdm, bi lom.
Magnificent (a) = dep mét cch xa hoa, tring 18
Scattered (Past Part) = rai rdc.
To overlook (v) = b qua, trong ra; & day c6 nghia la nhin xuéng
To resemble (v) = trong giéng nhu.
ideal for their work = 1y tudng cho cdng vidc cia hQ
To offer (v) = Bifu, dang; & d4y c6 nghia nhu cung ung,
cung cAp
inspiration (n) = cam hing.
Solitude (n} = sy cd don.

Q

DE TAI 14: T mét thanh phé

Mé bai  — Néi tén va vj tri cla thanh phé

Than bai — Ta thanh phd d6 gom mot vai canh chinh va
ranh gidi

124



- Két lufn — N6i cAm tudng cda anh v& thanh phé nay.

Toi da di tham nhiéu thanh phé, nhung thanh ph& ma téi bist
va tdi thich nh#t la cdi thanh ph§ ma tdi s2 md ta cho cdc ban &
day. Tén thanh phd d6 la Da Lat. Téi d4 sfng ba nam theo hoc &
d6. Da Lat & midn Cao Nguyén mién Trung Viét Nam va cach Thanh
phd Hé Chi Minh khodng 300km.

D6 1a mdt thanh phd khé dep xAy dyng trén cao nguyén “Lam
Vién” va G vao khoang gidta mét thung ling vay quanh bdi nhiing
ngon dbi tring diép va ring nii cao 18m chdm.,

Thanh phS tAp trung vé phia tay cia Ho Xuan Huong trang
13. Phin 16n dudng trong khu vifc nay thi uén khic va déc. Nhing
bigt thy 19ng 14y rdi rdc hai ben dudng. Chung ta cing c6 thé tim
thily vai bigt thy duyén ding (nép minh), &n béng trong ring thong
v& nhitng ngdi khdc toa lac trén nhing ngon ndi ding xa va nhin
xuéng thanh phé va thung ling. Nhing ndi dep, cay cdi va nhing
ho nudc lam cho Da Lat gifng mdt thanh phs & dau bén Thyy Si
va khong thudc va Vigt Nam.

Téi cho ring Da Lat 1a mdt thanh ph& rat dep va vui thich.
D6 1a mot noi ua thich d6i vdi du khach va hoa si. Hoa s tim thay
Da Lat mdt noi 1y tudng d€ sdng tac cho téc phdm cia hg. N6 cung
dng nhing carh dep cho cdm hing cia ho. Nhdng ngudi khac tim
thély vé dep v sy quanh hiu la ngubn cdm hing cho sy vidt van.

D

TOPIC {5: Describe a train terminal just before and
during the departure of a train.

Introduction — Give the location of the terminal and the time
you were thera,
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Body a) Describe the scene at the ticket office, the
terminal patio

b) Describe the train, passengers, friends seeing
their relatives or acquaintances off, ete...

¢) Describe the train leaving the terminal.

Conclusion -— Give your impressions drawn from your
observations.

My father had to make an extended visit to Nha Trang and
departed last Sunday by train. My whole family went to see him off.

When we arrived at the terminal, the entire area was crowded
with people, Passengers were pushing and shoving one another to
get to the office to buy their tickets. Others were burdened down
with suitcases, bags and boxes trying to get them checked in and
on the train. Since my father had bought his ticket in advance, he
spared himself much of the confusion. He was able to carry his
suitcase and did not have to get it checked in.

 The express train bound for Nha Trang was sitting on track

No | and ready for the passengers to board. Soon the engine started

and sent forth columns of smoke into the air. Twelve passenger-cars

were attached to the engine and the entire train looked like a long
disjointed snake.

Some people had already boarded the train and were sticking
their heads out of the train windows to talk to their friends and
relatives and bid them farewell. Those who were late were hurrying
to get aboard and get their seats. They were straining and struggling
with many packages and bags and all were trying to get aboard and
get seats. A luggage cart was rolling hurriedly to and fro. My father
went to his train car, which had compartments for sleeping. We
accompanied him onto the train. The conductor told my father the
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train would be leaving in five minutes. My father gave us his
last-minute instructions. We stepped off the train and stood below
the train windows to bid him goodbye.

Suddenly, the terminal keeper holding a small signal flag in
his hand came out of an office and proceeded to where the engine
was located. He put a whistle in his mouth and focussed his eyes
on his watch. At exactly 8.00 AM he waved the flag and blew along
sound on the whistle. The train then blew its siren. It sounded as
if it would shatter the entire area. The wheels of the train gradually
started to move making harsh grinding noises.

We stood at the train terminal, waving our hands until the
train was out of sight. We felt melancholy and slightly sad knowing
that our father would be away from home for guite some time. On
the way home, we all talked about how much we would like to have
accompanied him to Nha Trang. We all decided that some day we,
too, would travel by train.

2

Explanations
Train terminal (comp). (n) = nha ga xe lGa cudi.

Terminal patio (com). (n) = sén ga.

Acquaintances (n) = nhing ngudi quen thude.

Extended (past part) = duge ndi rong, kéo dai (dai ngay)
Extended visit = cudc tham viéng mot thoi gian lau, dai han.
To see somebody off = tién ai di

To shove {v) = x6 manh, ddy manh

To be burdened down with = bj ning triu véi.

In advance = trude.

Confusion (n) = sy rdi tri, 1&n 1§n.
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Express train = xe lia tdc hanh.

Bound for = sp chay di (thu, xe dd, mdy bay v.v..)

To board {v) = l&én tau, xe. |

To send forth {v) = dua lén, nha i&n.

To stick one’s head out of = tho dau ra ngoai.

To bid farewell (v) = néi 15i tir bidt, tam biét.

To straln {v) = c& gng, kho6 nhoc; & day cé nghia nhu: vAt va,
Luggage cart {comp.n) = xe chd hanh ly & ga ra xe hia.
To accompany {n) = di theo, tién dua.

Conductor (n) = ngudi din duding, ngudi sodt vé.
Terminal keeper (n} = vién xé&p ga

To proceed (v) = di thing d&n.

To shatter (v) = dap tan ra, lam tan ra tidng manh.

O

DE TAI 15: Hay tA mét ga xe liia ngay trutc gir va
trong gi& khéi hanh clia mét chuyén xe.
Mo bii  — Nb6i dia di€m cia nha ga va thoi gian anh c6 mat
G déb.
Thén bai a) Héy ti quang canh & phong bdn vé, san ga.

b) T4 cdi xe lia, hanh khéch, ban ha tién_dlxa ba
con hay nhing ngudi quen thin cia ho v.v...

c) T& xe hia rdi ga.
K&t lun — N6i cAm nghi cia anh do sy quan st d6.
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Cha t6i da phéi di Nha Trang mét thsi gian JAu hdm chd
nhat trudc bang xe lita. Ca gia dinh t6i da di tidn ba t8i.

Khi ching t&i tdi ga, toan thé khu nha ga ngudi déng nghet,
hanh khdch x6 ddy nhau 48 tdi ban gidy mua vé, Nhing nguti khac
néng triu véi va-ly qun 4o, tdi va hop of ging dugc ki€m nhan
hanh 1y va 1&n toa xe. Vi cha t6i 42 mua vé trudc nén ngudi dd phai
ric réi gi nhidu. Cha t3i cé th€ mang ldy va-li v khéng phai gii
kigm nhén.

Chuy&n xe Iita t6c hanh sip chay di Nha Trang dang &8u trén
godng 86 1 v sfin sing 48 hanh khach Ién xe. Chéing bao lau dau
mdy bét dau hoat dong nha lén trdi nhing cbt khéi. Mudsi hai toa
hanh khach n8i v4i dau mdy va toan thé chuy&n xe lia gifng nhu
mbt con rdn dai c6 nhizu khic.

Vai ngudi da 1én xe vh thd dau ra ngoai ca sd xe d& chuyén
trd vdi ban hdu, ho hang va gid tit ho. Nhitng ngudi d&€n mudn dang
hét hai (vi va) 1&n xe d& kidm chd ngdi. Ho vAt vA vat 16n vdi nhizu
hanh 1y, vdi nhiing bao géi va tdt ca deu cf ging lén xe Iy ché
ngdi. Mot xe ddy hanh ly dang v6i va qua lai. Cha toi di téi toa xe
o6 nhing phong ngi nhé. Ching tbi tién dua ngudi 1én xe. Ngubi
soit vé bac cha tdi niim phit nida xe sé chay. Cha toi da dan do
ching tbi vai dieu vao phit chét. Chiing tdi bude ra khdi xe va ding
dudi cita s8 xe @8 tam bidt ngudi.

Béng nguti x€p ga cAm médt 4 ofs hidu nhd trong tay ra khai
van phong va di thing t6i noi dau mdy dau. Ong ta d& cai cdi vao
mi¢ng, va mit chim chd nhin déng hd. Tam git dung, 6ng ta phat
3 hidu va thdi mdt hdi coi dai. Tigp d6 xe Iia rd cdi. Tiéng odi xe
lia vang doi nhuw muén phé tan bau khéng khi cd khu nha ga. Banh
xe tit tif chuyén phédt ra nhdng tigng lan kho khan.

Chiing tbi dung & san ga, vAy tay cho tdi khi doan xe mét
hit. Ching t8i cAm thély bang khuéng va nhe busn vi thay la cha



toi ¢6 16 36 véng nha khd lau. Trén dubng vé nha, tit ca ching toi
deu néi vé viéc ching tdi da ao ubc bigt bao ndu da duge di cung
ba téi ra Nha Trang. Tat ca ching t6i da quyét dink ring mot ngay
kia chiing tdi cing sé di du ljich mdt noi nao d6 bing xe hia.

9
TOPIC 16: Describe your school

Introduction — Give the name of school and its location.

Boby a} Describe the physical appearance of the school
including roofs, walls, rooms, school, patio,
toilet reom, ete...

b) Describe the activities in the school.

Conclusion - Give your feelings and impressions regarding
your school.

My school is built on a large piece of ground. People can see
the sign of the school and read its name “Kien Hoa High School”
from quite a distance away. The sign is put across on two cement
pillars which form the entrance gate of the school.

The school is built with bricks and roofed with red tiles. Its
once yellow-painted walls have already become greyed and its roof
has collected moss due to years of monscon rains.

My school has only nine rooms; nevertheless, it houses the
students of twelve grades. One room is used for the principal’s office,
one for the alministrative office, one for the teachers and six are
used for regular classrooms. A long verandah is situated in front of
the building and a hibiscus fence surrounds the school grounds. The
patio area is very spacious and has two big tall shady tamarind trees
- one at each side of the patio. A flower bed surrounds the flag pole.
At the back of the school there is a large area where students can



go to take physical education and participate in various sports. The
bathroom facilities for the students are situated toward the back of
this playground.

My school has six hundred students, half of this six hundred
are boys and the other half, girls. Tt has a staff of twelve teachers,
including the principal and the proctor who also teach. It operates
on a two-shift basis. Those who study in the morning take physical
education classes and play sports in the afternoon, and likewise those
who are enrolled in afternoon classes engage in physical education
classes and sports in the morning. I attend morning classes. The
school is therefore very busy and active all day long. It only becomes
quiet and deserted in the evening when all the classes are finished
and teachers and students go home.

I am in the eleventh grade now. Soon I will leave this school
and transfer to another school to enroll in the twelfth grade and
finish my high school. I like the school very much and have spent
happy days here. Whenever I think of having to leave it and transfer
to another school, I feel very sads I am sure I will miss it greatly.

@)
Explanations

Sign (n) = bang hidu, bing tén
Plllar (n) = cai odt try
Moss (n) = réu

fl

Due to = vi, gay ra bdi

Monsoon (n) = gié mua

Nevertheloss (adv) = tuy nhidn.
Principal’s office = vin phdng hitu trudng.
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H?blseus (n) = ciy dam byt

Spaclous (ad]) = réng rai

Tamarind tree = cay me.

Physical education = thé dyc

Proctor (n) = 6ng gifim thj

Shift (n) = sy d6i phién, ca (hoc, 1am vidc)
Two-shift basls = cAn ban hai phien (budi)
To be enrolied = duge ghi danh

To engage (v) = hita hen (lam viée gi); & day 6 nghia nhu:
tham dy

Deserted (a) = hoang ving.
To transter (v) = chuyén, d6i,

Q .
D& TAl 16: Hay ta ngbi truomg hoc cha anh.

Mo bai — Né6i ten trudng hoc clia anh va vj tri cda né.

Thém bai — a) Hay ta hinh ddng bén ngoai clia ngbi trudng
gom méi, tudng, phdng hoc, san trutsng, nha
vé sinh v.v...

b) Hay ti nhi?tng hoat djng cia trung.

Két lupn — N6i cAm tudng va ¥ nghia cia anh lién quan dén
trudng anh.

Trudng t8i duge xay trén mét manh dai ring. Ngudi ta c6
thé trong thiy tfm bidn truting vi doc dugc tén trudng “Tryong
Trung hoc Kién Hoa” tir mot khodng ciich rét xa. Bién trudng duge
~dat ngang trén hai obt xi-ming lam thanh ofng vao trudng hoc.

[
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Trudng xay bAng gach va méi ngéi d6. Nhitng bic tudng oo
lan duge quét vdi vang va dd ngd mau xam va mai trudng da bam
réu vi nhidu ndm mua mua,

Trutng tdi chi ¢ chin phong hoe, tuy nhién né cung cip chd
cho hoc sinh mu#i hai 16p. Mot phong ding lam phdng hidu trudng,
mbdt phong lam (phong vide) van phdong nha trudng, mét phong lam
phong gido vién con sau phdng dung lam 18p hoc. Mot hanh lang dai
g ding truéc ngdi trudng va mdt hang rio dam byt vy quanh khu
d4dt truong hoc. Khu san tring rit rOng va c6 hai ciy me cao béng
mét. M8i cAy & mot dau sdn. Mdt bdn hoa bao xung quanh cbt ci.
Ding sau trudng o6 mdt khu rdng noi 46 hoc sinh co thé ra tap thé
dyc va tham gia nhidu mén thd thao. Nhitng tién nghi tAm ria cho
hoc sinh & phia sau san choi nay.

Trudng tdi c6 sfu trim hoc sinh, mdt nida s6 sdu tram nay la
nam vi nda kia 1A nd.

Trudng c6 mdt ban gidng huéin gom mudi hai gido vién ké ca
éng hiéu trudng va thay gidm thj cing d2u day. Trudng hoat ddng
trén chn ban ngay hai budi luan phién. Nhing hoc sinh hoc vé busi
séng tap th& duc va choi csic mon thé thao vao budi chidu, va ngugce
lai nhitng ai ghi tén vao cac 16p budi chigu tham dy cac 16p thé dyc
va cAc mdn th€ thao vao budi sang.

T8i hoc cdc 1dp bufi sdng. Do 46 trudng rit bén ron va hoat
ddng sudt ngdy. Trudng chi trd nén y&n tinh va vAng vé vé chidu
t8i khi t&t cA moi 18p hoc 44 {(mén) hoc xong vi khi gido vién, hoc
sinh vé nha.

Bay gis toi dang hoc lép mudi mét. Ching bao lau nda tdi sé
roi ngdi trudng nay va chuyén sang trudng khdc 48 ghi tén hoc lap
mudi hai va hoan tit béc trung hoc clia tbi. Toi rit thich ngdi trudng
nay va da trai qua nhéing ngay sung sudng & day. Bét cit khi nao
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nghi d&n phai xa né va déi di trudng khdc tdi cAm théy réit buon.
Tdi chéc chin sé nhd nd rat nhidu.

D

TOPIC 17: Describe a typical family
dinner scene in your home.

Introduction — Give the place, time and circumstances

Body a) Describe the dishes, the tables, menu,
individual’s preparation for dinner

b) Describe the scene, including seating of
persons, family members’ attendance , con-
versation and other pertinent activities.

Conclusion — Give your impressions of the dinner gathering.

It was six in the evening. We had just returned from school.
A few minutes later my father also came home from his day’s work.

Everyone was busy washing his hands and getting ready for
dinner. My mother was occupied displaying dishes and food on the
table. Soon we heard my mother giving the directions we had all
waited for : “Come on ! Let’s eat dinner ~” All seven of us dashed
to the table. Dishes of food were placed on the table which was
covered with a white cloth. A large bowl of soup sat in the center
of the table sending forth ribbons of steam into the air. Around the
bow] of soup were various plates containing roast pork, salad and
fish cooked with sauce. At each person’s place there were chopsticks,
a spoon and a small dish containing fish sauce. A large enamel bowl
filled with fluffy steaming rice occupied a space at one end of the
table. Near the rice container was a stack of small individual bowls. -
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My father sat at one end of the table and my mother sat at
the opposite end to serve the rice. We, children, sat at the sides of
the table. My mother took the steamed rice out of the container and
put it into the smaller individual bowls and passed them to us. We
all commenced to eat.

During the meal my father asked us about our studies, the
school and activities of the day. My mother was busy helping my
younger brothers and sisters eat their dinner. She would select and
cut up pieces of roast pork, serve them soup and help them handle
their dishes. Every now and then during the meal she would leave
the table and go to the kitchen to bring back more food. Since we
had no servant, each of us had to give our mother a hand to clear
the table and help wash the dishes.

I think dinner time is one of the most enjoyable times of the
day in our home. This is the best time for us to get together to talk,
share ideas and enjoy one another.

Explanations

Pertinent (a) = thich ddng; thich hop
_ Gathering (n) = sy quay quan.
To dash (v) = chay ta dén.
Ribbons of steam = nhing dai khéi hoi
Chopstick (n} = dda
Fish-sauce (comp.n) = nuéc mim
Enamel (n) = nudc men; enamel = bit men st
Fluffy (a). = x6p, mém nhu nhung.
Container (n) = db dung; & day c6 nghia nhu : cii lién dyng.
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A stack (n) = mdt chong (bat)
Steamed rice = com.

To handle (v) = chi huy, cai quin; & day c6 nghia nhy: xi
dung, cAm (bat)

To get together (v) = quay, quén v6i nhau;

O

DE TAl 17: Hay ta quang cinh mét bia com chidy
trong gia dinh & nha em.

Mo bai  — Hay néi noi chén, thdi gian va trutsng hgp.

Thén bdi a) Hay ta nhing dia thic an, ban an, thyc don va
Sy sia soan cua mdi ngudi trong bia com.

b) Héy ta quang cAnh gdm ché ngbi cia moi ngudi,

sy tham dy cia nhidng ngudi trong gia dinh, sy

chuygn trd vA nhitng hoat dong thich hgp khde.

Két lugn: — Néi cdm tudng ctia anh v SY quiy quan trong
bita com chidu. '

Da 6 giy chidu. Ching t6i vita di hoc & trubng ve. Vai phiit
sau cha t8i cing tir & Iam vea.

Moi nguti déu ban ron rda tay va sia soan 48 an com. Me
tdi thi lo bay bign nhing mén #n lan ban. Chéng bao lau, ching tbi
nghe thdy l4i me t6i goi ma t4t cd ching tbi deu mong: “Nao ! Di
4n com !” Tat ca bay ngudsi ching tbi da vao ban, Nhiing dia thic
&n duge dat trén ban trai khan tring. Mot t5 canh 16n d8 gitta ban
toa khéi 1én nghi ngit. Xung quanh t8 canh c6 nhidu dia dung thjt
quay, rau sfng (s& ldch), c4 kho. J chd mdi ngudi c6 mot dsi daa,
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mét cai mubng va modt dia nho dyng nuéc mAm. Mot lién sit ln
dyng com néng déo chiém mot khoang dau ban an. Gan lidn com
la m6t chong bat nhd.

Cha toi ngbi & dau ban v me tbi ngbi & phia d6i dien d& i
com. Dam tré con ching tbi ngdi hai bén ban &n. Me tdi Xic com

& lién vao ting bat nhd cia mbi ngudi vh duva cho ching t6i. Tht
ca chuing toi bat dau an.

Trong bita an cha tbi hdi han ching t6i v& viéc hoc, vite
trudng va nhing viéc trong ngay. Me t6i thi bén ron gidp cdc em
trai vh em gii tbi cho ching &n com, lya va xé nhé nhing miéng
thjt quay, chan canh cho ching va giip ching cAm bdt. Thinh
thodng trong bda an ba lai rdi ban &n 48 xubng bép mang thém
thiic an lén.

Vi gia dinh ching tdi khéng c6 ngudi lam, mbi ngudi ching
toi phai gitip me tdi mdt tay don ban vA mia chén bét.

Téi nghi ring bia &n Ja mét trong nhitng git vui vé nhat &
gia dinh tdi trong ngay. Pay 14 thdi gian t8t nhit cho ching tai
quiy quan trd chuyén, trao d8i ¥ ki€n va vui v6i nhau.

O
TOPIC 18: Describe the fiag raising ceremony
at your school
Introduction — Give the time and place of the ceremony.
Body a) Describe the scene before the ceremony.
b) Describe the scene during the ceremony.

Conclusion — Give your feelings and thoughts regarding
this ceremony.
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Every moring before we enter our classes, we have a flag
~ raising ceremony at the school. This ceremony is held at the
school patio.

At exactly 7:00 in the morning, a bell rings to signal us to
get in formation for the ceremony. All the students of each class
rush to their assigned places and face the flag pole which stands in
the middle of the school patio. One of my friends is appointed to
raise the flag. He stands near the base of the flag pole and prepares
the flag for raising.

At this time, the principal and teachers arrive and review our
formation and order. Then they take the front position.

There is no noise. Everyone keeps very quiet and looks serious.
Suddenly a loud command is heard: “Stand at attention ! Salute the
flag !”. This signals us to remove our hats and watch the flags being
raised slowly to the top of the flag pole. Meanwhile, the chorus sings
the National Anthem. When the flag reaches the top of the pole, we
hear another command: “At ease |” We disperse in an orderly manner
and go to our classes, '

Whenever [ hear our National Anthem and see our flag being
hoisted into the air, ] am reminded of our ancestors who toiled so
hard to establish this beautiful country of ours. It also makes me
think of our war heroes and those who sacrificed their lives to
protect and guard our country.

D
Explanations

Flag ralsing ceremony = 1& kéo cif (chiao ciy)
regarding (Present Part) = lien quan dén.
To signal (v) = bao hiéu
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To get in formation = sAp thanh bhang ngi
To rush to {v) = chay vdi dén
Asslgnéd (past part) = da dugc chi dinh
To be appointed to = dugc dé cit.
Meanwhile {(adv) = trong khi dé
Chorus (n} = ca doan
At ease ! = nghi ! (ti€ng hd)
To disperse (v) = giai tan
Hoisted (Past Part) = dugc kéo lén cao
To be reminded of = dugc nhic nhd, duge goi dén
To toil (v} = lam &n, vét va, khé cyc.
To sacrifice (v) = hi sinh, cung hién.
J
DE TA! 18 Hay td mét budi Ié chao c&
tai truomg anh.

Mo bai  — Thoi gian va noi lam 1.
Thén bai — a) Quang canh trude budi 18

b) Quang canh trong budi &
K&t lugn — Cam tuéng va ¥ nghi lién quan d&n budi 1&.
Sang nao trudc khi vio 16p, ching toi cing lam 18 chao co

tai trudng. Budi I& nay duge t6 chuc tai san truing.
Pung 7 giv sdng mot hoi chudng rung dé bdo hiéu cho ching
thi x€p thanh hang nga dy 18
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Ton thé hoc sinh mbi 16p voi va ve vi trf da duge chi djnh
va huéng m3t vé phia ky dai & gida san trugng. Mét trong nhing
ban t6i da duge chi dinh kéo cd. Anh ding gan chan ky dai va sda
soan kéo ci.

Vio lic d6 ong hidu trudng va cic thay gido t6i va duydt lai
hang ngi cung trat ty. Rbi moi nguti ding lén phia trude.

Khéng mot tigng dong. Moi ngusi gid y&n ling va trong rit
nghiém trang. Béng mét ménh Iénh vang lén: “Nghiém ! Quéc ky...
chao !”. Tigng ho d6 béo hidu cho ching t0i 14y nén ra va nhin vao
l4 o dang duge tir ti kéo len tdi ngon ky &ai. Trong khi dé, ban
dong ca hat bai quéc ca.

Khi qudc k¥ téi ngon ky dai, ching t4i nghe thiy mot lenh
khdc: “Nghi !” ching t5i gidi tan trong trat ty va vao 16p.

Bat ci khi niio nghe thdy tiéng qudc ca va trong thdy qudc
ky dugc kéo 1en cao, toi duge g9l nhd d&n cdc vi tién nhan da gian
lao vat vA @8 xay duyng dit nudc xinh dep nay cia ching ta. Téi
cung nghi dér nhimg béc anh hang va nhdng ngudi da hy sinh di
séng cua ho 4é bdo v& va gii gin qué huong ching ta.

9

TOPIC 19: Describe the awakening of a
big city or of a village.

One of the scenes I like to watch best is the awakening of
this big city, Ho Chi Minh, where I am living. Since my house is
located on a busy street, I usually see and hear many things going
on at this early time of the day.

Everyday, Ho Chi Minh City awakes as soon as the morning
dawns. The streets are suddenly animated with people and noisy
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vehicles. First, food peddlers appear in the streets moving busily
from house to sell their food and shouting loudly every now and
then to advertise their wares. The bread peddlers, who are my
alarm-clock because of their bicycles or motor-bicycles, are blowing
their horns in front of each house to draw the attention of housevives;
the noodle-soup woman peddlers carrying their steaming food in big
metal containers on their shoulders by means of a bamboo-pole, and
the chinese-soup peddlers calling attention to their food by means
of striking two blocks of bamboo against each other are the only
active people in the streets in the early morning. -

Next, the coffee and breakfast shops on either side of the
streets are filled with people eating, drinking, talking, and laughing
noisily over their coffee or breakfast. They seem very happy and
eager to begin another day’s work after a night’s rest.

The buses, going long distances, are trying to collect passengers
by means of loud advertisements and sending their people way out
to greet and solicit passengers. Every now and then, they blow their
horns and start their engines as if they were ready to depart, to
lure the passengers.

Presently, the people going to work, the housewives going to
the market, and the students going to school add their number to
the possession of the streets. The streets are now quite lively with
all kinds of vehicles going in all directions. The peaceful and clean
- air of the early morning is already full of smecke emitted from the
vehicles and neises made by the vehicle engines and by students,
boys and girls, clattering their shoes on the side-walks. Long celourful
dresses of women fluttering in the wind make this early morning
scene very beautiful to watch..

This noisy and lively scene lasts only for a moment, until &
o’clock when the last people going to work, to the market or school
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have reached their destinations, and the food peddlers sell out their
food and begin to carry their empty food containers home. At this
time, everything seems to slow down. The streets are thinner and
thinner with people and vehicles and the coffee and breakfast shops
are almost deserted.

Nothing is more wonderful than to watch the awakening of
this big city, Ho Chi Minh. Its atmosphere in the early morning is
quite festive and full of life. Its people and vehicles seem to regain
their energy. They are eager to begin an active and successful day
after a peaceful night’s rest.

2
Explantions

Awakening (n) = sy trd day, trdi day.

Golng on = dang di2n ra

To dawn {(v) = phdt hién, nay nd, bit dau hién ra.

As soon as the morning dawns = ngay khi trdi tang sing.
Animaied (Past Part) = ndo nhiét, linh hoat.

Peddler {n} = ngudi ban hang rong.

Shouting (Present Part) = la, rao

To advertise (v) = quang céo

Wares (n.pl} = hang héa

Fresh-from oven (compound adj: a + prep + n) = mdi ra b
Noodle - soup (compound noun: n + n) = mi
Bamboo-pole (compoumd noum: n+n)= don génh.

Way out = ra tan xa.

To solicit (V) = nai ni, nan ni, khin chu
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To lure (v) = dénh lia, nhy, rﬁbi;ﬁ:’msently (adv))= bay gio.
mbt lat sau.

Possession (n) = sy sd hdu

Add their number to the possession of the streets: cé nghia
nhy = lam thng thém vé déng dic cia dudng phd.

Emitted (Past Part) = dugc phét ra; & day c6 nghia nhu: phun
ra (khoéi), nha khéi.

Clattering (Present Part)

khua vang, lam on ao,
Fluttering (Present Part) = vd canh bay hign; day o6 nghia
nhy : phét phai.
Destination (n} = ndi d&n.
To slow down (v} = giam xudng, cham lai
Festive (a) = tung birmg, han hoan; energy (n) = nghj lyc;
sinh lye  day la sy hang say.
To be eager to = hang hdi lam viée gi.
Q

DE TAI 19: Hay ta sy thic diy clia mét thanh phd I6n
hay cia mét lang.

Mot trong nhitng canh ma tdi thich xem nhét la sy thie day
cha thanh ph8 to 16n nay, thanh ph8 Ho Chi Minh ndi tbi dang
séing. Vi nha tbi & trén mét dudng pht dong dic, tdi thudng trong
thdy vh nghe thay nhiu viéc dién ra vho lic sng sém nay.

Ngay nko ciing vay, thanh phd Ho Chi Minh thdic day ngay
khi trdi ting sing. Ph# x4 bdng nhién ndo nhigt hén len v6i ngudi
va xe ¢ 6n ho. Trudc hét, nhiing hang qua rong xuft hi¢n trén
dudng phé qua lai tAp nap t¥ng nha 8 ban thie &n va chéc chéc
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lai rao to 48 quang cdo nhdng mén hang bén cia he. Nhing nguoi
ban banh mi 1a csi dong hd bdo thic cia t6i vi sy hién dién déy
dan cia ho, mang nhing 8 banh méi ra 1o trén nhing chiéc xe dap
hogc xe mdy, vi bép cdi trude cita mdi nha 48 ggi sy chd § cia cée
ba ndi trg; nhitng ba bain mi rong ding don ginh tre ginh trén vai
mi néng bbc hoi dyng trong nhing ndi to bling kim khi, va ngudi
bin phd hi tiu rac hang cda ho bng coch gé hai miéng tre vao
nhau 14 nhitng ngusi hoat dong duy nhédt trén dudng phd vao lic
sang sém.

K& 46, nhitng cia hang ca phe va didm tam & bén nay hoféic
bén kia duing déng nghet nhing ngusi dang an udng, trd chuyén,
va cudi néi &m T ben ly ch phe hosic bza didm tAm cda ho. Ho c6
vé rit vui v hang hdi bit dau cdng vidc mdt nghy méi sau mét
dém nghi.

Nhing chuy&n xe bujt, di dudng trudng dang of nhat khach
bang nhing 131 quang cfo Bn a0 va cho ngudi cia ho ra tdn xa dé
mdi chao nai ni hanh khéch. Chée chéc ho rd cdi va 16 mdy lam
nhu ho di sin sang khdi hanh d€ dy hanh khsch.

Mot lat sau, nhing ngudi di d&n s lam, nhang ba ndi try di
chg, va hoc sinh di hge lam tang thém vé ddng dic cho duting phd.
Phé x4 gis nay thi hoan todn séng Adng véi di loai xe ch dang di
trén khip cic nga dudng. Bau khéng khi trong sach va yén tinh
clia bui sdng som bay giv da day khéi tir cic xe cb phun ra va
nhdng tiéng dong tao ra béi dong cd xe ch cung tiéng gidy dép cia
hoc sinh khua vang trén ha ph8. Nhitng ta 40 mau cia phy n@ phép
Phéi trong gi6 cing lam cho cinh sdng sdm nay trong rat dep.

Canh s6ng ddng n 20 ndy kéo dai chi trong chdc lit tdi 8
gid, khi nhing ngudi cusi cing cang da di t8i 88, tai ch¢ hay trudng
hoc, va nhing ngudi hang qua rong da bsn hét hang cia ho va béc
dau mang génh khong v8 nha. Vao Mc nay, moi vat hinh nhu chim
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lai. Puding ph6 cang hic cang thua thdt nguoi va xe cp, va nhing
ci¥a hang ca phe difm tAm da hau nhy ving vé.

Khong gi ky thdi hon 13 ngm nhin sy thic day cGa thanh
ph& Hd Chi Minh to 16n nay. Cai khong khi vé bufi sdng cda thanh
phd that 1a nhon nhip tung bing va day sy song. Nguti v xe cb
hinh nhu &y lai sy hing say cia ho. Ho hang hai bat dau nghy hoat
dong va kit qua hon sau mdt dem nghl ngoi yén tinh.

Q

PROPOSED TOPICS FOR PRACTICE WRITING
(Nhimg d8 duopc d& nghj dé thuc tip)

Describle a small child you know well and give your
impressions (Ta mot dita bé mi anh (chi) biét rd va cho biét
cam tudng ciia anh (chi).
Describe the house you wish to own
(Ta cin nha ma anh {chj} mudn cd).
Describe your pet cat or dog.
(Ta con méo nha anh (chj).
Describe a Summer evening in a big city.

(Ta mdt budi chiéu mia ha & mét thanh phé I6n).
Describe a market or street scene before Christmas or the
Vietnamese New year

(Ta médt canh chg hay dudng phd trudc nghy 16 Gidng

sinh hay Té&t).

Describe the sunset in the countryside.

(Ta Wic mat troi 1an & dong qué)

Describe your native village.
(T4 ngbdi lang noi anh {(chj) sanh ra).
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Describe the living room of your house.
(T4 phéng khachnha anh (chi).

Describe the war dead memorlal of your town or vlllage.
(Ta dai liét sf cia thanh phd hay lang anh (chj).

Your uncle has just glven you a gift for your birthday, -
Describe it.

(Chi anh vita cho anh mft mén qua nhan ngay sinh nhat
ctia anh. HAy midu t& né).

%
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SECTION 2
NARRATIVE COMPOSITION

(Ludn véin thult sy)
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TOPIC 20: The week-end picnic that | enjoyed the best.

o)
Introduction — Give the setting or place for the picnic.

Body — Describe the picnic and state reasons for its
being a good one.
Conclusion — Give your impressions of the picnic.

The week-end picnic that I enjoyed the best was just a few
months ago, when [ went to the countryside with a group of friends.
We decided to take a picnic dinner on one bright sunny day,

Everyone brought some special foods, and there was plenty to
drink. One of the boys brought along his guitar and after we ate,
we all rested in the shade of some trees and sang many popular songs.

Later, we all took a nap. We slept soundly, since it was so
peaceful and quiet in the country, and also since we were tired from
the long walk we had had to reach the picnic gpot.

When we awoke, we packed up all the left-overs and started
home. All of us were very happy after the nice picnic week-end.

O
Explanations

Setting (n} = khung canh
Plenty {(n) = nhidu.
Shade (n) = béng rgp

Popular songs = nhng bai calphb” thong, & day c6 nghia
nhu: duge wa thich.

To take a nap = ngi trua |
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Soundly (adv) = mbt cdch say (ngd).
To pack up (v) = géi do dac, hanh 1y,
Left-overs (n.pl} = &b du thira,

O

DE TAI 20: Ta mét budi di choi ngodi tréi cudi tuan ma
1oi thich nhat.

Md bai — N6i khung cinh vi ndi chén cda bufi di chei
ngoai troi.

Théan bii — Té bubi di choi ngoai trii va k€ nhing 1y do lam
bubi di choi 46 tor dep.

Két lupn — N6i cim nghi cia anh v@ budi di choi d6.

Budi di chdi ngoai trdi cudi tuir ma toi thich nhdt cich day
mdi chi ¢6 vai théng, khi tdi vé midn qué vdi modt todn ban be. Ching
toi da quyét djnh t8 chic bita &in ngoai tri vio mbt nghy ning sing

sua.

Ngudi nao cing dem vai mén an dac biét, va o6 nhidu dd ubng.
Mét cau da dem theo dan guitar va sau khi &n, tit ca ching t6i nghi
ngoi dudi béng mat cia miy ciy Idn va hat nhiéu bai ca ua chufng.

Sau d6, tit ca chiing tdi ngu trua. Ching tbi da ngi say, vi
sy ém dém va véing lang & mién que, va cing vi ching tbi da mét
sau khi da di bd duing dai d€ téi dja diém cia cude di choi ngodi
trdsi nay.

Khi ching tdi tré diy, ching tdi géi ghém tit ci nhing thic

An cbn lai va bit dau ra vé. Tdt cd ching tdi déu vui vé sau budi di
chgi dep cufi tuan.
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TOPIC 21: Relate a ride on horse back, a ride
on a bus or a flight.

Introduction — When and how did your first flight take place?

Body — Describe all that happened during your first
flight.
Conclusion — Give your impressions of the flight.

The first time I rode in an airplane was one of the most
exciting times of my life. This ride happened one day when my
father had to take a business trip and I was allowed to go with him.

We got to the airport one hour before the plane was scheduled
to depart. Qur tickets were checked and soon it was time to go. As
we walked out to the plane, I was impressed at how large and heavy
it was. After all were on board, the doors were closed and the engines
were started. Then we were moving, heading out toward the runway.
There, we stopped and the pilot checked the engines by making
them run very fast. Then the plane headed down the runway, faster
and faster. The ground went rushing by and soon, we lifted off. The
land dropped away beneath us and finally the plane levelled off I
looked out and watched the countryside go by: the tiny roads, the
small houses. 1 couldn’t even see people, as they were too small.

Yes, that first flight was a most exciting and wonderful
experience, one that I shall never forget.

2
Explanations
A ride on horse back = mdt cude di ngua
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To take place (v) = xay ra
To be aliowed to = duge phép.
Schedule (v)

x8p vao mét thai bidu, shp dat vao gid gidc.
To check (v) = kiém soat.
To be impressed = c6 &n tugng {(tbt)
Heading out toward = hudng dau vé phia.

- Runway (n) = phi dao.
To lift off {v}) = bdc ién, cit canh (mdy bay)
To rush by {v)
To level off (v)

chay luét qua
trd nén thang bing, 1dy duge thang bhng.
o]

DE TA! 21: Thust lal mét cuéc di ngua, dl xe buyt
hay di may bay.

M by — Chuyén di phi co [An dau tién cha anh xdy ra
khi nado va trong trudng hgp nao ?

Than bal — Hay tA tAt ci nhing gi da xdy ra trong chuy&n
di phi co [an dAu cia anh.

K&t luin — N6i cam nghi v& chuy&n bay d6.
Lan thd nhat tbi di mdy bay la mot trong nhéng [An hing

thu nhat doi tdi. Chuyén bay 46 da xay ra vao mdt hom khi cha tdi
c6 cong viece phai di xa va tdi da duge phép di theo ngudi.

Ching t5i da dén phi trudng mt giv trude gi¢ may bay khéi
hanh. Nguoi ta da kim sodt vé clia chiing t6i va ching bao lau da
dén giv di. Khi ching tdi di ra chd phi co, t6i c6 &n tugng 12 phi
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o to 16n vh nang né bidt bao. Sau khi tdt ca moi ngudi da 18n phi
cd, nhing cdnh cia duge déng lai va mdy bat dau né. Rdi chung
t0i di chuyén hudng thlng vé phia phi dao. J ds, ching tdi nging
lai v& vién phi cOng thit méy bing cdch cho méy chay rat nhanh.
Rdi phi co chay thdng xudng phi dao, cang nghy cang nhanh. Msy
bay w6t qua mit dat va ching bao lau, ching tdi cdt canh. DAt lien
roilai phia dudi ching tai va cusi cung phi cd da bay thang bing.
Téi nhin ra ngoai va ngdm xem cAnh mign qué chay qua : nhing
con duting bé ti xiu va nhing ngdi nha nhé. Tdi khéng thé thiy ndi
ngudsi & dudi d6 vi ho qua nho.

Véng, chuyén bay [an dau do da Ia mot kinh nghigm ky thu
nhét, mft kinh nghidm ma tdi s& khong beo gi% quén.

O
TOPIC 22: Tell about your ride in a car

Introduction — How and when did the ride take place ?

Body — a} Relate your feelings when you first entered
the car and while the car was moving.

b) Tell about some of the things you remember
having seen during your trip.

¢) How did you feel when the car stopped and
your trip was finished.

Conclusion -— Give your impressions of the trip.

I was born in a remote willage approximately forty kilometers
from the city of Ho Chi Minh. Since I was the only child in my
family, my parents were very protective and rarely allowed me to
go far from my home. However, last New-Year my uncle came from
HCM city to pay us a visit and asked the family to return with him
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in his car. I was very excited and begged my parents to go. I had
never ridden in a car and had wanted to do so for a long time. My
parents consented and we hurriedly got dressed to leave.

My uncle opened the doors and we all stepped into the car.
He let me sit in the front seat, next to him. As soon as | was seated,
1 noted many knobs and dials in front of me. I pointed to them and
asked my uncle what they were for. He tried to explain them to me
and showed me other devices I hadn’t noticed. My uncle started the
engine and soon the car began to move. I was enthralled with the
movement and looked forward, backward and to my right and left.
Sometimes I felt as if I were flying; other times it seemed as if the
road, the pedestrians and even the telephone poles were all running.
It also seemed that everything should clear the road and make way
for our car to move. As we rode along, my uncle rolled down the
window near me. The wind blew strongly in my ears and tossed my
hair. The car continued to speed along. When we met other cars,
people or bicycles, it looked as if they would surely hit us or that
we would run over them. I became very frightened when we met
an ox cart and had to pull over to the side of the road in order to
pass it. We continued to move forward safely. I concluded that my
uncle was a very good driver. Soon I lost my nervousness and began
to watch the scenery along the road. I noticed that the sun had dyed
the rice paddy fields to a yeilow color and that the clouds were
pursuing one another in the sky. The early morning breeze was cool.
I felt very comfortable and was enjoying the ride immensely.

The car was now nearing the city. I could see the roofs of the
houses, the tree 'tops and communication towers in a distance. As
we came closer, 1 saw many cars and people, and streets running 3
in all directions. I knew that we were now in HCM city. We made
several turns and finally came to a stop in front of my uncle’s house.
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I got out the car slowly, goggling at the thin gs that surrcunded
me. I was astounded to see that Ho Chi Minh city was so big and
that there were sc many people and so much traffic. Even though
I felt a little weary and somewhat confused, my first car trip was
an exciting and unforgettable experience for me.

O
Explanations

Remote (8) = xa x6i, héo ldnh
Approximately (adv} = vao khoang, 4o ching

Protective (a) = c6 thé che chd, bao ho; & ddy c6 nghia nhu:
tinh hay gi con céi, khétng muén cho ching di xa.

To consent (v) = ung thuan, bang long.

Hurriedly {adv) = vai va

To get dressed = mic quin 4o

To be seated = duge dat ngdi vao ché.

Knob (n) = qua dim & cuia, nit d€ &n (5 mdy mée)

Device (n) = phuong sich, muu k& - mot do vat phat minh;
d day la: bd phan may moéc.

To notice (v} = nhan thdy, thiy, d&, ¥ théy.
To be enthralled with = say ma, vui thich vdi.
To roll down (v) = kéo xubng, ha xudng. '
To toss (v) = tung ném len, h4t lan.

Nervousness (n) = sif cling thing than kinh; & day c6 nghia
nhu: sy sg hai, bon chén

To pursue, pursuing (Present Part) = theo du8i, dusi theo.
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Communication tower {n) = thdp truyén tin.

To goggle, goggling (Present Part) = giuong mit tron xoe,
nhin ngay dai. '

To be astounded = ngac nhién.
Weary (8) = mét méi
Confused (Past.Part) = bdi rfi.
D
DE TAl 22: Hay thust lai chuyén di xe hol lBn dau.

Mo bai  — Chuyén di xe d6 xay ra khi nao va trong truting
hop nao ?

Thén bai — a) Thuat lai cdm tudng clia anh fn dau bude lén
xe va khi xe chay.

b) K& lai vii thit ma anh nhd da tréng thdy
trong chuyén di.

¢} Anh cam thAy thé nio khi xe ngitng va cudc
banh trinh cham dit.

K&t lufin — No6i cam tudng vé chuyén di.

Tai sinh ra tai mot lang & xa thanh phd H8 Chi Minh khoang
40 cay 6. Vi toi 1a dida con ddc nhét trong gia dinh nén cha me t8i
réit lo Wng cho tdi va it khi cho phép t4i di xa khéi nh&. Tuy nhién,
t&t vita qua cau toi tit Thanh phs Ho Chi Minh v& tham ching tdi
va mdi gia dinh t6i vé Thanh phé Hé Chi Minh choi biing xe cia
ong. Téi rit mimg va xin ba ma ti di. Téi chua ting bao g duge
di xe hoi va muén duge di da tit 1au. Cha me tdi da dong y va ching
tol vdi va mic quan ao 48 di.
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Céu tdi md cia xe va ching tdi bude vao trong xe. Ong de
téi ngdi chd phia trude, bén canh dng. Ngay khi ngdi vao chd, toi
nhan thidy c6 nhidu mit va mat dong ho phia dang trude toi. Téi
chi vho nhing thd d6 va hoi cau tai d6 la nhing the gi. Ong c&
ghng giai thich cho tdi va chi cho téi thay nhing mdy mée khac
ma toi chua thay. Cau toi bt dAu cho nd mdy va ching bao lau tai
say mé véi sy chuyén déng cia xe va ngé trudc ngd sau, tit bén
phai sang trén trai. Dai khi t8i cam thay nhu dang bay: 06 lic hinh
nhu dudng x4, khdch b hanh. oot dién thoai deu dang chay, moi
vat dudng nhu cing don duding cho xe cia ching toi chay. Khi xe
ching toi da chay, cau toi kéo cita s8 xe bén canh toi xubng. Gis
thdi manh vao tai toi v lam tung téc toi. Chigc xe ti€p tue tha téc
lyc. Khi ching ti gap nhing xe khéc, ngudi hoic xe dap, trong
nhu ho chic s6 dung chiing t0i hoac ching t6i s& cdn ho. Toi trd
nén s¢ hai khi ching toi gip mot xe bd va phai leo 1an fe dusng dé
vugt qua xe d6. Ching t&i ti€p tyc chay thing mét céch an toan.
Toi két luan ring cau toi 1 mdt tai x& rdt gioi, Ching bao lau toi
hét s¢ hai va bat dau ngAm canh doc dudng. Tdi nhan thiy mat tros
da nhat nang, nhitng canh dong lia nga sang mau vang va nhing
dam may dang duéi nhau trén bau troi. Gié sdm mat mé. Tdi cam
thdy rét dé chiu va dang thudng thic chuyén di xe rdt nhisu.

Xe bay gid da d4€n gan thavh phs. Toi da c6 thé trong thay
nhiing méi nha, nhdng ngon cay, va nhifng thap truyén tin & dang
xa. Khi tdi gan hon, toi thay nhitu xe, ngusi va duting ph8 chay
khap noi. Toi biét rang bay gis chung toi da t6i Thanh pho. Ching
toi queo nhitu fan va cudi cing ding lai trude cida nha cau toi,

Toi tir tdn ra khdi xe, trf mit nhin moi vat xung quanh toi.
Tai rét ngac nhién thdy rhng thanh phd Hé Chi Minh Ién nhu vy,
nhidu ngudi va nhidu xe cb nhu viy. Di cdm thiy hoi met méi va
hoi bdi rdi, chuyén di xe hoi fan dau tién cla t3i dd 1a mét kinh
nghiém thd vj va khong thé quén dugc d8i voi tai.

——
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TOPIC 23: What do you remember of your first day at
school ?

That was a beautiful Monday morning eleven years ago and
my first day at school. My mother woke me up early that morning,
dressed me and took me to school.

There were tears in my eyes as my mothet left me at the door
of the classrcom. It was really the first time I  wus away from
home, and in such a strange place. I looked arcund my room and
didn’t see anyone I knew. The bench beneath me seemed cold and
hard, and I could hardly reach the table top because. I was so short
at that time. It seemed as though I were always dropping my copy
book and pencil on the floor. Finally the teacher spoke angrily to
me about my disturbing the class. I didn’t understand much of what
the teacher said that day, as I was 30 very upset from being alone
and in this strange place. I kept worrying about everything arcund
me until the class was over and my mother came to take me home.

Now, many years later, I look back at these first days’
experiences and laugh at myself. I have grown fond of school and
I like to be there with my friends each day. Now I do not have
trouble keeping my books and pencils on top of my desk any more
as T have grown very tall.

I have learned te adjust to new situations as [ encounter them.
This is certainly a change from my experlence on the first dey
of schoal.

2
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Explanations

It semmed as though = dudng.nhu, sau “it seemed as though”
déng tir to be cia ménh d& sau thudng la “were” thay vi
“was” cho ngbi thd nhat va ngdi tha ba sd it 48 chi mét y
kién khéng la sy that.

To disturb, disturbing (Present Part) = quay rdi
To be upset = rdi tri, khd chju...
To keep worrying = lo sg mai
To be over = xong, hét
To laugh at oneselt = ty cufi minh.
To adjust (v) = ditu chinh, thich nghi
To encounter (v} = va cham, gap tkhé khan)
2
DE TAI 23: Anh nhé gi vé ngay di hoc
dau tién cta anh ?

D6 12 mot budi sdng thy hai tréi dep mudi mdt nam vé trude

va la ngay dau tién tdi dén trudng. Me tdi danh thuc tdi day sdm
sang hom d6, mac quan do cho toi va dan toi dén trudng. Nudc mét
trao ra trong khée mat tdi khi me toi bo tdi lai trudc cia l9p. That
la fan thd nbhat toi di xa khoi nha, v & m6t noi la ling nhu vay.

Toi nhin quanh phong hoc cua to6i vi khong trong thay ai

quen thudc. Cai gh& dai tdi ngdi ob vé lanh léo va cing cbi, va toi
khé c6 thé véi t6i mat ban bdi vi ldc d6 tdi qua thap. Téi dudng
nhu ludn danh roi tap vo va viét chi xuéng san 16p. Cudi cung thay
gido gian dd ming tdi vé viec toi pha roi Mp hoc. Ngay d6 toi da
.ching hidu gi vé didu thay téi néi vi tdi da rédt bdi rSi trong canh
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cd don va trong noi xa la d46. Tdi o lo s¢g méai v mei vat chung
quanh t5i cho tdi khi tan hoc va me tbi d&n dan tdi vé nha.

Bay git da nhiéu nAm qua, nhin lai shing kinh nghiém cia
nhidng ngay dau tién Ay tbi ty cudi thAm. Téi da 1dn lén, vui séng
véi nha trudng va thich § do6 véi cac ban tdi mbdi nghy. Bay gity thi
khéng cdn sy réc rdi gid cho sach va it trén ban khdi roi nta vi
tdi da cao 16n nhitu.

Toi da hoc tap sao cho thich Ung véi hoan cdnh mdi khi t6i
phai va cham nhing hoadn canh d6. Day chdc chén 1 mét thay abi
do kinh nghidm ngay dau tign téi trudng cia tbi vay.

O
TOPIC 24:
While putting everything in order in your study room,
you came across an old toy that you had in your

childhood. Describe it and tell what memories it recall
when you found it.

Itroduction: — How and when did you come across this old
toy ?
Body —a) Describe the physical appearance of the toy.

b) Relate the memories it recalled.

Conclusion:— Give your impressions and feelings about
the toy.

One day during my last Summer vacation, I decided I would
put everything in order in my study room. When I was organizing
the drawers of my book case, | came across a toy that I played with
in my childhood.
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The toy was a Japanese dog about the size of a man’s fist. [ts
once snow white fur had turned yellow with age and much of it had
worn off, leaving the card-board frame bare and exposed. Its four
legs had been reduced to two whichk in turn had been torn almost
in half. All that remained of the toy’s eyes, once shining pieces of
glass, were now deep holes. Its body was torn open exposing a
mechanism which once set the toy in motion, Around its neck hung
a tarnished brass bell suspended from a tattered red silk ribbon.It
looked very worn and pitiful.

Despite its sad appearance, it recalled many happy memories
to my mind. I r-membered clearly the day when my grandmother
gave it to me for the New Year twelve years ago. 1 was so excited
when [ saw it that day. My awkward hands couldn’t wind the
mechanism key to make it walk. My grandmother had to help me
with this. She wound it and placed it in the middle of the room.
Wow ! It jumped up and down with its bell ringing joyfully. It was
so exciting to see and hear it.

My friends, Mai and Loi and myself never tired of playing
with it. We sometimes forgot to eat and sleep because we spent so
much time winding it and watching it dance about the room. The
fur that had come off was due to Mai. She told me to bathe the dog
in the same way as her her own sister had bathed her real dog. This
appealed to me, so I poured water on it, then I rubbed it briskly
and brushed it. When [ had completed its bath, I was astounded to
see that a lot of its fur had come off. This was not the end for us,
Now Loi was curious to see what was inside, so he encouraged me
to cut it open so that we could take a look and we performed the
operation.

Now my grandmother has died and Mai and Loi have moved
to another place. Feeling very touched, I picked up the toy dog worn
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by age and children's play, carefully cleaned it and put it away =0
that 1 could look at it again and recall my bappy childhood days.

2

Explanations

To put something in order = x&p dat vat gi cho c6 thi ty.
To come across (v) = bit gap mdt cach tinh cv.

Drawer (n} = ngan kéo.

Book case (comp.n) = thing, ti dyng sich.

Fist {n) = nim tay.

Exposed (Past Part) = d6 hd, 16 ra.

Reduced (Past Part) = giam di.

In turn = dén lugt

To be torn = bj réch,

To remain (v) = con thira lai, vin con.

Shining pleces of glass = nhilng mi&ng thay tinh sing lodng.
Mechanism = bd phin ciia may méc, co phin.

Tarnished (Past Part) = lam m¥ di, mAt dnh bong.
Tattered (Past Part) = rach buom, ta toi

Awkward (a)} = vung ve.

To wind, wound (Past tense) {v} = lén ddy, c6t, van

To jump up (v) = nhay len.

Ta encourage {(v) = khuyéch khich, o8 vo.

To perform {v) = lam viéc gi, thi hanh, déng kich; & ddy co
nghia nhu thyc hién (cubc gidi phiu).
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To come off (v) = bong ra.

Operation (n) = cudc hanh quan, cudc gidi phiu.

D

DE TAI 24:

Trong luc don dep phong hoc, anh (hay chi) da tinh
co bat gap mét db choi ¢l ctia anh héi tho Au.
Hay t& do choi d6 va néi da goi lai nhiing
ky niém gi khi anh tim thdy né.

Mo bdi — Anh da bt gip mén b chaoi o 46 khi ndo va
trong truting hgp nio ?

Thén bai — Hay 14 hinh dédng bé ngoai cia mén d6 choi. Néi
v& nhitng ky niém d6 choi 46 da goi lai.

Két lugn - No6i cAm tudng va cam nghi ciia anh v& d6 choi d6.

Mot hdm nio ki nghi he vita qua, tdi quy®t dinh don dep moi
vat cho cé thu ty trong cin phdng hoc cla tbi. Khi tdi dang sép
dat nhing nghn kéo cha ti sdch t8i da tinh ciy bt gap mdt mén db
choi ma tdi d& choi hdi nho.

D6 choi d6 Ia mét con ché Nhat Ban to cd biing nim tay. Bo
long da mdt [an tréng nhu tuyét cia né nay ngd thanh mau vang
theo th&i gian va nhidu ché da rach, d€ 16 ra cdi ¢6t bang bia cing
trd troi. Bdn chan cda né da chi con hai va hai chan nay ciing rach
gan nita. Hai con méit mdt thdi 1a nhing cyc thiy tinh sédng lodng
nay chi cdn lai 1a hai 16 sdu. Than né d¢a réch hé 4€ 13 bé may da
hon mot fan lam cho dd choi chuy8n dpng. Xung quanh c8 né cé
dec mot chudng déng phai mau budc vao mdt bang lya dé réach.
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Tréng né ta toi va tham thuong. D cai vé ngodi budn chu
cua n6, n6é da goi lai nhidu ky niém vui trong tri tdi. Téi nhd rd
riing ngay ba téi cho tdi mén dd choi d6 nhan dip Tét nam tbi 12
tudi. Téi vui hdi hép khi trong thdy né ngady hém &y. Nhdng ban
tay vung vé cuia toi da khong thé van chia khéa mdy 4 Yam cho né
di. Ba tdi phai gidp tbi lam viéc d6. Ba toi da van khéa va dat né
gita phong. A ! né nhay len nhay xudng véi cii chubng rung Tit
vui. That 1a hdo hing khi xem ché va nghe chubdng. Cac ban toi
Mai va Lgi va chinh tdi choi 66 choi nay khong biét met. Doi lic
ching tdi quén ca an ngi bdi vi ching t6i di dung nhidu thi giv
12n giay thitu va xem con ché 4y nhay quanh trong phong. B} long
da rach 1a vi Mai. N6 bao tdi tAm cho ché theo 16i chi né da thm
cho con ché that. Pieu d6 1am tdi nghe theo. Téi df nudc Ién né rdi
k¥, co né, tdi ngac nhién thdy rit nhidu léng bong ra. D6 chua phai
1 h&t 461 v6i ching toi. Bay gis Lgi td md mudén xem cdi gi d trong,
do 6 né giyc tdi mS ché ra d€ c6 thé xem. Ching t6i da thyc hign
mdt cudc gidi phiu.

Bay gi ba tbi 42 mét. Mai va Lgi da di chuyén di noi khac.
Cé&m thay rat xic dong, toi nhit con ché do choi da rach by vi thai
gian va vi tré con chdi, cin than lau sach né va cit né di a8 tdi oo
the xem lai nita va nhd d&n nhing ngay tho du sung sudng cuia toi.

TOPIC 25:
You have read a novel. Give the title and the author’s
name of the novel. Tell the story of the novel and your
reasons for liking or disliking it.

I would like to tell you about a novel entitled “Yukon, Dog of
the North” by Ralph H.8haw.
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This book is the story of a trapper who lived in the North,
and his dog, Yukon. The man has raised the dog since it was a pup,
and there was a great affection between them. They spent many
years together and shared many exciting adventures. Life for a fur
trapper in the cold country is very difficult, and one must face many
hardships. The trapper relied on a team of dogs and a sled for
transportation, but Yukon was not an ordinary dog. Sometimes he
took his turn as a lead dog, but usually he ran at his master’s side.
At the end of the story, Yukon saved the trapper’s life, when after
an accident that left the trapper at the mercy of the cold, without
hope of getting out by himself, this dog went miles to find another
trapper and lead him back to his master.

I liked this story very much, and was touched by the feeling
of love and devotion that grew between the man and his dog. They
shared all of their lives together, the happy times as well as the sad
one. I would like to have such a dog of my own some day. But here,
it could not be a sled dog; just a good companion.

2
Explanations

Trapper {n} = ngudi biy thu.

To raise (v} = nudi.

Pup (n) = con ché con.

Hardship (n)} = sy khé nhoc khé s phai chju dung.
To rely on (v} = trdng cay vao, nhd vio.

Sked (n) = xe trugt tuyét.

At the mercy of = & day c6 nghia la: mac tinh vdi.
Devotion (n} = sy tan tuy, tan tadm.
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Companion (n) = ngudi ban, ddng ban.
D

DE TAI 25
Anh da doc mét cudn tiéu thuyst. Hay cho tya dé va
tén tac gid cha cudn truyén.
N6i (thudt lal) néi dung truyén va néi ly do anh thich
hay khéng thich tiéu thuyét dé.

2

Tdi mudn thuat lai cho cdc ban cudn tiéu thuy&t mang tya
de: “Yukon con ché cia mién Bdc” tic gid ciia Ralph.H.Shaw.

Cuén sich nay la mdt cAu truyén néi v& mdt ngudsi bdy thi
- sing & midn Bic va con ché Yukon cua dng ta. Nguti nay da nubdi
con ché d6 tit khi nd Ih mdt con ché con, va gida ngudi va vat cd
rét nhiéu tinh thuong. Ho da sdng nhidu nam vdéi nhau va da cing
nhau chia sé nhidu cudc phidu luu day hing thd. D3i séing clia mét
ngudi san thu ldy long trong modt xid lanh thi rat khé khin, va ngudi
ta phai duong dau vdi nhidu khd cyc. Ngudi san thi nh$s vao mét
dan ché va mét cai xe trugt 48 di chuydn, nhung Yulon khéng phai
la mdt con ché thussng. Déi khi né tdi phién lam ché din dudng,
nhung thudng thudng né chay bén canh cha né. G cusi truyén, con
Yukon da cuu mang ngudi san thi, sau khi mdt tai nan xay ra d&
lai ngudi shn thdi mac tinh vdi gid lanh, khéng hi vong ty thodt ra
duge, con ché nay 43 di nhidqu dam 48 tim modt thg san thd khée
vA din dng ta tré lai cdu chi né.

T6i réit thich cAu truydn nay, va xdc déng vi tinh yéu thuong
va tin tyy da nay sinh giita nguoi va vat. Ho cing nhau chia sé sy
sdng, nhing lic vui ciing nhu lic budn. Ngay nao 46 tdi s& mudn
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oo mgL con chd riéng nhyv vhy. Nhung ¢ @4y né khong thé la mot
con ché kéo xe trugt tuysit ma chi la mdt ngudi ban t8t cha tbi thoi.

2

TOPIC 26: Tell about a car accldent you have
witnessed.

o

I recently witnessed an accident between a taxi and a Honda.
Both parties were somewhat at fault but the major responsibility
for the accident was that of the Honda driver who operated his
motorcycle recklessly.

The taxi was traveling north on Dien Bien Phu atreet. As it
approached the intersection of Le Qui Don, the driver started to
make a loft turn. He did not make the turn abruptly, but neither
did he turn on his turn signal. At the same time, two young men
on a Honda were speeding very fast and attempted to pass the taxi
on the left. They did not have time to get around the taxi and
therefore caused the collision.

The Honda bounced and landed about three meters away, while
the taxi skidded andstruck the curb. The taxi-driver was slightly
injured but the two young men riding the Honda were injured badly.
People seemed to appear from all directions and soon a sizeable
crowd gathered. Some men of the crowd tried to help them by
administering emergency medical aid. Some others rushed off to call
the traffic police who arrived at the acene a few minutes later. They
called for an ambulance, and then started to inveatigate the accident
to find out whose fault it was. They inquired of pedestrians and of
witnesses. They took measurements on the road where the taxi and
the Honda now were lying. Scon after that, an ambulance arrived
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and the attendants carefully placed the injured people inside and
closed the doors. The ambulance was on its way to the hospital.

It has been my cobservation that many drivers like to speed
and are very reckless. It is not surprising that there are so many
accidents.

Explanations
To witneas {v) = lam chding, ching thyc.
Recklessly (adv) = mdt cdch bit cin.
To approach (v) = lgi gan, téi gan.

Abruptly (adv) = thinh linh, dutng d6t; ¢ day cé nguia nhu:
g8p nhanh.

To turn on {v} = bat (dén); mé mdy (Radib)
Turn-signal (comp.n) = déen hidu (dang sau xze)
To attempt (v) = thiy, o6 lam vide gi.

Collislon (n)= sy va cham.

To bounce {v} = niy lén (nhu qua banh)

To skid {v) = trugt.

Curb (n} = [ duong, ham thidc ngya.

To be injured = bj thuong.

Emergency (n) = t;-ubng hgp khédn cdp.
Medical aid (n) = ctu thudng.

Scene (n) = quang cdnh; & d4y noi xiy ra tai nan.
Ambulance {n} = xe citu thuong.

To Investigate (v) didu tra.

Attendant (n) = ngudi tuy ting, ¢ diy cé nghia Ia ngudi phyc
vy trén xe ciu thuong.
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DE TAI 26: Thuét lal mét tal nan xe hol ma anh da
chimg kién.

Toi vira chdng kign mdt tai nan x4y ra gila mt xe taxi vh
mdt xe Honda. CA hai ben d2u hoi c6 hoi 18i nhung trich nhidm
chinh vé tai nan nay 14 & ngudi l4i Honda da chay xe bat cén.

Xe taxi dang chay v& huéng Béc trén dudng Dién Bién Phi.
Khi téi nga tu L& Qui Ddn, tai x& b4t dAu queo trai. Ong ta khong
" queo gAp nhung cing khéng bat ddn hidu. Cang lic d6 hai thanh
nién trén mdt xe Honda dang phéng rét nhanh va of vugt xe taxi
¢ phia bén trdi. Ho a4 khong kip lugn qua xe taxi vh do 46 gy ra
sy dyng cham.

Chiéc xe Honda ndy 12n va roi xung @4t cich diy khoang ba
thude, trong khi 8y xe taxi trugt va dyng fe dudng. Ngudi tai x&
taxi bj thuong nhe nhung hai thanh nién cudi Honda da bj trong
thuong. Nhiéu ngusi hinh nhu da 46 t¢i tix bén phia va ching bao
lau mdt ddm dong ding k€ 44 xim lai. Vai ngudi trong dam dong
da cf gilip cic nan nhAn bing thye hanh cifu thuong khén cfip. Mot
vai ngutsi khdc chay di goi canh sit giao thong ma ho da d&n noi
xdy ra tai nan vai phit sau d6. Hp da goi mdt xe cifu thuong va bat
dau didu tra tai nan nay 4 tim ra 16i & ai. Ho thAm vAn nhidng
ngudi di dudng vi cdc nhan ching. Ho do nhitng khodng trén mit
dudng ndi xe taxi va chidc Honda hi¢n dang ndm d6. Sau d6 khong
lau, xe cdu thudng tdi va phang ngudi phyc vy trén xe eiu thudng
cin thin dit nhing ngudi bj thuong vio trong xe va déng cla xe
lgi. Xe cifu thudng chay thing v& bénh vién. '

Theo sy quan sdt cia tdi thi nhidu ngudi 14i xe thich chay
nhanh va rat bt cAn. Cé nhidu tai nan nhu vay that 1a didu khéng
ngac nhién.

2
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TOPIC 27: Tell a sad story.

This story took place ten years ago, when I was just a little boy.

One day, when 1 was walking near some trees at the edge of
a farmer’s rice (paddy) field, I heard some strange noise coming
from in the grass. The noise sounded like a bird, but I could tell
that there was something wrong by the kind of noise I heard.

I crept over for a closer look ard to my surprise, there was
a,small bird in among the grass. I could teli right away that it had
a broken wing 1 didn’t know what to do but decided to take it home
to see if [ could help it get well. The bird staved quietly in my hands -
all the way home.

[ gave the bird water, and brought it worms to eat. After a
few days, the bird siemed to be a little better. I was so excited that
I carried back the bird to where I had found it. I put it down and
walked a little distance away to see what would happen.

Suddenly, a cat jumped out and grabbed the bird. I ran after
the cat, and it became frightened and dropped the bird. But it was
too late ! The poor bird was dead ! 1 think it must have been the
gsame cat that broke the bird’s wing befure. Poor bird !

Explanations
Rice paddly field = canh dong lia

There was something wrong = c6 chuyén gi, di2u gi khong
hay xdy ra.

To creep over (v) = bd qua
right away (adv) = ngay lap tuc.
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To grab (v} = vb.
"Poor blrd ! = tdi nghiép cho con chim.
D
DE TAI 27: Thuat tai mét cau chuyén budn.

Cau chuyén ndy xay ra d2 musi nam rdi, khi tdi chi con la
mot ciu bé.

Mot hdm khi toi dang di gan miy ciy beén b rufng lia cua
mdt ndng gia, tdi nghe thdy nhing ti€ng la phit ra t¥ dam co.
Nhing tigng 46 nghe nhu tigng chim, nhung tbi c6 thé néi ring da
c6 chuy®n gi ching lanh khi tdi nghe thy nhing tigng dong loai d6.

Td4i mon men bd qua 38 nhin gan hon va tbi ngac nhién vi
c6 mdt con chim nho § gida ddm cb6. T6i cé th€ néi ngay rAng con
chim 46 o6 mbdt canh ghy. Toi khdng bist 1am sao nhung tbi da
quy&t dinh dem né v& d€ xem tdi c6 thé giip né kha hon kbang.
Con chim nkm y&n trong ban tay tbi trén dubing vé nha.

Tdi cho né nudc ubng, vA mang tdi cho né may con sau dé
aAn. Sau vai hdom, con chim 46 cd vé& kha hon dai chidt. Téi miang
dén nbdi rAng tdi lai dem con chim &6 trd lai chd tdi da ki®m ra né.
Tdi dat né xufng va budc ra xa d6 mot chit dé xem didu gt sé
x4y ra.

Bdng nhién, mét con m2o nhdy vot ra vaA vd mit con chim.
Toi dubi theo con meo, méo trd nén sg hai va ddnh roi con chim.
Nhung cham qud r6i ! Con chim tbi nghigp da chét. T6i nghi chic
chén cing la con méo 46 da 1am gly cénh cia con chim. Tdi nghigp
con chim ! ‘

O
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TOPIC 28: Tell about a bus trip that you have taken.

When I was a high school girl, I usually took a bus to my
school. It was about two kilometers from my house to school.

Every morning I would wake up early and go to the bus atop.
Many others also gathered and waited there. When the bus came,
people jostled one another'to get on the bus and get a seat.In the group
were school-boys, school-girls, civil-servants and housewives. They
all seemed happy even though some had no seats and had to stand.
Most of the civil-servants were reading their books and newspapers;
some students were reviewing their lessons. It was amusing to see
how fast somebody who was standing moved to get a vacant seat.
Near the back of the bus, two housewives were discussing some
scandalous rumour. When the bus reached the terminal, the
fare-collector blew his whistle. Passengers got off the bus and other
people hurriedly got on and tried to get seats for the next trip.

I like to ride on the bus to go to school. It is a cheap, safe
and usually pleasant way to travel.

0
Explanations

To jostle (v} = xd ddy, thich canh nhau trong mét ddm déng.
Civil-servant (n) = government employee = cdng chic.

scandalous {a) = 6 nhyc, ddng che cudi, lam hai danh dy ai;
8 day c6 nghia nhu: dc hai, tai tifng.

Rumour {n} = tin don, tiéng phao ddn.
Fare-collector (compound noun: n + n) = ngudi sodt vé.
QO
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DE TAI 28: K& lai mdt chuyén di xe buyt ma anh da di.

Khi tdi 1a mot hec sinh trung hec, tdi thutng ddp xe buyt dé&n
trudng. TU nha t0i d&n trugng dai khoang hai ciy s8.

Mb&i bubi sang toi deu day sém va ra tram xe buyt. Nhitu
ngudi khéc 44 ty thp va da dgi § 6. Khi xe d&n, ngudi ta lin nhau
lon xe va lay chb ngdi. Trong ddm ngudi 46 la cdc nam hgc sinh,
n® hoc sinh, cdc cdbng chic va cdc ba ndi trg. Ho déu c6 ve vui d
c6 vai agudi da khong o6 chb ngbi va phai dding. Hau hét cdc cong
chite dang doc sdch va dgc bdo, vai hoc sinh dang on lai bai v6.
Théat 12 vui khi thdy mdt ngudi dang ding chay lai chiem mot chd
tréng nhanh lam sao. Gén cudi xe hai ba nbéi trg dang ban nhau
mbdt chu truydn dén dai tai ti€ng nao d6. Khi xe buyt tdi tram dén
ngudi sodt vé thdi coi. Hanh khach xufing xe va nhiing ngudi khac
vdi va 1én 18y chd ngdi cho chuyén xe sau.

Tai thich d4p xe buyt di hoc. D6 la mat cach di chuyén thudng
thuting vui thich, an toan va re,

2

TOPIC 29: You went to have your picture taken at a
photographic studio. Relate your experience.

Examination time was drawing near. [ suddenly realized that
I needed some photographs tor my student card and the examination
application forms. So. I went to a photographic studio named “Tia
Sang” at the end of my street to have the photographs taken.

When I entered the studio [ noticed that the studio was divided
into two parts: the outer part was used as a waiting-room and office.
In this room there were many photos displayed on the wails and in
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glaés—cases. The pictures were of various sizes and showed pecple
in various poses. Some were in color and mounted in attractive
frames. The Studio-owner sat behind a counter. He asked me if he
could assist me. I told him that [ needed some photographs for my
student identity card. He pressed a button which rang a bell. Presently
a worker came and asked me to follow him into the room where I
was to sit for the photo taking This room was fairly large. I saw
many background drops in the back of the room and on both sides
there were various kinds of lighting devices. Right in the center of
the room was a big camera. The cameraman pointed to a mirror
which was mounted on the wall and asked me if I wanted to comb
my hair. He adjus;ed the camera and made other preparations. He
asked me to sit on a stool facing the camera, then went back to
adjust a cloth. He moved behind the camera, covered himself with
a black clothhood. One of his hand turned the camera lenses, while
the other pushed the camera’s wheel leg foward and backward. After
he observed me for a while looking in the camera’s lenses, he came
and fixed my head, arms, and shoulders so that I was positioned
well. Then he put a film plate in the camera. His right hand held
a short cord with a button on the end of it ta snap the picture. He
stared at me and said: “Please sit still, don't move, and smile '
tried to make a smile then I heard a click. My picture was taken.
He told me that was all and that [ should stop at the counter to
make a payment on the pictures and give them my name and address.
[ left the studio feeling very happy about the experience.

Two days later I went back to the photographic studio to get
the pictures. I was very anxious to see how they had turned out.
The manager brought me the pictures. They looked natural. I was
glad 1 had some extras made to give to my relatives and friends.

2
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Explantions
Photographic studio = énh vién.
Examination application form = don zin thi.
Displayed (past part) = duge trung bay.
Studio - owner (compound noun: n + n) = chd anh vién.
Identity-card {comp.n) = gitly ching minh '
Background-drops (comp. n)= phong vé.

Lighting-devices {(comp.n) = nhing dyng cy &nh séng; & day
1 nhidng dén chiéu.

To adjust (v) = didu chinh.

To face, facing (Present Part) = quay mat vio; quay v hudng.
Wheel leg = chin, gid o JAp bénh xe.

Camera lense = tng kinh méy chyp hinh.

Cord (n) = sgi day ‘

To snap (n) = 44y xulng thinh linh, bung thinh linh; & day
snap the picture c6 nghia 1a nhu: bAm mdy 48 &ng kinh khép
nhanh {chyp t&m hinh).

To stare at (v) = nhin chdng chge.

A click = mdt tifng ddng nhd, mdt tiéng “tdch”.
To be all = xong; that was all = th¥ A xong.
Anxlous () = lo l&ng, hdi hdp; néng long.

To turn out (v) = thanh ra; két qua thanh.

To be elated with = vui suéng voi.

Extras made = nhing vit ldm thém; & diy o6 nghia nhw:
nhdng tAm hinh rda thém.
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DE TAI 28: Anh (hay chi) d& di chyp hinh tai mét anh
vién. Thudt lal kinh nghiém dé.

Mua thi dd d&n ri. Toi chot thdy ring t6i cAn vai t&m hinh
dé lam thé hoc sinh va don thi. Bai vay, t6i da téi mdt anh vieén
mang tén “Tia S4ng” ¢ cusi dudng nha tdi d& chyp hinh.

Khi budc vao anh vign, t6i nhan thiy riing phong anh nay
chia lam hai phong. Phong ngoai diing lam phdng dgi va van phong.
Trong phdng nay, trén tudng c6 trung bay nhitu t&m hinh [bng
trong khung ki€ng. Nhing t&fm hinh gom nhidu kich thudc khéc
nhau va cho thdy nhitu kifu khéc nhau. Vai kifu dugc td mau va
duge dat trong nhitng khung hip dén.

Ngutti chi anh vien ngdi dhng sau quay hang. Ong ta hoi toi
c6 chn ong ta giup gi khong. Toi néi vi 6ng ta tdi cn vai t&m hinh
cho thé hoc sinh. Ong ta nh&n ndt chudng. Mot the &nh di ra va
mdi t6i theo dng vao phang, & d6 1a chd thi ngdi chyp hinh. Can
phdng nay kha réng. Toi da trong thay nhidu phong vé & cusi phong
va hai bén c6 nhitu loai dén chi€u. Ngay gita phong Iz mot mdy
hinh d6 s5. Nhi€p anh vién chi vao mot tAm guong treo trén tudng
va mdi toi chai dau. Ong ta ditu chinh may va sita soan nhing viéc
khdc. Ong ta mbi toi ngdi vao mot ghé ddu d6i dign may, roi trd lai
sita lai vai che. Ong ta di d0ng sau mdy, chum lén ngudi miéng vai
den. Mot tay xoay 8ng kinh trong khi tay kia ddy t6i lui cai gi4 48
miy c6 béanh xe. Sau khi nhdm t6i qua 8ng kinh trong giay l4t, 6ng
ta trd lai va sda lai dau, cdnh tay va vai toi 48 t6i & vio mot the
dep. Rai 6ng ta l4p tém phim vao may. Tay phai éng gi¥ mot gidy
ngin c6 nit bém & dau day 48 chyp hinh. Ong ta nhin thing vao
t6i va n6i: “Xin vui long ngdi im, d¥ng e ddng vi hay mim cuvi!”.
Téi o ghng nd mdt ny cudi roi tdi nghe mdt tidng “tich”. Hinh toi
d2 chup xong. Ong ta bio tdi thé A xong va ra quay tra tion chup
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hinh va cho bidt tén va dia chi Toi ra khoi anh vién cam thay ri
vui vé kinh nghiem nay.

Hai ngay sau tdi tré lai anh vién d@ lay hinh. Toi rat nong
long xem hinh téi chup ra sao. Nguti quan ly mang hinh ra va toi
da sung sudng véi nhing hinh d6. Hinh trong rat ty nhien. Toi rét
vui da co vai tam dJdu d& tang cho hg hang. bé ban.

)

TOPIC 30:
Your school has just organized a drive to coliect funds
to hel_p the flood victims. Relate how you participated in
this drive and give your reactions regarding R.

Introduction. — A great flood has just broken out and ravaged
some Mekong delta provinces of Viet Nam.
Many people living in these areas were made
homeless and had to move to refugee camps.
Now they need our help.

Body. — Relate how vour school organized a fun drive.

' How did you and other people participate in
this ?

Conclusion. — Give vour reactions regarding the organiza-

tion and implenentation of the drive and
suggestions for additional activities to al-
leviate the sufferings of flood refugees.

A great flood has just ravaged some MeKong delta provinces
of Vietnam. All the news media including newspapers, television and
radio have carried headlines, stories and pictures of the flood.
Everyone has become very concerned about this situation and
especially about the people who were forced to leave the areas and
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their home and move to refugec-camps. They lack food. clothes .
medicine, and many other essentials.

The Charity Groups and Agencies have respectively appealed to the
people to help these unfortunate vietims. A Central Relief Committee
has been set up to take care of this matter

My school vesponded 1o thiz appeal by organizing a drive to
collect money to help the flood refugees last Saturday morning. That
morning, after the flag raising ceremony, the principal of my school
stood in front of the microphone and related all the miserable ordeals,
such as slecping in the open areas. family separation, and the lack
of food and necessities which the flood vietims are experiencing.
After that he appealed 10 the students to take an active part in the
fund drive ro he organized by the school. Hearing the principal’s
report about this. we all felt ver sorry for the flood victims, our
unlucky fellow people

After going buck to my class, T immediately asked my teacher’s
permission to collect money from my friends and give it to the Fund
Drive chairman of the school. My teacher agreed. ] made a suggestion
that all of iy friends imeluding mysell abstain from eating breakfast
fur a week so that we could vse the money saved this way to create
a fund for the flood victims Al my friends agreed On that very
mortiing I collected more than 30000 plasters . By the end of the
week. [ had collected a total of 700 piasters. With this money my
class ranked first ahmng all the other clazses which collected funds.
The principal was very pleased and congratulated us,

I wish that students from other schools throughout the country
would organize a similar fund drive and participated as actively as
we did. By doing so, the Central Relief Committee could obtain the
additional money needed to buy food, household utensils and medicine
“yr the flood victims 1 also wish that evervone else in the countrv
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would try to contribute something to the relief fund so as to reduce '
the sufferings of these displaced people.

0
Explanations

Drive (n) = cufc ddnh that manh, chién dich

A drvie to collect fund = mft cudc lac quydn.

Flood victim {compound noun: n + n) = nan nhan la Iyt.
To participate (v) = tham dy vho, tham gla

Reaction (n) = phan dng.

Homeless (a) = khéng nha cia.

Refugee (n) = dan di cu.

Implementation (n) = sy hoan thanh, thyec hig¢n.

To alleviate (v) = lam nhe bét.

Sufferings (n.pl) = nhdng sy dau khé

News media (n) = phuong tién thdng tin.

Essentials (n.pf) = nhu y¥u phfm.

Charity (n) = cong vidc tir thign, long nhan tir.
Respectively (adv) = [An lugt, theo thd ty sau.

Centfal Rellef - Committee = Hpi dong Citu trg Trung wong.
Miserable (a) = khén khé.

Ordeals (n.pl) = kinh nghidm dau dén; d day c6 nghia nhu:
thi théch gian khé.

Fellow people = dong bao.
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To abstaln (v) = ty cim, kiéng, nhjn.

To rank (v} = x&p hang. '

To congratulate (v) = khen nggi, ca nggi, chic tung.
To obtain (v) = c¢b, dude.

Addltional {8} = thém vao.

Household (n} = ngudi va viit trong nha.

“Household utensils = &3 gia dung.

To contribute (v) = gép phan, déng gbép.

To reduce (v} = lam giam di.

Dispiaced (past participls - dugc ding nhw tinh £ = phai
dsi chb &, phai di tan.

QO
DE TAI 30:
Trudng anh wra t6 chic mdt cudc lac quydn ciu trg
nan nhan Ii lut. N6i v8 viéc anh da tham gla thé nao

trong cudc lac quyén dé va cho ¥ kién cla anh déi vél
cong viéc nay.

Md bai. — Mot trin lut 16n vira thn ph4 mét s§ tinh thude
dong bing Séng Ciéu Long Viet Nam. Nhidu
ngudi trong nhing khu vyc d6 43 mét nha cda
va da phai rsi 48n céc trgi tam cu. Bay git ho
chn sy ciu gitp cua ching ta.

Théan bai. — N6i vé truong anh da t8 chic cufe lac quyén
the& nao.

— Anh va nhing ngudi khsc da tham gia the ndo
trong vitc dé.
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Két lugn. — Cho nhing y ki€n vé viee t8 chie va sy thye
hién cuéc lac quyén cung nhing d& nghj cho
nhing hoat ddng khac 48 lam giam bét sy dau
khé cta dong bao di tan la lut.

Mot tran lut lon vita tan phd mot vai tinh & dong bang Séng
Ctu Long cia Vigt Nam. Tat ca nhing phuong tién thong tin gom
bdo chi, truyén hinh va truyén thanh da mang nhing tin hang dau
nhing ciu truydn va hinh anh cua tran lut, Tat ca moi ngudi da
trd nén rdt vu tu vé tinh hinh nay dac bigt ve nhung ngudi bit
bugc phai rifi khéi dat dai nha ~ia &8 di deén nhidng trai tam tri.
Ho thi€u thyc phdm, quan do, thude men vA nhidu Lhd cdAn thist
khéc ntta. Nhing Co quan Doan thé tg thign da kéu
goi cdc ddng bao oty trg nhitng nan nhan khéng may nay. Mor Hoi
Dong Ciu Trg Trung Usng da duge thanh lap dé phy trich cong
tdc nay.

Trutng téi dap lai loi kéu goi nay bang cich t8 chic mot cude
lac quyén d8 gidp cdc dong bao di tan vi I lut sing thi bay trudc.
Sang hdm sau, sau 1& chio o3, ong hidu trudng truting tdi ding
truGc may vi-am va thugt lai tdt cd nhing thit thach gian khé, nhu
nga ngodi trdi, gia dinh ly tan. va thiéu com #n cung nhiing nhu
y&u khdc ma cdc nan nhan la Iyt dang trai qua. Sau 46, éng kéu
goi cac hoc sinh hay tich eyc tham gia vao cuée lac quyén s duge
nha trudng t8 chic. Khi nghe ong hidu trudng tudng thuat vé viéce
nay, tdt cd chiung tdi cam thdy budn cho nhdng nan nhan la Iyt
nhing déng bao khdng way cia ching ta.

Sau khi trd vé Idp, toi 1ap tic xin phép thay gidgo quvén tién
.céic ban va ndp cho chi tich Ban Ciu Trg ciia nha trudng. Thay
toi dong y. Toi d2 nghj ring tat ca cac ban tai gdm ca chinh tai
- nhin &n sing mot tuan d& o6 thé dung tien tidt kiem dé tao ngan
khodn gilp nan nhan 13 lyt. T4t ca cdc ban toi day dong y. Ngay
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<ing hom d6 téi da thu duge han 30000dong. Vao cudi tudn, toi da
thu duge s& tien téng cong 70000dong. Vi s tién nay 16p toi da
ding dau giita nhing i6p khdc da thau tién, Ong higu trudng rit
vui va khen nggi chiing toi.

Toi ude mong hoc sinh cdc trugng khéc trong toan quic sé
t8 chie mdt cude lac nguyén tuong ty va tham gia tich eyc nhu
ching toi da lam. Lam nhu vay. Hdi Déng Cu Trg Trung uong cé
thé ¢6 thém tién d8 mua thyc phdm, 4o thiét dung v thudc men
rho céc nan nhan la lyt. Tai cing mong réng tat ca ngudi trong
nudc s cb ging dong gop phan nio vho qui cdu trg dé gidm bét
sy dau khé cia nhing déng bao di tan dd.

o)

TOPIC 3t:
Describe a movie that you have recently seen.

Introduction. — When did you see the movie and on what
occasion ?

Body. — a) Describe your surroungdings and the scenery
inside the theatre.

b) Tell about the introuductions prior to the
main film, including the flag raising
ceremony, the commercials and the
newreel '

¢) CGive a resume of the main film.

Conclusion. — Relate impressions and feelings that you
derived from attending the movie.

Last Sunday morning, my father said he would take us to see
1 movie as a reward for having done well in our studies. We decided
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to g0 to the “REX” theatre which is one of the largest air-conditioned
theatres in Saigon. This theatre usually offers excellent films which
are suitable for family viewing.

After buying the tickets, we climbed on the escalator to go to
the second floor. We found our seats which were located in the first
row of the balcony. Looking down at the ground floor and back of
us at the rear of the balcony, we noticed that almost all the seats
were taken.

Promtly at 9:00 AM, a bell rang and the lights were turned
off. We became very attentive. The music of the National anthem
began and we all stood to show our regpect and to salute our flag.
Then we saw commercials and pictures of movie that would be
shown in the future. Following these, we saw a newsreel which
showed the latest events from VietNam and other countries. The
Prime-Minister was shown visiting the New Ecomiczone and
inauguratilﬁ the Dong Nai industrial area .
After that the main film started. This movie was in color and was
shown on a large cinerama scope screen. It featured well-known
international actors and actresses. The film was based on a story
which took place during the time when France was occupied by the
Fascist German Army in the World War II. Thanks to the courage
and sacrifice of a spy in the Resistance Army, the Alkied air forces
were able to destroy an important military base of the enemy. The
tricky plot, the skifull performance of the actors and actresses, and
the beautiful scenery of the movie kept the audience completely
spell-bound for two full hours.

The movie finished at 11:00 AM. We left feeling very happy
and contented. All of us agreed that the movie was most enjoyable
and a fine kind of recreation for us. Viewing the movie broadened
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our knowledge and the accompanying newsreel helps to inform us
about the latest happenings in our country and in the warld,

9

Explanations
Prior to = before = trudc

Commercial {n) quang céo; & day 1a phim quang cdo.
Newsreel (n) = phim thai sy.

Résumé (n) = summary = tost ybu, tém tAt.
Reward (n) = phan thudng.

Alr-conditioned (compound adj: n + Past Part) = o6 méy
ditu hda khdng khi.

Suitable (@) = thich hgp, thufn tién.

Rear {(n) = phia sau

Balcony {n) = lan can.

Natlonal anthem (n) = ban qudc thidu.
Prime-Minister = thd tudng.

To inaugurate, inaugurating (Presetn Part) = khénh thanh,
khai mac.

To feature {v) = c6 sy gép mit, déng vai cua...
Act& (n) = nam thl b¥ actress {n) = ni tai tit.
Spy (n) = digp vién

Allled (a) = dong minh.

Tricky (@) = la d6i, khé hidu, éo le.

Plot {n) = cbt truyén cia (phim, tifu thuyét)
Spellbound (a) = say mé.
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DE TAI 31
Hay ta mét phim chiéu bong ma anh hay chij vira xem.

M0 bai. Anh da xem chigu béng khi nao va vao dip nao ?

Than bai; a) Ta sy vat xung quanh anh va quang canh bén
trong rap hat.

b) N6i vé nhitng man mé dau trude phim chinh gom
1& chao &, phim quang cdo va phim thai sy.

¢) Noi s luge ot truyén cia phim chinh.

Két lugn: Thuat lai y nghi va cam tudng cia anh sau khi xem
chiéu béng.

Séng chid nhat vita qua. d& thudng vige ching t6i da hoc hanh
khd. cha tHi néi s& dua ching tdi di coi chdp bong. Ching téi quyst
dinh di d&n rap Rex la mot trong nhing rap <6 may diéu hoa khang
khi l6n nhat Thanh phé Hé Chi Minh. Rap hit nay thudng cung
c8p nhang phim dac sdc thich hgp cho ca gia dinh.

Sau khi mua vé, ching toi treo lén'thang may d& lén [au hai.
Chiing 5 da tim thAy chd ngoi ¢ hang ghé dau bao lon.

Nhin xudng dusi va vé phia sau ching tdi noi cudi bao lon,
ching t4i thay hau hét ché da c6 ngusi ngdi.

Buing chin gis, mot hai chuong rung va den tit hat, Chiing
toi trd nén cham chi. Nhac qufc thizdu bat dau va tat cg chiing
t6i ding day @& t6 ldng tén kinh chao quédc ky. Roi ching 1oi
xem phim quang cdo va hinh anh nhing cudn phim sé duge chigu
sau nay. Tiép theo dd ching t6i xem phim thsi sy trinh bay nhing
bién c8 mdi nhdt ¢ Viet Nam va 8 nhing nudc khdc. Tha
Tudng da di tham khu kinh t& méi va dang khanh thanh khu
cong nghiép Dong Nai. Say d6 phim chinh bst



dau. Do th mot phim mau va duge chidu trén man anh dai vi tuyén.
Phim do nhdng nam nd tai ti néi danh déng. Cuon phim duge dya
viio MOt cau truyén xay ra trong thoi gian khi nude Phap bj Quan
doi phat xit Dic chiém dong hos the chign thd hai. Nho vao sy can
dam va hi sinh cua mot diép vién trong quan doi khang chién, khong
jwe dong minh da 6 thé huy diet mot can cd quan ddi quan trong
cia dich. C6t truyén phim éo le, nghé thuat trinh dién khéo léo cia
cdc nam nd tai t&, va canh dep cia cudn phim da lam khdn gia say
mé sudt hai ting dong hé.

Cudn phim chdm dit hic 11 gits trua. Ching toi cam thay vui
va thodi mai. T4t ci ching tdi dong y rling chiu béng la mén giai
tri thich thd nhat va tét ddi véi ching tdi.

Xem chiéu bdng gitip mo rong kign thic va phim thai sy kem
theo cho ching téi bift nhing tin tiwe mdi nhit xay ra trong nude
va trén thé gidi.

D
TOPIC 32:

Tellabout a ceremony you have attended and give your
impressions regarding it.

Introduction | — When and where was the ceremony ?
—- For what occasion was it given?

Body. [ a) Describe the ceremony site and the
surroundings.

b) Describe the opening of the ceremony.
c) Describe the closing of the ceremony.

Coclusion \ — You felt proud and happy because you had
been invited to attend the ceremony.
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On the 6th of last Lunar February. the city hall of Saigon organized
ceremony (0 commemorate the noted heroines of our country’s past: The
Trung Sisters. My schoot was invited to attend this ceremony,

We arrived at the ceremony site at 7: 00 AM. The open area in front of the
city hall was already alive with people milling about and noisily mixing with
friends. The banners paying tribute to the two heroines were displayed in
various places around the sitc. National. organizational and group flags.
fluttering in the wind. made the area colorful and festive. The groups {rom
various schools and civic organizations took their places, fallingin  line in
file of six. It was very crowded and the carriers had a difficult time arranging
their banners for public viewing.

An ancestor’s allar was set up opposite the people, in front of the city
hall and sweet-smelling smoke escaping from the censer. Two girl students
from the Trng Veang Girl's High School were mounted on the backs of two
elephants signifying the historic event while a chorus sang a song called
“Commemoration 10 the Tnimg Sisters™.

The scene was very touching and made me recall the historic story of
the Trung Sisters who mounted elephants, raised their flags and led their
troops into battle to defend their country against the Chinese invaders. It was
a glorious victory for the Vietnamese and examplified the courage and
strength of the Vietnamese woman.

Suddenly. a voice was heard over the loud speaker informing people
that the ceremony was commencing. Everyone stood at attention to salute the
flag. A spokesman then went to the podium and announced the program that
would follow. He then introduced a representative of the Vielnamese woman''s
Association who was selected to make the opening address. Enthusiastic
applauses welcomed her to the platform. The representative briefly described
the heroic deeds of the Trnung Sisters praising their bravery and asked that all
Vietnamese women try to develop traits similar to those of the two Sisters.

Representatives from other Woman's groups followed her to the
platform to express their ideas on the occasion of the Trung Sisters’ Day.
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At 11: 00 AM. the ceremony ended and the groups dismissed

gradually. I lefi fecling slightly weary from standing so long in the sun but
proud that I had been there to help commemorate the brave and heroic Trung
Sisters.

niém.

O

EXPLANATIONS

Ceremony site(n) = quang canh, budi I&. _
City-hali(n) = 1ba d6 chanh, thj chinh. Uy ban nhan din thanh phé
To commemorate{v) = ghi nhd, truy-niém.

To mill about{v) = chay di chay lai mdt cach 6n ao.

Yo pay tribute(v) = 10 long t6n kinh, § ddy cO nghia o tudng

Festive(a) = tung bimg nhu I héi
Carrler(n) = ngudi cim. mang.
Ancestor(n) = 6ug ba.
Ancestor altar(n) = ban thi' t3 tién, diy c6 nghia la ban thd quéc .
Sweet-smelling (compound adj: a+ present part) = thom ngat.
Sencer(n) = dinh trim, binh nhang.
Invader{n} = k& xém lang.
To axamplity(v) = néu guong.
Loud speaker(n)- = loa phéng thanh.
To stand at attention = Dimg nghiém.
Spokesman{n) = phat ngdn vién: & ddy cb nghia nhw:
ngudi gidi thidu chucng trinh budi 1E.
Podium(n) = cai byc, Khan dai
Woman'’s Association = hdi phy nit.
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To make the opening address = boc dién van khai mac.
Enthusiastic{a) = ndng nhiét. hing héi.

Applause{n} = sy hoan hd.

Deeds(pl. n) = nhimg viéc lam:d diy cd nghia nhu: cong ditc.
To dismiss(v) = giai tan.

O

BE TAI 32 K& Iai mot budi 18 ma anh (hay chj) d& tham du va
noéi cam tudng ciia anh vé budi 1& 46,

Ma bai —Bubi [ 15 chitc khi nio vh & dau? Budi IE d3 1 chite

cho dip nao”
Thanbdi  — a) Ta quang canh budi I¢ va cénh bao quanh.
— B)TA lac khai mac budi 1&,
— ¢)Ta lic bé mac budi 13,

Két tugn — Anh cam thiy hanh dién va hin hoan i anh da duce
mdi tham dy budi 12.

Vio ngiy mong 6 thang hai im lich vita qua, iy ban nhin dan
TP.HCM da 16 chite mot budi IS d ghi nhé hai ddng anh thy khi xua cta dil
nuge: dé 1a hai Ba Tamg. Truong 161 da dusge mai tham du budi e nay.

Chitng 161 167 dia dicm budi 1& vao lie 7 gid sang. khoang rdng phia
tude Toa nhi uy ban di dude song dong hin [n van canh ngae dong e i
Iai va byn be chen chice on do. C& xi tudag nigm Hai Bi duge trang hoang
khip ndi xung quanh khu hanh 12, Quéie k¥. doan k3 vh ¢ lidn wan, phit pho
bay wrong gid, lam cho buéi 18 diy mau sac v nmg himg.

Nhitmg doan thé hoc sinlt clia nhiéu trudng hoce va clce doan the din sy
dig vio chd vii xEp hiing sau. Budi 12 riit dong vi nhing ngudti oang o4 xi.
khiu higu phai khé nhoe trong vige xép dat d& cong chilng hin thiy.

Mat han thit td qude duge it 1ap déi dign vai dan ching dimg i
phia 10a nha tiy ban vi mit khoi thom ngat bay va tir dinh wim. Hai ni sinh
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" trung hoc Trimg Vuong cudi 1rén hai thdt voi mang ¥ nghia tich sif trong khi
ban dong ca hat bai “Tudng nigm Hai Ba'".

Quang canh budi 12 rit xiic ddng va &3 lam i nhd lat lich st Hai Ba
cudi voi. cim ¢ 1anh dao ba quan ra tran bao vé qué huong chéng vdi quin
Bic xam luge. Do 1a chién thing vinh quang cho din 1§c Viét va néu
guong anh ding va sifc manh cia phu nit Vit Nam. '

Bdng ngudi ta nghe loa phong thanh bao cho moi ngudi biét budi & biu
dhu. T4t & moi ngudi dimg nghiém chinh déchao quéc ky. Mot nhan vign gidi
thigu chuong trinh tién ra buc g wyén doc chuong trinh budi IE. Sau do. dng
ta giGi thidu mét dai dign ciia hji phy nif doc dién vin khai mac.

Mot hdi va tay ndnyg nhiét chio mimg ba dai dién di dién dan. B dai
didn néu vin tat cong dife anh himg cia Hai Ba Trung, ca ngdi sy can truiing
ctia hai ba, va kéu goi toin thé phy nir Viét Nam ¢d gang phat trién nhimg nét
teuvén théng cia Hai B khi xua. Dai dign ciia nhitng doin thé phy nir khac ké
tiép nhau 1&n difn din dé bay 16 ¥ kién cda by nhan dip nay.

Budi 12 chim diat bic 11 gids. va cac doan thi tir tit gidi tan, Téi cam thily
hdi mt vi phai dimg Jau ngoai ning nhung hanh dign da duge & 46 42 tudng
niém hai Ba Trung can trudng va anh dang.

O

TOPIC 33 : Relate a sad happening in your life,

I have lost several valuable things during my lile and have heen unhappy
but 1 have never 1etl so sorrowlui as | have of late-after leaming that [ had just
lost a dear friend whom [ had known for many years.

One morning when | was studying my lesson. [ received a telegram. 1

openced it and read the sad news- my friend had been killed in a car accidem.
I was shocked and could not belicve the words in the message. Just last week
we saw vach other at a party aad chatted happily abouwt everything. Could it
be that we would never meet again”? ook the telegram, read it over and over
again. hoping that [ had misvead it or that it had been an crror.
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_ But the more 1 read. the more my doubts were dispelied. It must be
true. 1 was so sad that I couldn’t do anything. Suddenly tears dimmed my
eyes. | remembered studying with him and the good times we had ’gon{
swimming together. Then, T recalled his sincerity and faithfulbess. We
seemed to understand and relate with each other almost as if we had been
identical twins. [ felt very close to him. { knew also how deeply I would miss
him, realizing acutcly that a good friend is a precious treasure. It is painful
to think that [ have lost one person who understood, comforted and brought
so much joy to my life. I know I will always remember him but hope that
time will help to lighten my grief and loss.

O

EXPLANATIONS
Happening(n) = viéc xdy ra, & diy ¢ nghia nhy mdt bién cd.
Of late = via mdi diy.
After learning = sau khi biét tin, dugc tin.
Shocked (past part) = bj xiic dong manh.
Message(n) = bic thdng digp. tin tic, thi tin.
To chat{v) = chuyén trd.
Error(n) = sy nham [in, didu sai lim.
To dispel(v) = lam ticu tan . tan bién di.
To rocall(v) = nhé L.
Sincerity(n) = long thanh thit. tinh that tha.
Faithfuliness(n) = 1dng wung thanh, thily chung.
identical(a) = gifng hét. |
Twins({n. p{) = anh em sinh d6i.
Treasure{n) = kho ting.
Acutely(adv) = mét cach sau séc: nhanh tri: & diy acutely realizing’
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¢6 nghia nhu: thdy 5, nhfin ra rd rang.
To comfort(v) = lam cho vimg 1ong. an {i.
To lighten{v} = lam nhe bdt.
Grief(n) = su dau khd. du shu, 5o nao.

O

DE TAI 33: Hay thuat lai mat bién cb budn trong ddi anh.

Tbi da mat nhidu vit dang gia trong doi 16 va ¢4 budn riu déi lic nhung
t3i chuta bao gids cam thiy budn dau nhir vita méi diy. sau khi duge tin ring 16t
vita mit mét ngudi ban than mi t6i quen biét nhidu nim.

Mot budi sang khi tdi dang boc bai thi nhin duge mét dign tin. Tér md
ra vit doc tin budn d6-ban 16i da bi chit trong mot tai nan xe hdi. Téi xic djng
vi khong tin ndi nhilng dong chit trong di¢n tin. Méi tuin tnrde ching tdi gip
nhau trong mét bita tigc va chuyén trd vui vé v& mot vide. C6 thé rang ching
t6i s& khong bao gidr gip nbau nita sac? T6i cim bitc dign tin doc dilai. hy vong
ring t8i di doc 1am hodc dién tin di danh saj.

Nhung cang doc. nhimg ngd vic cha t5i cing tan bign. Nhit dinh ding
r6i. T6i budn riu dén ndi khong 1am ndi viec gi nita. Bdng ahidn mit i md
1. T6i nhd dén khi hoc ciing v3i ban va nhimg thési gian vui vé cimg nhau di
bosi. Thé 161, 16i nhd tai Jong thist tha chung thity cia anh. Ching 16i hinh nhy
la & hiéu nhau va séng v3i nhau nhu t ank em sinh d6i. T8i cam thily tét gin
giii anh. Tai ciing biét 61 thuong nhd anh sdu xa nhy thé nao., va thiy 1o ring
mot ngudi ban t5t 12 mét kho tang qui gii. Thét Ja dau khé khi nghi riing t6i di
mit di mot ngudi da hidu 16i da an i 16i vi dem dén cho ddi t6i niém vui 16n.
Téi biét 13 15i s& uon nhé anh &y nhung hy vong ring thoi gian s& giip (61
nhe bét sy dau khé mat mat nay.

Q

TOPIC 34: Relate a story which you have heard in class and
give your feelings about this story.

. 191



Last Monday my English teacher told me a story which wiss somewhat
sad, and was aboul an argument between two brothers. Now T would like 10
relate it 1o vou.

One night, the younger hrother came into the older brother’s room and
broke his precious erystad vase by acaident. The older brother happened to
returin al that morne and saw whil was going on, He shouted a1 the younger
brother and satd: “How dare vou touch and break ry vase? The vounger
brother said that he had broken it becaose of his awkwardness. Looking very
sad, the older brother bent down to pick up the broken pieces then told the
younger brother not to touch anything that belonged to him again. The
younger brother didn't seem to fee! sorvy for baving broken his brother's
vase. On the contrary. he tried to vidicule his brother by pursing his lips and
giving him a dirty look. The older brother gol very angry at his actions. He
then used physical force ta push his younger brother out of the room. Not
only did the vounger brother resist being pushed out of the room. but he also
tried to break all things on his brother's desk by tining the desk upside
down. The older brother shouted: "My Lord. you are very mean™ . He then
bent down again to pick up more of the broken picees.

The two brothers refused to tatk 1o each other for days on cnd.

One morning they found themselves facing each other studving and
eating. Being ashamed of his actions, the younger brether dueed not fook at his
older brother. After the meal. the older brother suddenly came up $o his
vounger brother and said: “Dear brother. ifit’s my fault. please forget about it!
* The vounger brother choked with tears and could not speak. After quate a
tong time. he cleared his throat and said: My brother. please forgive me I
The two brothers then embraced eacl other and wept bitterly. They promised
not to let this incident happen again.

I'like the story very much. | thought it could be used 10 wach us the
principles of good behavior o family members and 10 others, The older
brother, becanse of his forgiveness, finally affected his younger brother
causing him to feel sorry and ashamed of his wrong doing. 1 [elt certain he
wolld think carcfully before he allowed himself to mishehave again.
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O

EXPLANATIONS

Argument(n) = cudc tranh luin, cude cai vi

Crystal{n) = pha l&, thiy unh trong.

To shout (v} = la to.

To dare{v) = dam.

To bent down(v) = cii xudng.

On the contrary = nguge lai. tri lai.

To ridicule{v) = ché nhao, chec titc.

To purse one’s lips = tré. bin méi.

A dirty look = mét cai nhin ban thiu, cai Iudm mit.

Not only did the younger brother resist £ sau not only ciu cd
dao ngit. dat chit “did” 18n twen chi
ts the younger brother: khong
nhitng ngudi em khang cu lai. . .

Mean(a) = hén ha, thip kém, ban tizn, xéu xa.

To refuse(v) = i chéi.

For days on end = trong nhicu ngay ké tiép.

To choke{v) = nghen ngao.

To clear one’s throat = hing giong.

Bitterly(adv) = mét cach cay ding kb s3. & day co nghia nhu: (khéc)

nifc nd.

Forgiveness{n) = sy tha thi.

To affect{v) = anh hudng: & diy cd nghia nhwr. lam ddng long.

To misbehave{v) = cur xir 12

O
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.

DE TAI 34: Thuat lai mét céu truyén ma anh dé nghe trong I8p
va n6i cdm tudng cla anh vé céu truyén nay.

Thir hai vita qua . gido s« Anh van 18p t8i da k& cho i nghe mot ciu
truyén hoi budn vé mot cude cai va gilta hai anh em. By zid i mudn ké lai
ciiu truyén dé cho cac ban nghe,

Vao mot dém. ngusi em vao ciin phong cfia ngudi anh va vo y lam bé
chiéc binh pha 1 quy. Ngudi anh lic db chot di vé va di thiy chuyén gi da xay
ra. Anh tz la ngudi em va ndic “Sao chi dam dung (i ¢di larn bé chiée binh
clia 18i7" ngudi em not rang anh ta di 1am v3 cai binh vi sy vung vé. Trong
rat rdu i, ngudi anh cii xubng nhit nhimg minh va vi bao ngudi em ditng
dung dén viit gi cUa anh nita. Ngudi em khéng co vé gi an han vé viée da lam
hé cai binh ctia ngudi anh minh. Nguge lai. anh ta con cd choc titc anh biing
cich biu mai va lwsm mat nhin ngudi anh. Ngudi anh rit ndi gidn vé nhing
_ hanh déng clia em minh. R&i anh ta di diing sitc manh d& diy ngudi em ra
khoi phong. Khéng nhimg ngudi em chdng cy lai vi bi d'fly ra con ¢b pha va
tht ci moi thif trén ban gidly cfia nguoi anh biing cach x& dd cai ban. Nguai
anh la to: “Troi dit ot ! may hen qui. " Réi anh ta lai cii xuéng nhit thém
nhitng manh v8.

Hat anh em da khong chiu chuyén trd vai nhau trong nhidu ngay ké tiép.
Viao mdt budi sang ho Lh'fiy ho dang ngéi d6i dign nhau dn uéng va hoc hanh.
Vihé then vé nhitg hinh déng clia minh. nguéi em khong dam nhin anh. Sau
bifa an, ngudi anh bong di dén chd em minh va néi: “Em. néu dé 13 161 clia
ani1. xin em bé qua™ Ngudi em nude mit nghen ngio va khdug ndi ra i Sau
mét bic [4u, anh ta hing giong va néi: “Thua anh, anh tha 13 cho em!” RS
hai anh em 6m nhau khéc nic nd. Ho hita s¢ khéng dé chuyén niy xay ra nifa,

T6i réit thich nghe truyén nay. Toi nghi cau truyén nay c6 the dung dé
day ching ta nhiing nguyén tic dao difc tot dep d6i vai nhitng ké khac, Ngudi
anh vi long bao dung céia minh cuéi cling da lam dong 1ong ngudi em va lam
cho cm phai héi han va hé then v& nhitng vigce fam Vi 131 cia minh. Toi cam
thav chic chan 1a ngudi em phai dan do suy nght trude khi e cho phep minh
CU X1t ¢ bac lan nufa.
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O

TOPIC 35: Relate how you spent a day in your holidays when it
was not possible to go out because of bad weather.

It was raining heavily last Sunday. As1 got up. the bad weather gave
me the first disappointment of a day full of disappointments.

The roar of the thunder woke me up rather early. I ran to the window tq
make sure that it was raining. When I saw that my plans for this holiday were
entirely spoiled by the thunder storm, I dropped back to bed and slept until late
in the moming. Hunger finally made me get up. Delaying my toilet, I rushed
to the breakfast table and swallowed down all that my mother had prepared.

' Totell yaur the truth, it was only then that the dullness of a holiday spemt
indoors dawned on me. I then proceeded to make plans for the coming twenty-
four hours. Ful! of good resolutions, 1 immediately decided to brush up on my
Vietnamese civilization. ! took out a book on the influence of Confucianism
on Victnamese culture. After reading half a page, 1 disgustedly put away the
book and tumed on the radio. The music which was being broadcast was
horrible and 1 immediately wrned it off. After this, [ decided to try my hand
at cooking. [ went down to the kitchen to help my mother to cock. At the first
stroke of the kitchen knife, ! cut myself so badly that my mother shouted for
me get out of the kitchen.

Shortly after, at lunch time, I ate a whole lot and lingered at the table as
long as 1 could. The newspaper of the day had not been delivered yel
Therefore, I retired to my bed for a long nap that lasted until close to four.
For lack of anything else to do, I took a leisurely bath and never before did
1 so carefully take care of my nails. The rain was still pouring outside. and
this rain made i'ny younger brothers even more restless than I. They began to
quarrel and cry, and as a result, received a spanking from me such as they
had never been given before.
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Jusi then, my next door neighbor. who himself could not sustain the
dreariness of a rainy Sunday aftemoon, had the bright idea of coming over
with his chess board, and this helped settle us down until dinner time. My
mother had prepared our favorite dish which was usually reserved for very
special occasions. And it was so good that it made the whole family fecl
happy again. and forget a day full of frustration.

My father contributed his share to these indoor activities by telling us
such hair-raising ghost stories that we were frightened into going right to bed
and pulling the blankels over our heads.

The experience of this dull day taught me a valuable lesson. which is
that everyone should have an indoor hobby 10 occupy himseif on such day as
these] resolved to start a stamp or coin collection, beginning the very next
day.

O

Diappointment({n) = sy thit vong

Roar(n) = tiéng gam thét,

To spolil, spoiled(past part) = bi by théi. bj hu hong.

To delay, delaying(Present part) = mi hofin.

To rush to(v) = chay v{i dén.

Swallow(v) = nuét ching: & day c6 nghia nhy #n nghéiu nghién.

Dullness{n) = sy budn nan.

To dawn(v) = phat hién ra. xuft hién.

To proceed{v) = sita soan lam viéc gi: tién ti. § ddy dich gon Ja: biit
dau.

Resolution{n) = dicu quyét djuh. sy cuong quyét.

To brush up(v) = chau chudt lai. xem lai.

Confucianism = Khéng gido.

Disgustediy(adv) = mit cach ghé 1dm:5 day c6 nghia nhv: chan
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nan.
To put away = cii di.
To broadcast(v) = truyzn thanh.
Stroke(n) = nhit(dip): nét(bét).
To linger(v) = ling ving mdt noi khdag mudn r3i di. nén lai.
To deliver(v) = phit cho. giao phé cho.
To retire(v) = riu vi.
Leisurely(a) = nhin roi.
To take care of = sin sic.
Restiess(a) = khdng nghi. khéug ngdi yén.
Spanking(n) = sy danh don.
To sustain{v) = ching 43 . chiu dyng
Dreariness{n) = sy budn 2.
Chess-board (n) = ban cd.
To settle down(v) = éa dinh.
Frustration(n) = sy thét vong . chan nan.
Halv-raising(compound adj: n+ present participle) = dung e
£2ay.
To resolve(v) = quyét dinh.
O

BE TAI: 35 Hiy ki lai anh dd trdl qua mat trong nhing ngay
nghi nhy thé nao khi khdngthé ra ngoal dudc vi thai tiét xdu.
Chii nhat trudc trdi mua to. Khi 15i g diy. thoi tiét xdu da dem lai cho
'oi 0di thit vong diiu tién ciia mdt ngay ddy chin nan.
Tiéng sfm i &m da danh thic 16i ddy kha sdm. T6i chay dén cita sb d&
biét chic chin 1a udi dang mva. Khi t8i thiy ring nhimg dy djnh cho ngav
nghi hém db d3 boan toan hong vi trin mua bio, 15i da rd lai givdug va ngu
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cho dén tan gan 1, Cudi cling bung d6i da danh hire 151 day. Tn
hodn vigc ra mat. t6i chay vi dén ban an sing va ngau nghién an th1 ca
nhiing gi mg t6i da don san.

NGi thét cho céc ban biét cai budn 1& ciia mét ngay nghi bén trong nha
lic d6 mdi bat dau xuit hign trong long 16i. T6i bit dAu phac hoa nhimg dy
dinh cho hai mudi bdn gids di. C6 nhidu quyét dinh hay. 16 1ap titc quyét dinh
xem lai méh hoc v& viin minh Viét Nam cua t6i. T6i lay va mdt cvdn sach néi
vé anh hudng ctia Khdng giao ddi véi nén vin héa Viét Nam. Sau khi doc
dugc chimg nita trang. t6i chan nan cit cudn sach di v mé may truyén thanh
nghe. Tiéng am nhac dang dudc truyén thanh nghe ghé qua va 18] it may
ngay. Sau d6, t6i quyét dinh thir mot tay vio viéc nau nudng. Tai xudng bép
48 gilip ma 16i niu nudng. Ngay nhat dao diu tién, téi lam dit tay minh & dén
ndi me 161 phai 1a dudi 151 ra khoi bép. '

Ngay sau d6. vho bita com tnfa . t6i di in rit nhidu va di nan ngdi lai
ban an rit 1du. Bao chi ngay hém d6 chua phat dén nha. Do d6 t8i tai nit vio
givdng d¢ ngd tnra kéo dai ghn (Gi bon gid chidu. Vi thifu cai gi khac nia dé
fam. t6i thong thd tm vk chua bao gid it tnede 187 nay 161 di san s6¢ mony
tay t5i cin than dén nhu viy . Mua van con x5i X3 & bén ngoai va Fan mua
nay d& lam cac em 9i ngdi khdng vén hon 16i nita, Chitng bt du cai nhau
va khoéc. va két qua 1a 161 di danh chiing mét trin mA trudc kia chitng chua
bao gid bj danh nhu thé.

Ngay sau d6. chinh éng hang x6m k& nha 18i ciing khéng chiu ndi sif
budn 12 ciia mdt budi chidu mua ngay chit nhit. da cé v kién hay 12 mang ban
c&s sang nha t6i, didu d6 da givp ching téi én dinh cho 16i gi¢ com chiéu, Me
161 43 lam mét mon dn ngon thudng danh cho nhimg co héi dic bidt. Vi mén
in d6 d3 1am cho cd gia dinh cam thiy vui trd fai va quén di mdt nghy diy
chan nan.

Cha 15i ciing da dy phan vio nhitag hoat déng trong nha bing cich ké
cho chiing tdi nghe nhitng ciu chuyén vé ma quy ditng toc gay dén ndi chiing
151 da sg hai di ngd ngay vi kéo chan chivm kin dau.

Kinh nghi¢m cia ngiiy budn & uhy di day cho 16i mot bai hoc ding
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gia la moi ngudi ndn e6 ma1 mon gidi tri trong nha dé ty lam chio minh ¢6 vige
Jar trong nhimg nghy nhat vy, Vi thé 161 da quyét dinh khdi diu sy suu dm
tién dong vi i hou vio ngay hdin saw.

O

PROPOSED TOPICS FOR PRACTICE WRITING
{Nhithg d& dudc d& nghi dé thuc tap)

Deseribe your last day at school before you left for the summer
holidays,

(Ta ngity hoc cudi cling trude khi anh (chi) di ngiii he).

After along day of hard work. your family gathers together in the living
room 1o lalk about the day’s activities. Describe the scene.

(sau mdt ngay dii lam vide viitva gia dinh anh (chi) tw hop lai vGi nhau
& phong khich d néi chuven & nhitmg hoat déng trong ngay. Hay 1 lai canh
nay).

7T was the most rewarding day T bad ever spent”™. Give an account of
what yeu did on this day.

{6 1a nghy vui nhit ma 16i da sdng qua. Thuat lai anh(chi) da lam gi
trong ngay nay).

Describe a visit 1o a place of historical interest.

(Ta lai mot cude di tham mot ndi ¢d di tich lich si).

You committed an crror in your behavior towards your parents. Relate
it and 1ell what reactions you took 1o vradicate it.

(anh (chi} d3 pham mét 16 di v6i cha me. Hiay thudt lai vacho biét anh
{chy) dd c6 nhitng phan img ra sao & xéa bd no}

On the oceasion of a family festival. a dinner party was organized for

some relatives and friends. Describe it

(Nhin md1 nghy [& coa gia dinh. mot bita tice duge don ra dé din Y
von vit ban be. Hay i lai)
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You have recently visited a charity fair. Describe the scene and tell
whut you and other people did.

(anth (chi) vira viéng mdt hi che tir thign. Hay ta lai quang canh va ndi
atth(chy) va nhimg ngudi khac da 1am gi).

Tell about a happy or sad memory of your family.

(Hay k2 lai mt ky niém vui hay budn cia gia dinb anh).

You have recemly witnessed a fire. Describe the scene and tell what
you and other people did to put out the fire and help the victims.

(Anhichj) vita chimg kién mot trn hoa hoan. Hay 14 lai quang canh va
n6i anhichi) va nhitng ngudi khac da lam thé nao dé dap tit ngon lira va giip
cac nan nhan).

Relate the story of a national hero whom you adnire.

(hay thuéit kai chuyén vé mét vi anh himg dén éc ma anh (chi) cam
phuc).

Tell about your first ride on a bicycle.

(Hay thudt lai 13n diu tign anh (chj) di xe dap).

You have recently seen a family member off at the bus station. Relate
what you have seen and heard.

{Anh (chi) vita tién mdl ngudi nha i bén xe buyt. Hay thuiit lai anh
{chj) d3 nghe va thiy nhimg gi™).



Section 3

Letter — Writing
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TOPIC 36: You have received a gift from your uncle, Write a
letter to thank him for the present.

Introduction - When did you receive this gift?
Body. a) Dexcribe your feelings when you received the
package.

b) Describe the gift.
¢) How do you plan to use and care for it?

Conclusion. - Extend your thanks and best wishes to the family.

Dear Uncle:

I received vour gift this moming. | was so cxcited when 1 saw the
package that [ couldn’t wait to open it.

Then when I saw the Packer fountamn- pen. I was very thrilled.

1 have wanted a Parker pen for several year§. So you can well imagine
how pleased 1 was. F especially liked the one you selected. 1 notiond itk point
and imming were of 14 K gold. You must have paid a lot of money for the
pen.

1 decided 1o try it out immediately by writing a fetter (o thank you. As
you can see. il pen writes very smoothl3 It makes a very fine line and is so
superior 1o the cheap pen { have been using. My fatber also tied the pen and
stated that it wrote very well and was a really mee pea.

Simse it is such a beautiful. reliable. and costly pen. I shall have 10 1ake
good care of it. Any time | go to school. { shall put it in a box and carry it in
my brief case. | dare not put it in my pocket for fear that 1 shall lose it or that

someone might take it from me.

1 promise vou I shall iry to kecp it as long as possible und shall always
remember that you gave 1 0 me.

We are all in good heath and have been very busy of late. My parents
send their regards to you and your family.

| once again thank you for the gift and also wish to send my best wishes
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to ull of your family.
Yours affectionately,
To extend(v) = lam vuon ra , 061 dai ra . @ day 6 nghia nhu gl dén.
Fountain- pen(n) = viét may.
To be thrilled (v) = hdi hép. 3 day co nghia nhu mimg quynh.
Trimming(n) = vat trang sitc cia ciy viét, (ahu cai vong Kim khi &
cay viet)
Superior to = hon, & diy dich nhw: 16t hon nhidu . 15t hon hin
Reliable{a) = c6 thé tin chy: & diy ¢b nghia nhu 6t
Brief case{n) = cip dyng gifty 13 sich v3.
For tear that = sg rang.
Regard{n) = sir kinh trong, ©n trong, O day o6 nghia nhy: 191 thim
Q

DE TAl 36: Anh{hay chi) di nhan didc mdt qua tang clia ngudi
ciiu g cho. Hiy viét thd cam on ciu vé mon qua dé.

M3 bai. - Anh phin duge qua tang 46 khi nao?
Thdn bai. - a) Cam wing ciia anh khi nhin dudc goi qua
b) Ta tang vat
c) Anh sé ding va git gin vit 46 nhy thé nio?
Két tugn. - L3 cam on va ldi chic tng.
Thua cdu:

Chau d3 nhin dudc qua clia cju sang nay. Chau mimg quynh khi nhin
thiy £6i qua mi chau khéng thé chim md ra dude.

R4i khi thdy ciy viét may Parker chau ¢3 mimg run Ién. Chau da ao
e mot cy viét Parker nhidu nam nay. Do d6 ciu ¢d thé wong tigng ducc
chau vui biét dudng nao.
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Chau dic biét thich ciy viét ma cfu d3 lya cho chau. Chau nhin thiy
dAu ngdi va nhiing vong trang tri déu la vang 14k.Chéc cau da mét khéi tidn
mua cdy viét nay cho chau.

Chau quyét dinh viét thir ngay bing cach viét thy nay dé cam on cu.
Ciu thiy khong viét nay rit tron. nét chir thi rit nhd va 3t hon han cay viét
ré tién chéu dang ding. Ba chéu ciing thir viét vA néi rang bt viét rit 61 va
thiét 1a mét cay viét dep.

Vi la mdt cy viét dep. 161 va ding gia chau s& gii gin 06 cén than. Bét
cit lfc ndo chau di hoc. chau s& dé cay viét d6 trong hép va mang né trong
cdp sich. Chéu khong dam gai né trong i 4o vi s¢ dinbh mét holic ngutsi ta
c6 thé Iy ciia chéu. chéu xin hifa gid ciy viét 46 cing 15u cang hay va luén
nhd cu da cho chau chy viét nay.

Gia dinh chau d&u manh khoe va ban lubn. ba ma chau gdi 15i thim
cdiu va gia dinh. Mt l3n nifa xin cim on cfu va gii 13 chiic (5t dep nhét ciia
chau dbi véi gia dinh cau.

Kinh thu.
O

TOPIC 37: Write a letter to a friend who is ill.
Introduction. - How and when did you leam that he had become
in? .
Body. - a)Inquire if his health has improved.

b)Describe briefly what has taken place in
class

c)Encourage him to rest and improve his health,
Conclusion. - Send your wishes for a rapid recovery.
Dear Quang:

You have been absent from school for almost a week and T have
missed seeing you. Not knowing the reason for your absence . [ went to your
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house to find out the answer. Your mother informed me that you had been
taken i}l and had to be moved to the hospital. I was so sorry 1o hear this news.

Are you feeling better now? Has the doctor told you when you might
be able to leave the hospital and retum to school?

1 hope you will regain your health very soon.

Dear Quang, the whole class has been concerned about you.
Yesterday the teacher gave the class a very difficult Math assignment. No
one could find the answer. Everyone thought you could have solved the
problems if you had been here because you are a very good student in
mathematics. Tudng's father just bought him a new Honda. He said he could
carry me on the Honda to visit you at the hospital this coming Sunday
morning.

Please try to rest and take care of yourself so that you will recover

soon. [ will explain the assignments to you and lend you my notes so that you
can catch up with the class.

1 send my best wishes for a fast recovery and hope to sec you soon
Your friend.
O

EXPLANATIONS
To improve{v) = cai thién, 1am cho kha hon.
Briefly(adv) = mot cach vin tat.
To encourage(v) = khuyén khich.
Recovery(n) = su bdi phuc, su khoi bénh.
To miss{v) = |3, mét, nhd.
To find out(v) = kham pha ra. tim ra.
To inform(v) = bio tin. cho hay.
Assignment(n) = bai dé sita soan lam & nha.
To recover{v) = khoi bénh, binh phuc.

205



To catch up(v) = theo kip . bat kip.

O
Bk TAI 37: Viét thu héi tham mét ngudi ban bi dau,
Mda bai. - Anh duge biét ban bj dau khi nao va do diu ma
bier?
Thén bai. - a) Hoi tham ban da khée hon chia ?

b) Ta vin tat didu gi d xdy ra trong Idp.
¢} Khuyén khich ban nghi ngoi va Iy lai sitc khoe
Két lugn. - GUi 103 chic ban mau biah phyc.
Quang mén: '
Bandivang&nu&lgcatuinleuayvatmkhmgdlmgapbm Khong
hammh@nvmgmmlcﬁ&nnhah@ndeummmm Ma ban cho

lmblelmngbantﬁbidauvadidntdcmdlb@nhvm Toi cam thiy budn
khi nghe tin do.

By £i6 ban da kha chea ? Bac si o cho ban biét khi nao ban o6 the
10 béah vign ve di boc khéng?

T&ihyvmgchingbaol:‘inbanﬁléyhisﬁ:klﬁc

Qﬂngmcakq)di&lan&ubm_l-hnqua thayglaodmldp
hoc mdt bai todn rit kho. Khongaloothcumm(ﬁpm Moi ngudi déu nghi
banmlhcglmbmaynwlﬂndmﬁxgwbanlamhocsmhgmumnman
BacuaTuﬁugnﬂmuadmhanmmbmdamm.l{anmscch&lmhang
x¢ honda di thim ban & béah vién sing chi nhat t3i.

Ban hdy rang nghi ngoi va giit gin sitc khoe d2 mau binh phuc. Toi s&
giang cac bai Jam cho ban va sé cho ban muyn vd ciia lotdebancothe theo
kip lop

Gifi 10i chiic ban mau binh phyc va hi vong sé gip ban sém.

O
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TOPIC 38: Write a letter to your friend to discuss the kind of
books you like best to read.

Dear Thanh:

[l scems that singe it is the end of my school vacation, 1 should write
to you and tell you about summer “adventures”,

My adventures were in books. and my favorite stories were ones about
travels. So [ spent most of the summer at the library, and I really enioved
myself.

One reason I like travel books so much is that [ can learn about many
countries and the people that live there. One day. I hope that I can really visit
s.omcoflhcplaoeslha\'eteadahoul.bulitwillbcmanyyealsbeforelcan
save enough moncey for any trps.

Meanwhile, 1 will be happy to coatinuc rcading stories writicn by
others who have travelled far and wide.

Wiite me and let me know if you also enjoy this kind of advesture. |
hope s0.

Until pext time, when [ get some free time from school work to wnite
again. 1 remain

Yours simcerely.
O

EXPLANATIONS

To write{to) someone = viét thu cho ai.

Adventure{n) = cudc phiev ha . mao hiém.

Favorite{a) = dugc ua thich.

Travel books = sach vé du lich.

Far and wide = xa va rdng: & ddy c6 nghia nhu: khép nai.
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To remain(v) = 3 lai chd ci: J day co nghia nhu: “tam dimg biit".
O

DE TA! 38: Viét m6t 1a thu cho ban anh dé théo iudn vé logi
sach ma anh thich doc nhit.

Thanh thén mén: ,

Cé 12 vi nay d cudi ky nghi he, t5i muén viét cho anh va k& cho anh
nghe v& nhitng “phidu lwu" mia he clia i,

Nhitng cude phigu hwu cla 6i thi & trong sach, va nhilng céu chuyén
ua thich nhft clia ti 1 nhimg c8u chutdn vé du lich. Bdi viy i d& sbng ghn
c& mia he trong thu vign va 16i that sy da thich tha.

Mot Iy do i thich nbitng sach vé& du lich nhiéu nhu vay la vi 16i cd
thé biét v& nhidu xif va cic dn tdc sbog & nhitng noi d6. M6t ngay nao d6 16i
hy vong rﬁng t6i b thé that sir di xem mdt vai ndi ma 161 di doc théy‘ nhung
s& mat nhidu nim trude khi 151 o6 the danh dum A tién cho bit cif'cude hanh
trinh nio. :

Pong thasi, 151 s sung subng due tiép tuc doc nbiing chu chuyén do
nhing ngudi da di khip noi viét.

Viét cho 16i ban nhé va cho t5i biét 1 ban c6 cimg thich cai kidu phiéu
lwu nay khong. Toi hy vorg nbir viy.

Hen thu sau, khi vigc hoc hanh ranh r3i 16i s2 lai viét nita cho ban. Xin
tam ditng bt & day.

Thinh thit.

O

TOPIC 39: You have just arrived to visit a foreign country. Write
to your parents announcing that you have arrived safely and
ask themn to send something to you.
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Dear Mother and Father:

This letter is to let you know that | have arrived safely in Singapore.
My first impressions are that Singapore is a beautiful country and that I am
going to enjoy my stay here very much.

Everything is so clean and beautiful and very well- organized. The
airport is very large and modern and I could sce that they have just completed
the modemization. The people working there were friendly and courteous
and very helpful. They made me feel very welcome to their city. The taxi
from the airport downtown was readily available and very inexpensive.

My hotel is a new modern one with every convenience. The tourist
bulletin that | found in my room suggests to many different things that I
might like 10 see and do, so | am sure that T will be busy every minute.

Unfortunately I forgol the shopping list that I had made out before |
came here. As you know many of my friends asked me to buy something for
them. 1 can not possibly remember everything. so would you please send the
list to me

I miss both of you and wish that you were here with me. Don’t worty
about me because this is a very secure and safe place. I will write again in a
few days. \

Your loving son.

O

EXPLANATIONS
A foreign country = mét xit ngoai qudc.
To announce{v) = bao tin . tuyén bd
impression(a) = in wigng, cam nghi.
Modémization(a) = sy canh 13n hoa.
Courteous(a) = lich si.



Welcome(a) = duge dén 1iép nicm nd.
Available(@) = sin sing. c6 san.

Tourist bulletin = i tin tirc cho du khich
To miss(v} = nhd

Secure{a) = an ninh.

O

BE TAI 39: Anh (hay chi) via téi tham mét xid ngoai quoc. Hay
viét thu vé cho cha me anh (hay chi) béo tin anh da dén noi
binh an va xin gia dinh gui cho anh th& gi d6.

Kinh thua ba ma:

Con viét thu nay d& bio tin ba ma biét con d& 18i Singapore duge binh
yin. Cim tudng diu tidn cta con thi Singapore T mot dit nude dep va con
s€ rit thich nhitng ngay & lai diy.

Chd nao ciing sach 3. dep d8 vi rit ¢6 t6 chite. Trutn ¢ bav thi rit rong
vi tin tién. Con ¢6 thé thiy ring & diy ho vita hoan 14t cdug vice canh tin
xong. Dan lam dn ¢ d6 thi than mét, lich sy vt hay gildp dd. Ho lam con cam
{hfl}' cge don liép ¢hu dio khi dén thiuth phé chia ho. Xe tie xi tir phi trudng
v& trung tam thanh phé lic nao cling ¢d sin vi rit e,

Khach san con & Ih mét khich san tin tidn mdi mé véi moi tidn nghi.
Té tin tite du lich, rong phong con cho bidt rit nhidv thit khac nhau mi con
¢6 18 mudn di xem va nhu viy chic chin ring con mac ban umyg phat.

Khéng may con da quén mét 13 ké khai mua ban ma con da viét ra
trudie khi dén day. Nhu ba ma biét nhiéu ban con da nhd con mua nhitng mon
£ d6 cho ho. con khong thé nhd hét moi thit, viy nhé ba ma gii sang-cho con
0 ké khai do.

Con nhd ba ma va udc 1'E”1ng gia ba ma l6¢ nay ¢ diy véi con.

Ba mi chd lo gi che con ¢d vi & diy [a mdt ndi an wian v vén on. Vi
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bika nifa cob s¢ lai vidt vé.
Con cita ha ma.

O

TOPIC 40: Write a letter to your older brother who was
stationed at a Military Training school

Dear brother:

It has been more than a month sinse you left for the Nha Trang
Military Training school. We have received two letters from you. All of us
were happy to hear that you have been well.

Mom has wornied about your health, wondering whether you were
strong enough to do all the hard work and endure the strenuons experiences
that are required of you. As for Dad, he was worried as to whether you could
accurately fire at the targets because of your near-sightedness. Moro and Dad
have been very busy with their business and couldn’t get away to visit you on
Sunday. Mom sent you some ofanges and some scasoned, shredded dried
cooked pork last Saturday by Mr. Xudn who went there to visit his son. Did
vou receive these things?

You'd better take care of your health. Try oot to stay up lale at night
s0 that you will be rested and in good condition to do your best. I know you
have to follow a schedule which sets study. meals and recreation limes
strictly. This schedule should help you to establish a good routine. If you
would like some additional food or some of Mom's home cooking, please
write and let us know. Mom and Dad plan to visit you as scon as they can
get away from their work. Please, don’t worry about anything and just try
to study. meet new friends and enjoy life at the military training shocl.
Pcople often say: It is better 10 sweat on the drill field than bleed on the
battle ficld.

I shall be proud to see you on conunencement day in your new
Victnamese people’s Army officer’'s uniform, knowing that you have
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completed all of the requircmants.
All of us arc busy and well. We all miss you and scad our best wishes.
Litde Lan always recalls you. Study hard so that you can complete your
training
[ send my best wishes for your health and happiness.
Yours affectionately.

0

EXPLANATIONS.
To be stationed at = § tai. déog ti.
Military Training school = Tatmg huéin luyén quan sy.
To wonder({v) = liy lam la, uf hoi.
Whether{conj) = cb. . . hay khong.
Strenuous(a) = ging sic khong ngimg.

Strenuous sxperiences = 3 diy ¢6 nghia nhw: nhitng thir thach 18n
lao.

To require(v) = doi hoi. bit budc.

Accuratety(adv) = mét cich chinh xic.

Target(n) = myc tiéu.

Near- sightedness{ compound noun: adj+n) = tit ciin thj.

To get away(v) = di khoi. ra khoi.

Seasoned, shredded dried cooked pork = thit heo cha béng.

Had better = pén. . . thi hon.

To stay up late = thirc khuya.

Good condition = ¢ diy c6 nghia abu: khée manh.

To establish(v) = thanh 13p. thiét ap: & ddy c6 nghia nhr: tao théi
quen.

Routine{n) = théi quen hing ngay.
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Additional food = thic in thém.

Home cooking = thic in niu tai nba.

To swealt(v) = 45 md héi.

Drill field (n) = thao trumg.

To bleed (v) = 46 méau, chiy miu.

Proud (8) = hinh dién.

Commencement day(n) = ngay I min khéa.
O

DE TAI 40: Hiy viét thu cho ngudi anh cia anh (hay chi) dang
dugc hudin luyén tal mGt quiin trudng.

Anh mén:

K& tir khi anh xa nha xudng trudng huin luyén quin sy Nha Trang hon
mét thang rdi. Gia dinh di nhin duge hai thu clia anh. ci nha vui mimg dugc
tin anh manh zidi.

Ma di lo ling cho six khde ciia anh. khdng bié anh c6 di sik khoe
@2 thyc thp nhing cong tic ning né va chju dyng nhing thit thach 13 tao hay
khing.

Con v& phin ba . ngudi da lo riing li¢u anh c6 bin triag myc tiéu vi
mat anh cin thj. Ba ma rit ban rn vé viéc lam &n budn ban va khong the bo
dugc d2 di tham anb vio ngay chil nhit. Ma da gdi cho anh cam vi thit cha
bong thit bay tuiin trudc qua dng Xuiin 10i dd thim con dng iy. Anh da nhin
dugc nhimg thir d6 di chir?

T6t hon anh pén giir gin sic khoe cla anh. Anh hay o6 dimg thikc
khuya ban dém d& dudc nghi ngoi diy dii va duge khée manh d2 chu toan
nhiém vy. Em biét ring anh phai theo mdt thdi khoa bicu sip dit ¢ gid hoc.
gid An va gid gidi tri mdt cich chit ché. Thoi khda bidu ndy s gilip anh tao
mdt théi quen hang ngay 8t

Néu anh mudn 6 thikc in thém hoge thikc an do ma lam & nha, hiy vid
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v ¢cho nhia biét. Ba ma du dinh di tham anh ngay sau khi cac ngudi co the din
e cong vige.

Anh chd nén lo lang diéu gi ca va hay ging cong hoc 1ap. gap gd
nhitng ban bé mdi va vui séng ndi quan rudng.

Ngusi ta thudng néi: “Thao wudng d6 md héi, chién wudng bt db

Em s hinh dién dugc gap anh trong ngay 1¢ man khoa trong bo quén
phuc 1an si quan quéan ddi nhin din Vigt Nam vi biét ring anh 3 hoan tt
mébn hoe bt budc.

Ci nha d&u lam an manh khde, moi ngudsi déu nhd anh vi giti ¢én anh
nhitng ciu chiic t6t dep nhét. Bé Lan luén ludn nhéic d&n anh. Anh hay réng
hoc tap d¢ cé thé hoan thanh khéa hoc Em chiic anh duge vui manh nhicu.

Thin mén.

O

TOPIC 41: Write a letter to a foreign friend of yours introducing
him (or her) one aspect of the Vietnamese culture,

Dear John:

I am very happy as I write this letter to you today beacause this is a
happy time of the year in Vietnam. [t is the time of Tet. our NewYear.

Later I will write to tell you about some other aspects of our

Vietnamese culture. but now let me just tell you about this special holiday,
- -
Tet.

“Tet'is the start of our lunar year. It does not fall on the same date as
your New Year = January 1st, but we usually celebrate it somewhere from
January 15 th to February 28 th. At this time of the year, the shops are busy.
eapecially in the central Markel where gaily-wrapped sweets and other
voodies fill the shelves. Many people come to buy and the shops are vers
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crowded.

Everyone likes 1o wear new clothes to start the New Year. Then, too.
gifts must be bought for all relatives, especially for grandparents. Some
streets are hined with pretty flowers and big watermelons are for sale along
others, From what I have read and heard it is similar to your Christmas.

“Telis a favarite holiday of most Vietnamese people. The culture and
traditions of ‘Tet have been passed on to us for many generations. Before and

during Tet we observe these customs and traditions.

In my next fetter 1 will tell you more about some of the special
cusloms we observe during this time.

May [ close by wishing you “Cung Chuc Tan Xuan‘} our words for
“Happy New Year.

Your friend,
O

EXPLANATIONS

Foreign friend = ngudi ban ngoai quéc.

To introduc(v) = gidi thidu.

Aspect(n) = phuong dign; & day Ih sic thai.

Culture{n) = nénviin hoéa.

Lunar{(a) = thudc v& mit trang: lunar year = n&m &m lich.

To celebrate(v) = ci I, an mimg.

Gaily- wrapped(commpound adj adj + Past part) = duge goi
mét cach vui mét.

Sweets(n. pl) = keo, mitt.

Goodies{n. pl} = banh keo.

Shelf(n) = cii gid ding. cai ké

Watermelon = dua hiu.
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To be for sale = dugc bay ban.
Tradition(n) = phong tuc ¢b truydn, truyén théng.
Custom(n) = tap quan, phong tuc.

O

BE TAI 41: Hay viét thy cho mdt ngudsi ban ngoai quéc, gidi
thiéu mat séic thai cda nén vén héa Viét nam.

Anh John than mén:

T6i rdt sung sudng khi viét cho anh 13 thu nhyt nay hém nay bdi vi day
fa thdi gian cla mdt ném & Viét Nam. Déy la thai gian Tét dén, nim mdi cia
chilng 16i. '

Sau nay 15i s& viét ké cho anh nghe v& mdt sic thai kbac cia nén van
héa Vigt nam ching t6i, nhung biy gid hiy dé t6i ké cho anh v& ngay 1€ dac
biét nay. d6 Ia Tée.

Té1 ka bit dhu cha mdt nam am lich. Tét khong roi vao ciing mét ngay
vi pam mdi cua xif anh, ngay mét thang giéng duong lich. nhimg ching t6i
thuomng iin Tét vao khoang tir 1S thang giéng dén 28 thang hai duong lich. Vao
lGc nay cia niam. cic cira hang ban ron. dac biét 3 chg Trung Tam. & d6 keo
mint géi dep d& va nhimg banh keo khac xép dily k& hang. Nhidu ngui i
mua va cac cita hing thi déng nghet.

Ngudi nao ciing thich mic quin a0 mdi d2 bit diu ndm mat, Rai con
nifa. qua ting phii duge mua & bifu ho hang. dac bidt ddi véi Gng ba. Vai
duding phé x&p hang dai nhing hoa twsi dep va nhilng trii dua hiu to duge
bay ban doc nhitng con dudag khac.

Theo nhilng gi 16i doc trong sach vh nghe néi dén thi Tét ciing twong
tyt nhur 12 Giang sinh clia cac anh.

Tét 1a ngay nghi ua thich ciia bau bét ngudi Viét Nam. Vin hda va
phong e ciia ngay Tét da dudc truyén lai cho chiing 16i da nhicu thé hé.

Trubc va trong ngay Tét ching 16i thige banh nhiing tip quan va phong
c nay.

216



Trong thu sau, Téi s& ké cho anh nghe nhi¢u hdn vé vai tip quan ma
ching &1 quan sat thiy trong thdi gian ndy.
Cho 167 ducc phép ngitng viét bang ¢ich chile anh "Cung Chic Tan
Xudn", ¢iu noi cia ching 161 thay cho cau “"Nam mdi Hanh Phix™ cda cac anh.
Ban anh.

O

TOPIC 42: A sailor writes and tells you about his ambition and
hope.

Introduction, - Why hasn’t the sailor written for so long?

Bodh ~ Why dosen’t he want to sail on that ship again’
Conclusion — An tnvitation for his frieod to sail with lim this
SLUMNTEST .

Dear Thanh:

It has been a long time since tast T wrote o vou. but you kpow the
Tife of a sailor, and when my ship is out to sea. there is no mail serviee back
to the mainland.

My Tust trip was far off shore 10 special places where the big ocean
perch sty T think though that | shaif not sign on with this ship any more. Let
me tell vou why.

| have always wanted to captain a ship of my own. and | have becn
saving a little money cach month for many years. 1 now have enough to buy
a small ship of my own. and that what's 1 piap to do.

I know of just the one that I want, and will sign the papers next week
and then it's mine. T hope i have good fortune in this new venture,

If T am lucky. how woeuld vou like to sail with me during your next
summer vecation? Lot me discuss this idea with your parents and you,

From now on, T hope to have a smooth sailing. Until the next tme |
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have a chance to write.

Yours sincerely.

D

EXPLANATIONS

Ambition(n} = 1ong udc vong. ham mudn.
Mail service = buu vu.

Maintand(n) = dit tidn.

Perch(n) = mat gidng ci bicn.

To sign on(v) = tilp wc ky két,

To re - outtit(v) = wrang bj lai.

CreW(n) = thuy thit doan.

To discuss(v) = tranh luin. bin bac.
From now on = tir qnay 156 ¢i.

O

DE TAI 42: M6t thuy thu viét thy ké cho anh nghe vé iéng udc
mong va nhdng hy vong cia anh ta.

M bai ~ Tai sao anb iy 43 1du khong viét thy?
Thine b~ Tai sao ngud thuy thi d6 khéng mudn di teén con thu

dd nita?
Kér fuecinn — Anth mdi ban di lam v6i unb maa he nay.
Anh Thanh thin mén:

Di 1au r6i ké tif 1an trudetdi vidt cho ank, nhimg b bidt cho dt séng
vita mot thay W, khi tau d7 ra khesi thi vige gt v dit 1idn khdng ¢6 nita

Chuven di vita roi cita i xa hin be lee dju J& di dén nhimg ndi €.
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higt & d6 ¢d nhidu ca bién. Diu vily 161 nghi ring t6i s& kKhang k¢ két +a fm
vigc vai tau nay nita. D¢ 16i noi anh bidt tai sao.

T6i thuong a0 ude chi huy mét chidc tau riéng ciia 164, va t8i da danh
dum mdi thang mét s6 tién nhd trong ahidu nim. Biy gid t3i da co dd tidn
& mua mét chide taunhdcia ridng 181, va 46 1a didu 161 dy dinh fam.

Téi bidt dang do i cdi thu nio ma 3 mong mudn vi 15i & ky gidy
t3 vai wan sau. va 1ol nd s 12 tau cha 81, Toi cin trang bj lai tau 6. tuyén
mé mot toan thiv thi nbd, va bat diu ra khai. Hi vong 167 gip rmay min trong
cudc mao hiém mdi nay.

Néu 151 may man. anh co thich di tu véi 6 trong k¥ nghi he 181 cia
anh khong” Hay toi thao tufn ¢ kién vdi ba ma anh v véi anh sau.

TU nay trd di. 16i hi vong thuin budm sudi gid. Hen anh cho 18i 1in sau
khi t6i ¢6 cd hdi viét nita.

Thinh this.

TOPIC 43: Write to your friend at home a letter giving him a
brief account of your studies during the past year.

Dear Thanh:

Now that another year has passed, let me tell you about my studies at
the university over here. Of course. | can’t possibly tefl you everything that
happened during this past year, but I will tell you something.

First, this was my very first year at the university. | studied hard,
and did well on my entrance exams. The main thing about university classes
that I soon leamed was that simply attending classes was not enough. I had
to study many. many hours outside of classes. I leammed about this need to
study the hard way because at the end of the first semester I did not do very
well in my math course. However, I worked very hard after that and ended
the year with good grades in all of my subjects. I took six in all, including
history. physics. English, science, and that math course.
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But. all in all. it was a good year. and [ am really looking forward now
to a nice long vacation.
So long for now,

your friend.
O

EXPLANATIONS

Now that = because of the fact that = vi
Brief(a) = van tat

Account(n) = s tudng trinh:a brief account = sif ké lai van vt

Entrance exams = k¥ thi nhap hoc.

~ | learned this need to study the hard way = ca ciu niy co
nghia nhu: 15t da kham phia ra cach hoc niy mdt cich dat giabdi vi biét roi
thi d& gan hong vice).

Semester(n) = hoc ky

Grade(n) = didm s All in all = when evervihing is considered = xét
theo toan thé. & diy ¢ nghia nhi: mot cach (Gng quat.

To look forward to (V) = mong doi

$0 Iong = (tiéng 3& chao tam higt)
all in all = when everything Sconmdered = 10 chung

DE TA! 43: Hay viét thy cho ngudi ban cla anh 3 nha, ké 1ai
van tat viéc hoc cla anh trong ndam qua.

Ban Thanh than mén:

Bay gi¢ thi mdt nam hoc khac da qua, hay dé 16 ké cho anh nghc vé
viée hoe cua 15i tai dai hoc & ddy. D nhién (61 khong thé ké cho anh tit ¢d
mei vige d& xay ra trong nam qua, nhitng 5i & k& cho anh .nghe vai diéu.

Trude hét. day chinh 1 nim dAu tién cha 151 & dai hoc. Tai da phai hoe
i3p vat v4 vA da lam bai thi nhdp hoc kha. Mot diéro chinh vé cac 13p dai hoc
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1ma i da hoe duge la néu chi dén 16p ciing chita . Tai 43 kham pha ra
chuyén hoc hinh nay mét cach dit gia bai vi tdi cudi k¥ thi hoe ky I 16i chang
khé duoc trong mon toan . Tuy ahién, sau d6 t4i da lam viéc rét cham va két
thile nién hoc vai diém sb cao trong tit ca cac mon hoc. Toi hoc sau mén tht
ca gom s, vét 9. Anh vin, Khoa hoe va Toan,

Nhunyg néi mdt cach tdng quat 46 Fa mot nién hoc tét dep, va biy gid
16i dang that sy mong ddi mot vu nghi he dai va dep.

Biy gi hay tamn bigt anh nhé,

Ban anh

Q

TOPIC 44: Suppose you are living away from home in a foreign
land. Write a short letter to your parents, teilling them about
your feelings and impressions.

Dear Mom and Dad:

By this time [ am well adjusted to living away from home. Living in
another country is the only way to become acquainted with what the people
are really like. It is only by becoming very pood friends with some of the
American students here at school that 1 have gained many insights into their
way of life.

Even though the country side looks very different here and the '
weather changes to great extremes from winter cold and snow to summer sun
and heat. I find that people are the same everywhere. Everyone has respect
and love especially for their family, and special loyalty toward friends.
Everyone is concemed with living in peace with his fellowmen, but
sometimes this is hard to see clearly. All men have love for their country and
a need 1o do satisfying work. And everyone needs to have a home of his bwn_
and to raise his own family. . o

I am learning a lot by being here for so long. I am learning about life
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through living here. and not just from studying at the universty.

However, studying is what I must do right now. So until 1 write
again . 1 remain your loving son.

Your son.

O

EXPLANATIONS

To suppose(v) = gia thiét . gia sit.

To adjust{v] = dicu chinh, 1am cho vita van, thich nghi, & day “well-
adjusted” ¢6 nghia nhu: khé thich nghi(sng xa nha).

To become acquainted with = Tt nén quen thude véi

In'sight(n) = sif nhan ¢3, syt am hiu wong tn, 3 day c6 nghia nh:
thitng hiéu bigt

Lovyalty{n) = su trung thanh

To satisfy(v) = thoa man.,

Satistying work = cong viéc viia §.

To raise one’s family = giy dung gia dinh.

O

BE TAI 44: Gia th{ anh dang séng xa nha 3 mét nudc ngoai.
Hay viét mot la thu ngan vé cho cha me anh, néi cho cac ngudi
nghe cam tudng va y nghi cla anh.

Kinh thua Ba ma:

Vo liic nty con da kha quen séng xa nhit. $éng & mét nudc khac 1a
~ mt cach duy nhit dé con rd nén'quen thudc véi nhing gi ma nhing ngusi
& 86 thuong sbng.

Chi bang cach trd thanh ban 18t véi mot vii sinh vién & trudng con
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mdi thau thai duge nhidu hiéu biét v& 16i séng ciia ho. Dil ring mién quél
& diy ¢ vé rt khéac bigt va khi hiu thay déi qua chénh 1éch t mua dong
Janh ¢4 tuyél roi 16i miia hé ndng va ndéng bitc. con thiy ring ngudi ta
& dau ciing vay. Moi ngudi déu kinh trong va nhét la yéu thuong gia dinh
ho. vi 1ong chung thily dic bigt ¢8i vdi ban bé. Moi ngudi déu quan tam
vé viéc séng hoa binh vdi dong bao minh, nhimg ddi khi khé ma thiy 5
didu d6. TAt ci moi ngudi déu cb Iong yéu déit nude ho vi mudn lam
cong viéc via ¥ minh. VA ai ai cling mudn cin cé mot ngdi nha ridng
cing giy dyng gia dinh ring cuia ho.

Con dang hoc duge nhidu didu nhé séng & diy biy 1au. Con dang hoc
héi vé cude ddi, qua sy séng & dy va khéng phai chi hoc & trudng dai hoc.

Tuy nhién, hoc bai & trudng vin 12 didu con phai Jam ngay bay gid.
Con s& viét nita . con xin luén la con trai ydu clia ba ma.

1

Con cua Ba ma.
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TOPIC 45: Write to a friend abroad 1o report on the technical
advance in VN.

Dear Thanh:

In your letter last week you asked me about technical advances in
Vietnam in the last couple of years. As you know, [ am not an expert on such
matters, but [ am happy to share my ignorance with you.

A new factory to make synthetic fibers was completed in Tan Binh.
The out- put of the factory will make Vietnam almost self- sufficient except
for some luxury goods imported from Japan and elsewhere. However, only
less than 10% comes from those countries.

Did you know that an automobile factory has been producing
automobiles in Saigon? The Mekong is the name of the car. The engine and
mechanical part are imported from abroad but the body and other part are
made in Vietnam. The makers estimate that 60% of the car is Vietnamese-
made.

Also I talked to a man who works for a Korean company. This
company is hiring land outside Saigon and plans to assemble sophisticated
electronic apparatus there,

Iread a newspaper which reported that the government was discussing
with the Nissan Japanese about agreements concerning the approval of an
automobile assembly plant. If our economy keeps growing like this. [ am
sure that the sale of automobiles will increase in Vietnam.

Vietnam is now capable of manufacturing quality consumer goods
which used to be imported . These goods are even appreciated by many other
countries whose orders for Vietnam-made goods come in more and more.

['haven’t heard of any developments from the atomic research center
in Dalat . Such research may be too expensive for the country at this time.

Well, you probably wonder about the new technical schools that have
been built. I know that the one at Phu Tho has more applicants than it can
train. But for the country as a whole, 1 know little.
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Well, this is enough for now. If you really want more specific
information , you will have to write me what more you want.

Yours sincerely.

.
EXPLANATIONS -

Technical advance = sy tién bd vé ki thuét
Expert{n) = chuyén vién
Synthetic fibers = to sgi héa hoc
To share(v) = chia sé
Out- put(n) = sin luong
Self- sufficient{compound adj: n +adj) = w tix
Luxury goods{n. pl) = hang xa xi
Consumer goods = hing tiéu dimg, hang héa tiéu ding.
To import{v) = nhip cang
Engine{n} = dong co
To estimate{v) = phong chimg , uSc doan.
To assemble(v) = lip, rap
Sophisticated (a) = tinh vi, t5i tan
To increase{v) = tang thém
Atomic research center = trung tim nghién cliu nguyén tit, nguyén
tit e cude
Applicant(n) = ngudi xin lam viéc gi(xin vigc , Xin nhap hoc. v. v..)
O

DE TAI 45: Viét thu cho mat ngudi ban & ngoai quéc dé ké cho
ngudl ban &y vé sy tién bd ky thuat d Vit Nam.

Anh Thanh than mén:
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Trong thu anh tuin qua anh c6 hdi t5i vé nhitg tién b3 k¥ thuat & Vil
Nam trong nhitng ndm qua. Nhu anh 43 biét, 15i khéng phai 12 mdt chuyén
vign vé nhitng vén 9@ nhu viy, nhung (i sung sudng dudc chia sévéi anh didu
khéng biét clia t8i.

M@t nha may mdi lam o sgi hoa hoc d4 hoan thanh tai Tén Binh. San
ll.mng ctia nha may phén 1én se gillp Viét Nam ty tic trif mét vai hang xa x}
__ phdm nhip cang tif Nhit va cac noi khac. Tuy nhién chi dudi 10% cac thir
hang db 1a cia cic quéc gia nay.

Anh c6 biét 12 mdt nha mdy 15p rp xe hoi da sin xubt xe hoi tai Sai
Gon khong? Mekong 1a t2n loai xe nay. Déng co va nhitng bs pban co khi
dugc nhip cang tit nidc ngoai ninmg sudn xe va nhimg bd phén khac lam tai
Vigt Nam. Nhitng nhi ché ta0 udc lugng riing 60% chiéc xe lam tai Viét Nam.

Téi ciing 44 n6i chuyén véi mot ngudi cho mét hing Han Quéc. Hang
nay dang thué dét bén ngoal Sai Gon va dy dinh rap nhitng may méc dién ti
tbi tén & d6.

T6i c6 doc bao thiy ring chinh phi dang thao ludn v&i hing Nhat
Nissan vé nhlmg k¥ k&t lién quan v& vigc thle( 1ap mdt xudng rap xe hoi. Néu
nén kinh 1 & nudc ta cit tiép tuc phat trién (5i chic chin B viéc ban xe hdi
s€ tang cudng ¢ Viét Nam.

Vigt Nam hién nay c6 di kba niing ché tao cic hang héa tidu diing
thm)ng phai nhip cing truGc diy. Nhimg hang héa nay thim chi con duge
rthidu nudc va chugng, don dit hang cia ho ddi vdi hang héa ché tao tai Viét
Nam dén cang ngay cang nhiéu.

T6i khong nghe néi gi vé nhimg sy phat trién ciia trung tim nghién citm
nguyén tf Iyc & Da Lat. Sy nghién ciu nhu thé 6 12 qua tén kém cho qude
gia lic nay.

Phai, c6 1€ anh mudn bidt v& cac trudng ky thudt méi da thiét 13p. To
biét mét trudng S Phi Tho ¢b nhidu ngl.rén sinh vién xin hoc hon kha ning dao
130 cilia trudng. Nhung t5i biét rat it vé viéc ny trong toan quéc.

Phai, bay gld thé d3 tam &l Néu anh muén co phiing tin tite dac bigt
hon, anh s phau viét thu cho i nhig gi anh muén biét hon.
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Thanh thit.
O

TOPIC 46: You spent your last summer vacation at the seaside.
Write a letter to a frlend of yours telling him (or her) how you
spent your time, what you and other people did.

Dear Lan:

I am writing this letter to you after a long vacation. Did you have a
vacation and, if so, where did you'spendit? I spent mine at Viing Tau, a very
famous seaside resort as you know. -

Five days after my classes were finished, my family and I went fo
Viing Thu. We stayed in a small house there. I liked this house very much
because it was on the waterfront and I could run to the beach anytime I
wanted. C :

1 got up carly every morning and walked along the shore breathing the
fresh air that came from the sea. Then, when the sun was high enough, my
farnily and I hurried to change into our bathing suits 10 go swimming. When
we were lired, we would lie down on the white sand and take a sun-bath.

Around us we found many other people who came bere with the same
purpose as we did: to spend their vacation swimming and sunbathing. Every
day the beach was crowded with people wearing clothes and hats of many
colours.

When we were thirsty, we went to a restanrant near the beach to buy
something to drink. If we wanted to rest we could rent colorful chairs at the
restaurant.

Sometimes we visited another beach farther away and we brought our -
food along because we stayed there throughout the day. '

Every evening , after dinner we walked to the beach to waich the sun
set How wonderful it was!

Dear Lan! we had so many wonderful pleasures at the beach. When 1
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‘was in Viing Thu, 1 always thought about you and wished that you had been
there. I hope that next time we can take our vacation together at the beach
and enjoy more wonderful days.

' Your friend

O

EXPLANATIONS

To get up {(woke, woken) = thitc djy.

Shore{(n) = b3 bidn

To breathe(v) breathing(present participle) = thd hit.

Bathing-suit = b3 43 tim, quin 4o tim.

Sun-bath(compound noun: n+n} = sy tim ning.

Purposa{n) = myc dich.

To rest(v) = nghi ngoi.

Throughout{prep) = khip noi, todn ndi, subt c (thdi gian).

Waterfront (compoud noun : n + n) = ch sit mé sdng hoic bién.
o

D& TAI 48: Chj g4 trél qua vy hé vifa qua 8 midn bién. Hiy viét
th cho mét ngudi ban cla chi, n6l chj && ding thi gid nhy thé
no, chj v nhdng ngudl khac &% lam gi?

Chj Lan mén:

T&i d!mg viét 14 thu nay cho chj sau mét k¥ ngh1 he dai. Chj cb nghi
h& khéng, vh néu cb, chj 4a nghi 'hé & dau? Toi nghs he tai Viing Tau, mét adi
b3 bién danh tifng nhu chi biét.

Sau khi 16p t5i chim diit dugc 5 ngay, gia dinh'tdi vi 3i da di Viing
Tau. Chitmg t6i ¢4 & trong mdt ciin nha nhd ngodi db. Ti rét thich cin nha
niy vi 06 sat bién vi tai ¢ thé chay ngay ra bd bién bét cit ic nio t8i muén

S#ng nio téi ciing thitc ddy sdm va budc doc b bién va thd hit trdi mat
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m& tit bién thdi vao. RSi khi mit trJi Jén cao gia dinh toi va i vbi ving thay
483 tim ¢2 di boi. Khi ching 16i d& mét, ching 16i nim wrén cit tring vi tim

Chiing 16i thdy xung quanh t6i nhitu ngusi khac dén diy véi cimg myc
dich nhut ching t5i Jam: Ho nghi b bing bei 15i va tim ning. Ngaymobb
bién ciing ddng ngwdi mEc quin 4o va ddi ndn nhidu mau sic.

Khi khat ching 16i i t8i mt tiérn 3n & gin bai bién d& mua 4 uéag.
Néuchnngt&mnénnghnchmgtﬁwéth&th&nhﬁngghémiusicsﬁ&h&m
an. Dﬁnkb:chmgmthimm&bﬁbﬁnkhacxahmnchmgt&mmthm
in theo bdi vi ching 16i & d6 ci ngay. MGi budi chitu, sau bita cam, chimg
t6i budc ra bii bidn df xem mit tr3i lin. Cnh mit wdi lin dep biét bao !

Lan thén mén, chiing t3i da cb biét bao nhidu thi vui tuyét ditu ngoai
b bién. Khi 16i & Viing Tau t6i ludn nghi dén chi va wdc mong chi 3 d6. T
. hyvongr?mglinsauchﬁngtao&lhénghihécﬁngv&inhauéngohibiibién
va hudag nhimg ngay vui han nita. '

Ban cua chi
O

TOPIC 47: Write a letter to apply for a job.

170 B Hai Ba Trung St
Distnct 1 - HCH City
Mr DINH VAN HOA
DIRECTOR
The foreign language center
112 Vo Van Tan street, HCM
Dear sir:

I have leamed that you are in search of teachers who teach English as

a foreign language, particularly’ for your evening classes. I would like to.
teach a ciass five nights a week.



I am a native citizen of the & _ialist Republic of Vietnam. Tam 28
years of age, the eldest of five brothers, and unmarried.

I attended Le Hong Phong High School. In 1977- 1978 and graduated
from the school in June 1978. After special training in English and being
empioyed as a reporier at the Saigon Post 1988- 1989, I registered as a
student at the HCM umiversity specializing in English. I received a
Centificate in Practical English Studies in June 1990,

During the summer vacation of 1990- 1991- 1992 I tutored the four
sons of my neighbour, Mr. Pham Vin Nam. They have all passed their grades
in the Le Qui Don high school.

The following persons have kindly given me permission 10 use their
names as references:

- Mr. Nguyén viin Mudi, Principal of Le Hong Phong high school

- Dr. Pham vén Lan Professor of English, HCM university

_Mr. Pham vin Hai. editor-in-chief, Saigon Post Daily Newspaper.

Mr. Phgm vén Nam, 170 Hai Ba Trung street, district I , HCMC

I can be reached by mail at 170C Hai Ba Trung street or by telephone
in the evening at 25851,

I shall be glad to come to your office for a personal interview at your
convenience.

Respectfully  yours.
O

EXPLANATIONS
Job(n) = viéc lam.
To be in search for = tim kiém.
Native{a) = bin xir.
To rél:a'!-;l“uz;le(\f) = t61 nghiép
Tralning(n) = sy dio tao , hufén luyén.
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To be employed = dugc myén lam.

To register(v) = ghi danh. '
To specialize(v) = chuyén mén vé.

To tutor{v) = day hoc w gia.

TO pass one’s grade = dugc 1&n 16p.

Reference(n) = syt tham khio, tham chiéu.

Editor in chief = chu but.

Interview(n) = sy phong vén.

O
DE TAI 47: Viét mét 1a thy xin viéc lam

170 Hai Ba Trung, TP HCM
Ngay 10- 8- 1994
Kinh gii Ong: PINH VANHOA

Giam dbc Trung tam ngogi ngit

112 V3 vin Tén, TP HCM

Kinh thua 6ng:

T5i duge biét ring dng dang im gido su day Anh ngit nhy mt ngoai
ngit , dacbigt cho nhitng 15p budi téi cha ong. Toi muén duge day mdt 18p mdt
twdn nim budi. T6i 13 mdt cong dan clia nude Cong hda Xa hoi Chi nghia
Viét Nam. Téi 28 tudi, Ia ngudi con 16n nhét trong gia dinh nim anh em va
chua Iap gia dinh. Toi da theo hoc tudng trung hoc L2 Hong Phong nién
khoal977- 1978 va tét nghiép trudng hoc b vao thang sau nim 1978. Sau do
hoc dic biét vé Anh ngit va tam phéng vién cho t3 bao Saigon-Post. 1988-
1989 16i 43 ghi danh theo hoc trudng dai hoc Téng hgp TP. HCM chuyen vé
Anh Vin. Tdi da dau chimg chi Anh Van thyc hanh vao thang siu 1990.
Trong nhiing ky nghl he nim 1990- 1991- 1992 t5i da kém tr gia cho bén
ngudi con trai cia ngudi hang xom 1a 6ng Pham vin Nam. Ching da ddu
dude 1én 19p & trudng trung hoc L& Qui Don. Nhiing vj sau ddy da vui loag

-
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cho i néu t2n dé éng gidm déc hoi ¥ kién:
- Ong Nguyén Vin Mudi, hi¢u tndng trung hoc L2 Hang Phong

Tién si Pham Vin Lin gido su Anh ngif tntdng dai hoc Tong hop TP
Hb Chi Minh.

Ong Pham Van Hai, chii bitt nhiét bac Saigon-Post.
Ong Pham Viin Nam, 170C Hai Ba Trung , Saigon

Téi ¢6 thé dug,lc nep Xic bang tho tai s6 170B Hai Ba Tnmg. Saigon
hay bang dién thoai s6 25851 vao budi chidu.

Tbi s& rit han hanh duge & dng cho hdi kién tai vin phong & ang lic nac
ong thay tién.
Tran trong kinh chio éng
o
TOPIC 48: Write letter to a Publishing company to order two books.

1708 Hei Ba Trung street, HCMC Vietnam.
August 10. 1972
Mac Millan Publishing Co.
13 Fifth Avenue
New York, N. Y. (U. S, A)
Dear Sirs:

1 enclose ten dollars($ 10. 00) in a post office money order for which
please send me the following books:

- Century Handbook of Writing by Ineever and Jones, 4th Edition,
Appleton- Century Crofts, Inc;at $4. 50.

- Mastering American English by Hatden, Pilgrim and Haggard Ist
Edition, Prentice Hall, Inc:at $ 3. 75.
I allow $1. 75 for postage.
Yours faithfully

O
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EXPLANATIONS

Publishing Company(n) = nh xuft ban.

To order{v} = dit hang.

Money order(n) = ngén phiéu.

To allow(v) = cho phép; 3 day c6 nghia nhu: d& chita ra.

Postage(n) = buu phi.
' QO

BE TAI: Hay viét thu cho mét nha xuét ban d&t mua hai cuén
séch.

1708 Hai Ba Trung
TP HCM Vietnam

Ngay 10- 8- 1972

Kinh gl : Nha Xuit Ban Mac Millan

14 Dai 15 thit 5. '

Niu Udc, N. Y. (U. S. A).

Thua qui dng:

T6i xin dinh kém day mdt ngan phiéu buu dién 10 d6- 1a dé uhd ong
vui long gii cho 161 nhitng cuén sach sau diy:

Century Handbook of Writing tac gia 1a Ineever va Jones, xuat ban 1an
thit tw, nha xuit ban Appleton-Century Crofts, Inc, vdi gia tién 1a 4350 my
Kim.

Mastering American English tac gia la Hayden, Pilgrim v Haggard.
Xuit ban 13n thit L. nhi xuét ban Prentice- Hall, véi gia tién 1a 3$75 my kim.

Téi d2 chira ra day 1$75 my kim v& 1ién bun phi.

Trin trong kink chao.
O .
PROPOSED TOPICS . FOR PRACTICE WRITING.
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(Nhitng dd tai dudc dd nghi dd thuc t4p)

A friend is coming to visit you. Write a letter giving him (ot her)
directions for finding your house.

(Mot ngudi ban sdp tdi thim anh (hodc chi). Hay viét thy chi ngudi 46
cach tim ra nha anh (chj))

Write a reply to the following advertisement: “Wanted a young man
or woman for work in an office. Previons expérience and good English
essential. Knowledge of typewriting an advantage.

(Viét thy tr3 13i mét rao vit sau ddy: * cin mdt thanh nién hay mét
thiéu ni¥ lam viéc tai van phong. Cin c6 kinh nghigm va gidi tiéng Anh. Bit
danh may cang 1", )

You need employment. Write a letter to the director of a commercial
or industrial firm to ask for job.

Anh (chi) cin mét viéc 1am. Hay viét thu dén dng gidm déc mot hing
budn hay k¥ nghé dé xin mdt cong viec lam). '

You have just returned from a visit to some friends or relations. Write
thanking them for his hespitality and mention what you enjoyed most. '

(Anh(chi) vira trd v& sau mét cudc di thim choi tai nha mdt vai ngudi
ban hay ba con. Hiy viét thu cém on sy hidu khach clia b va ndi anh (chj)
thich gi nhét trong cudc viéng thim nay).

A friend has heard that you have had an accident and written to ask
you about it. Wrile a letter of thanks in reply and tell your friend how the
accident happened.

(Mét ngudi ban d3 nghe tin anh(chj) bj mét tai nan va da viét thu héi
thim anh(chj) vé tai nan nay. Hay viér thu tr3 13i dé car on va thudt lai cho
ban anh(chj) biét tai nan da xay ra nhut thé nio?)

Write a letter to a friend who has never visited your house describing

its location, what it looks like from outside and anything else about the house
which you think he (or she) would find interesting

(viét thu cho mt ngudi ban chita bao gid viéng thim nha anh(c.hl)
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‘miéu t vi tri nha anh(chj), hinh déng ngdi nha nhin vo tir bén ngoai va bkt
cit thit gi v& ngdi nha ma anh (chj) nghi ring ban anh(chj) s& thily nd thich
thi).

Write a letter to your family asking for a motorcycle for use in
travelling to school and elsewhere. Try to be as convincing as possible.

(Ban hay viét thir cho gia dinh hdi xin mot chiéc xe gén maly d2 di hoc
hay noi nao khac. Réng cing thuyét phyc cang t5t. )

A foreigner intends to visit your country and stay for a while in the
most interesting regions. He wishes to get information from you. Write a

 letter to describe the regions he might like to visit and indicate the

accommodations available at the various places.

(M6t ngudi ngoai quéc o6 ¥ dinh thim viéng nudc anh(chi) va huu lai
trong mdt thdi gian tai nhitg ndi dic sic(thich thi) nhét. Ong ta mudn anh
(chj) cho biét tin tifc. Anh(chi) hity viét thy migu t3 nhing noi mi cb 18 ong
ta thich viéng thim va chi nhitng tién nghi v& &n & co sén tai nhing ndi(khac
nhan) d46).

A friend has invited you to stay with him for a week in the country and
has suggested ways of spcnd.lﬁ_g the time. Write accepting and saying what
you would like to do.

(Mt ngudi ban di mdi anh(chi) v& choi véi anh ta trong mot tuan tai
mién qué va da d2 nghj nhitng cach dimg thi gid. Ban hay viét thy nhin 13i
va ndi ban s& thich lam gi nhét) ’

You are away from home. Write a letter to your parcnts on the
occasion of the New Year,

(Anh (chj) dang séng xa nbi. Hay viét thu cho ba mé anh (chj) nhén
dip t80). '

O
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Section 4

Reflective and Expository Composition
( Luén van giai thich )
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| TOPIC 49: What kind of entertainment do you like best. Why?

Introduction - We need recreation to relax our minds and bodies after
a day of hard work.

Body - a) Enumerate the different kinds of recreation

b)Tell what type of recreation we like best and state
reasons why we selected this recreation as our favorite.

Conclucsion - We need recreation but should not pursue it so
extensively that we peglect our siudies and other
responsibilities.

In addition to the hours we spend doing physical and mental work, we
need to have some free hours to relax our bodies and minds. The harder the
struggle for life is , the more important recreation becomes.

There are many kinds of recreation: quiet, active, moral and immoral.
There is a type of recreation to suit each person’s interests As for me, I like
fishing as a form of recreation.

Nothing is more wonderful than to spend a day fishing in a pond,
river, lake, or arice field in the countryside. During these trips T can inhale
clean air in fresh and uncrowded open areas and see beautiful natural
scenery. [ can watch the boats rowing 1o and fro and observe the water and
its movements. Sometimes I see various kinds of wild birds, butterflies and
other interesting insects and animals. I get a special thrill from baiticg my
hook and casting my line into the water anticipating that the cast will surely
attract a fish. Then, to catch a fish is another kind of special excitement for
me. It is the result of long hours of quiet waiting and patience. In addition,
fishing helps me to form good qualities of calmness, observation, patience.
and etc. . . It is exciting and rewarding and doesn’t make me nervous or self-
conscious. I don’t have o exert myself like I would have to if I were in
compelitive recreation. Then, too, it is relatively safe and not as dangerous as
playingsoccer or other types of active sports, Fishing is easy to learn and
doesn’t require long hours of practice.
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The above reasons explain why I enjoy fishing. However, I realize thia
1s only a recreation and that I cannot become addicted to it to the point wher
I neglect my studies and other responsibilities.

O
EXPLANATIONS.

Entertainment(h) ='sgr Zlai tri.

To enumerate(v) = liét ké , ké ra.

To pursue(v) = theo dudi.

Extensively(adv) = mot cach rong lon. & diy c6 nghia nhu qua d6,
qua nhigu.

To neglect(v) = sao laung, khéng chi y.

In addition to = thém vio, ngoai

Manual(a) = thuéc vé chin tay.

Existence(n) = su tn tai, hién sinh, cuéc sinh tin

To suit(v) = thich hep.

Aptitude(n) = nang khiéu

Pond (n) = cai a0, cii hd nhod.

To Inhale{v) = thd hit.

To bait(v) = méc méi.

Hook(n) = 1udi cau.

To cast(n) = ném , quing.

To anticipate{v) = doan tnsic.

To reward = thudng, khich I¢.

Nervous(a) = néng nfiy, bén chén | lo ling, sg hai.

Seff- concious(compound adj: n+a) = mic cim , ty k§ am thi.

To exert oneself(v) = 1am qua sitc minh.

239



Competitive(a) = co tinh cach ganh dua.
Relatively(adv) = mjt cach tuong dbi.

Q

DE TAl 49: Anh thich mén glai-tri nao nhat? Tal sao?

M& bai. —Chiing ta cAn giai tri d& cho tri éc va than thé nghi
ngdi sau mdt ngay tam vige vét va.

Than bai.  —a)ké ra nhitng loai giai tri khac nhau,

—b)Hay néi anh thich loai gidi tri nio nhit va ndi Iy do
tai sao anh lifa chon mén giai tri nay nhy mdt mén ua
thich ctia anh.

Két lugn —Chiing ta can giai tri nhung ching ta khong nén theo
dudi sy vui chdi qua d9 dén ndi chiing ta sao lang viéc
hoc va nhing trach nhiém khac.

Ngoai nhitng git ching ta lam vige bing chin tay va tri 6c, ching ta
cin c6 vai gid t do d8 tri ¢ va than thé chiing ta nghi ngoi. Sy tranh dau cho
cudc song sinh tén cang kho khin thi sy gidi tri cang trd nén quan trong.

Cb nhidu loai giai tri: yén tinh, hoat ddng, cé dao difc va vo dao dikc.
C5 thif gidi tri thich hgp vdi I¢i tha va kha ning cua con ngudi. Vi oi, 16i
thich cau ca ohu mt hinh thirc giai tri.

Khong gi k¥ thit hon 1a ¢6 médt ngay di ciu 3 ao, sén g hé hodc trén
cénh déng lic & mién qué. Vo nhimg dip di cu d6, t6i dugc thd khi tdi
trong sach trong nhitng ving thoang mat va xem nhitg canh thign nhién dep.
Téi ¢b thé ngim nhimg con thuyén bdi chéo qua lai v nhin nude chay. Déi
khi. i thiy nhiéu gidng chim trdi, nhimg canh budm, nhimg loai thi
ciing nhilng gidng siu bo hay hay. Téi dic biét mic mdi vao ludi céu va tha
mdi xudng nudc, doan ring tha cau chic chin s& hip dan mot chi ca. RSi bt
ca lai 12 mot thil vi khac déi véi 16i. D6 1a két qua cua nhitng gid phiit chd
doi 1au ciing sy kién nhan. Thém vio 46 di ciu gidp t6i luyén nhitng dic tinh
16t chia sy rAm (nh, ¢ quan sat, sif kign nhin. v. v. . Ciu ca 13 mdt mén giai
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tri hitng thil va khich }¢ khéng 1am t5i lo ling mdc cam va phai c6 géng qua
sitc nhu 16i s& phai lam néu t6i tham dy trong moén gidi tri ganh dua. Lai nifa,
ciiu cé thi tudng di an ninh v khdng nguy hiém nhu da banh hodc cac mén
thé thao khac. Hoc cau ca dé va khong doi hoi nhidu gidr tap dur.

Nhitng 1§ do trén cit nghia tai sao i thich di cdu. Tuy nhién t6i nhan
thdy ring déy chi 12 mét mdn gidi tri va t6i khong (hé wrd thanh ghidn dén 4o
sao lang viéc hoc vi nhiing trach va khac.

O

TOPIC 50: What benefit can traveling bring to you?

Introduction. —Trave] brings so many benefits to us.
Body. —a) the physical benefit.
—b)the mental and social benefits.

Conclusion. —In order to gain rewarding benefits from our travel,
we must learn to be observant of'people |, place and
things. -

To supplement what we leam from books and teachers, the school
usually organizes trips for students. Many students considered the planned
trips as social outings designed for pleasure only. They don’t realize all the
. knowledge and benefits they can derive from travel.

In reality these trips can bring about so many physical, social and mental

benefits.

In some of our travels we have an opportunity to live amongst nature,
to inhale the clean air and the fresh breeze. We also have opportunities to
take long walks, to run, to jump and climb freely so that we can develop
physically healthy bodies. On such trips our appetites improve and we sleep
soundly.

In addition, we gain a lot ol social and mental benefits from our trips.

Travels and outing provide students with opportunities to be joyful and

241



friendly, and so escape from everyday routines. They give us a chance to
become better acquainted and socialize with others. From these contacts, we
learn how to relate to people, exchange ideas and gain friends. Qur trips
provide us with association with nature, give us time to relax, meditate and
to enjoy games out- of- doors. Living with others in groups helps us to form goo
habits such as sharing consideration for others, resourcefulness and
friendliness. Moreover. travels and outing will help to develop our
knowledgeand supplement what we learn from books and teachers. The
lesson on Geography, History and Science will be more meaningful to us ,
enriched through true - to- life observations and experiences. Through travels
we can also learn about our beautiful country, the historical relics, the places
of interest , the rich resource of our country, the progress that has taken place
and the improvements that need to be made. As a result, we tum to know and
love our country more.

In conclusion, trips are usually beneficial to us. However. to gain the
mosi from our outings we should leamn to observe carefully and put in
practice mules of good social behavior, we should also leam how to enjoy
nature and respect its many beautiful offerings. If we keep in mind and
practice all of the points involved in lrairelling successfully, we can benefit
greatly from these experiences. -

O
EXPLANATIONS

To supplement(v) = thém vao . phy vio, bd xung

Social outings = nhimg cudc ra ngoai ti€p xiic vdi xa hoi
Benefit(n) = lgi ich.

Appetite(n) = sy them, mudn in.

To socialize(v) = xi kdi hda. & day c6 nghia nhit: giao thiép
Contact{n) = sy tiép xic.

Resourcefullness(n) = phuong cach hay, muu ké, & day c6 nghia
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nhu: sy gidi quyét cac vén d&, sy thao vat.
True-to-life(comp. adj: a+prep+n) = sat vii dai séng. sat vai thuc

&

e.

Relics{n pl) = di tich.

Behavior(n) = cich cu x{.

Social behavior = cach cu xit ngoai xa hji, & diy c6 nghia nhu cach
giao &

Offering = sy dang hién, qui biéu, & day “beautiful offering” ¢d
nghia nhy nhiing ve dep cua thign nhién cho ta
To involve (v) = lién can téi.

O
BE TAI 50: Du lich c6 thé mang lai idi gi cho ta?
Mé bai —Du lich mang lai cho ta nhiéu lgi ich.
Thian bai  — a)l¢i ich vé thé chét.
—b)lgi ich v& tinh than va x3 héi
Két lugn.  —D% dat duge nhitng 1gi ich xuhng ding trong nhimg

cudc du lich, chiing ta phai hoc t3p quan sat ngudi, nhimg noi
chén va sy vit.

BE b3 tic nhing gi chilng ta hoc & sach v& va thiy gido, cac trudng
hoc thudng 14 chitc nhting cude dl du ngoan cho hoc sinh. Nhiéu hoc sinh coi
nhitmg cudc du ngoan da dude sip dat chi Ia nhiing cuc di ra ngoai vui chm
ma thdi.

Ho kh(“mg nhan ra ring tit ca cac kién thitc va Igi ich 6 thé riit ra m
du ljch. Thl,rc té nhing cugc du ngoan 46 cd thé mang dén nhidu I¢ ich vé
thé chit, vé xa hdi va tinh than, Trong vai cudce di xa , chéing ta ¢6 co héi dé
song giita thién nhién, d¢& thd hit khi wdi trong sach va lan gi6 tudi mat
Chiing ta cling 6 cd hdi di bd dudng dai, chay nhdy va t do leo tréo dé
ching ta c6 thé phat hign v& thé chét d cé nhitng than hinh khde manh.

243



Trong nhimg cudc hanh trinh nhu v@y chiing ta in ngon hon va ngu ky hon.

Thém vio db, chiing ta dat dugc nhiéu Igi ich vé tinh than va xa hoi
trong nhimg cudc hanh trinh cda ching ta. Du lich va di rangoai gidp cho hoc
sinh nhitg co hdi séng vui vé than thién v tam xa lanh duge nhimg nép séng
hang nghy. Du lich cho chilng ta mét ¢d hdi giao thiép va lam quen véi moi
ngudi mét cach tdt dep hon. Tir nhiing cude tiép xiic d6, ching 1a hoc hoi lién
lac v6i moi ngudi nhu thé n3o, trao ddi ¥ kién va tim ban hitu ra sao. Nhimg
cudc hanh trinh cho ta cé dip séng véi thign nhién, thi gi3 d& nghi ngi, suy
wdng va hudng nhitng thil vui ngoai tedi. $éng voi nhitng ngudi khac trong
doan thé giip chiing ta xdy dyng nhitng tip quan 15t nhu si chia sé, biét tén
trong ké khic, biét giai quyét nhitng vén d& vi tinh bing hiru. Hon ni¥a, nhiing
cude du lich va di ra ngoai sé lim md mang kién thitc ciia chiing ta va bd tic
nhing didu chiing ta hoc § sach vd va & thiy gido. Nhitng bai hoc Sit, Dja va
Khoa hoc s& ¢o ¢ nghia hon d6i vdi ching ta, duge phong phi thém qua
nhilng sy quan sat ou thé trong ddi séng v qua nhitg kinh nghiém.

Nh& du lich chiing ta ditge hoc vé qué huong dep d&, nhimg di tich lich
sit, nhitng danh lam thing canh, nhitng ngudn tai nguyén phong phi cla dit
nudc, ohitmg tién bd dat duge va philng cii cich can thye hign. Két qua dem
dén 1 chiing ta sé hiéu biét vayéu mén qué huong hon nita.

Tém lai nhitng cude hanh trinh thuang cb I¢i ich dbi véi ta. Tuy nhién,
dé o6 duge két qua t6i da trong nhing budi ra ngodi chilng ta nén hoe quan
sit can than va thyc hanh nhimg nguyén tic giao té 5t dep. Chiing ta ciing
nén hoc cach thudng thitc thign nhién va kinh trong vé dep cua thién nhién
nhu thé nao. Néu chiing ta tarm niém va thyc hién (it ca nhiing gi lién quan
dén du lich mt cach két qua chiing ta & tha dugc nhilng 1i ich 16n lao bing
nhitng kinh nghiém do6.

O

TOPIC 51;: Where would you prefer to live, in a small village, or
in a big city? why?

Introduction — Give your statement of preference for village choice.
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Body — Give your reasons for choice.

Conclusion — Give the main reason for making selection of village
life over city life

I prefer to live in a small village rather than in a big city for many
reasons.

First, there is a small river right by my village where I can go  fishing
every day. Then. the strects of the village are not so filled with noisy trucks
and busy cyclos. That makes it safe for friends and me to play some games
out in the streets sometimes. Also, in my village I know practically everyone,
and there are so many people who live in the city. I never need to worry about
getting lost in my village because it is so small, but in the city the streets
extend for miles.

I think though that mostly I like to live in this small village because
I know it so well, from one end to another, that [ like to call it mine.

O

EXPLANATIONS
To prefer(v) = ua thich hon
Rather than{adv) = han la.
To get lost(v) = di lac(dudng)
To extend(v) = kéo dai, ni dai ra.
To be filled with = lip day. chita dy.

O

BE TAI 51: Anh thich séng @ dau hdn, trong mét céi lang nhé
hay @ thanh phd 18n? Tai sac?

Mé bai: — Néi tai sao thich chon sdng & lang.
Than bai:  — Cho biét nhitmg 1¥ do ciia syt Iua chon nay.
Két lugn:  — Cho biét 1y do chinh v& viée chon ddi sdng & lang
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hon ddi sdng & thanh pho.

Tbi thich sdng & trong mdt cai Jang nhé hon 14 séng & mét thanh phéd
I6n vi nhiéu 1¥ do.

Trude hét, c6 mdt con séng nhé ngay canh lang ndi t4i c6 thé di cau
hing ngiy. ROi nhimg dudng trong lang khéng chita diy xe ¢d dn a0 va xe
xich 18 dong dic. biéu 46 lam cho cac ban t6i va 16i thinh thoang chdi vai
mdn chdi & ngodi I§ duge an 1oan. Ciing viy, trong lang 16i, 161 quen biét moi
ngudi va cé qua nhicu ngudi séng & thanh phé. T6i khong bao gis phai lo ling
vé vigc lac dudng trong lang (6 béi vi lang (81 rét nhd, nhung & thanh phé
dudng phd kéo dai ca dam.

Téi nghi ring tai thich sdng trong ngdi lang nho bé nay vi téi biét
nhidu vé né. 1ir diu lang dén cudi lang ma 16 thich goi la lang cia téi.

O

TOPIC 52: The fascinating attraction of the sea.

I find the sez to be a fascinating attraction. I think this is true because
the sea is so vast, so powerful, and so unknown. Compared to the might of the
sea , man is a tiny, helpless creature.

I love to go out to sea in my small sail boat. I enjoy the challenge of
man against the sea. I must use all my skills to have the wind take me out,
and bring me back to shore. Although I never go very far from shore, since
my beat is small at times [ am beyond sight of land.

On quiet days, when the waves are smooth and rolling, I let the sail
furl. and lie on the deck peering down into the depth of the water. I wonder
what lives down (herestrange fish, other creatures, plants and things which
have never been seen by man.

And sometimes, when a storm chums the sea into a raging monster, [
quickly head for Jand and for safety as [ know that I am no match for the .ca
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tn this small boat.
O

EXPLANATIONS

To fascinate{v) = 1am mé, du hoac.

Unknown(a) = khong dudc biél dén , § diy c6 nghia nhu: bi hiém.
con bl mét.

The might(n) = quyén hanh . sitc manh.

Challenge(n) = su thich thitc. thach dé.

Skill{n) = tai khéo.

To be beyond sight of = qua tim redt dé nhin thiy(vat gi): khong
nhin thay

To turl(v) = cudn lai. cudn(budm).

To peer(v) = nhin k¥, ngim nghia.

Creature(n) = tac viil, ¢ ddy Ia sinh vit.

To churn(v) = khuiy manh.

Menster(n} = con quai vat.

To be no mateh for = khong phai 1a ddi tha cla. . .

QO

DE TAI 52: Sy hdp didn mé ly cda bién ca.

Téi thy bién 12 mgt canh hip din mé ly. T6i cho Ia didu dé ding bdi
vi bién thi bao la qua, manh mé qua . bi 4n qua. So sanh vdi sitc manh cla
bién, con ngudi chi Ia mét vat yéu &1, nhd bé.

Toi thich ra ngoai khoi trén médt chiée thuyén budm nhd bé, Tai va su
thach d6 cha con ngudi chéng vdi bién khoi. Ti phii diing tit ca tai nghé cla
161 d€ don gi6 dem t5i ra xa v dua 13i rd lai bd. Diu 16i khéng bao gits ra
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qua xa b vi thuyén clia t8i nhd bé, nhung cd d6i 1an, 16i khdng con thiy dat
lién.

Trong nhitng ngly bién va song &m tréi, i cudn budm lai, nim trén
san thuyén nhin xudng day nudc sau. T5i ty héi 1a nhitng sinh vat gi sdng dudi
d6 — ca la. nhiing sinh vat khéc. cac loat rong bién va nhitng vt ma ngudi
ta chua timg thiy bao gid.

Va thinh thoang khi mdt con bao 6 rung dong bién thanh mdt con quai
vit dién cudng. 161 vdi va hudng thuyén vé dit lign tim yén Bn vi 161 bi1 ding
tAi khong phai 12 mot d6i thii vai bién ci trén chiéc thuyen nhd bé ndy.

O

TOPIC 53: If you were given the choice of taking a vacation at
either a mountain or seaside resort, which wouid you select
and why?

How nice it is to leave the noisy. dusty and crowded city and go to
some resort for a vacation. I am elated to learn that T can have a choice for
my vacation. [ can go to either a mountain or seaside resort. To make the
choice, I must do a lot of thinking because ¢ach place has many attractions.

If I go to a moumtain resort, I will have an opportunity to waich the
imposing views of high mountains and thick jungles. to hike, and visit the
caves and grottoes, If [ go 1o the seaside, I can watch the immensity of the
sea, swim, and play on the beach.

After careful consideration I think T will choose the seaside resort for

my vacation this year because of the following reasans:

First of all, I like the sun and cool breeze al the seaside. I can watch
the immense sea, swim in the water, walk and play on the beach. In the early
moming. | can go to the docks to greet the fishermen who return with their
catches from the open sea. I can then buy fish. lobsters, or crabs at reasonable
prices and cook them on the beach.

Then. the seaside gives me an opportunity to relax and improve my
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health. The clean air, the sun and exercises stimulate a good appetite and
promote a sound sleep.

Then, too, I can watch the magnificent dawn with the sunrise, the
peaceful and splendid twilight and the sunset over the ocean.

The above are the reasons | have selected a seaside resort instead of a
mountain resort for my vacation. However, [ think I would enjoy going to a
mountain resort some time later for a vacation to have a change.

O

EXPLANATIONS

To be elated to = mimg 13

Imposing view = canh hing vi.

Grottoes(n. pl) = hang djng.

immensity(n) = su méoh méng.

Dock(n) = bén tau, bén ghe, thuysn.

Catch(n) = mé(ca)

Lobster(n) = t5m himm.

To stimulate{v) = kich thich.

To promote(v) = d2 cao.

Twilight(n) = budi chang vang, c6 thé 1a liic rang ddng hodc hoang
hon, & day cb nghia ta hoing hén.

To Hike (v) = di bo dudmg dai

O

PE TAl 53: Néu anh (hay chi) dudc Iva chon di nghT mét hoéc 8
mién nui hodc & ngoai mién bién, anh (hay chl) s& Iya chon ndi
nao va néi tai sae?

Néu dugc tam rdi ndi d6 thi déng diic, bui bifm, va dn 20 dé di t6i mt
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noi nghi mat nhin dip nghi he thi thich bit bao. .

Toi ming rd biét ring minh ¢ thé c6 mot hva chon cho vu ughi he. Téi
¢6 thé hojc 1én mién nfi hay ra mién b bién. P& chon Iya , 1i phai suy nghi
nhiéu vi ndi nio ciing ¢6 nhitu hip din.

Néu téi lén mién niti nghi mat, 3i cé cd héi d¢ ngim nhitg cinh hing
vi clia nii cao, rimg ram, di by dudng dai va thim viéng nhimg hang dong.
Néu 6i ra b3 bién, 16i c6 thé ngim xem sy ménh mong clia bién ca, bai 16i
chai diia trén bai cat.

Sau khi suy nghi d4n do, t6i nghi ring nim nay t6i s&€ chon noi nghi
mét ngodi bién cho ngay nghi b cia 15i vi hitng Iy do sau day:

Trude het, ti thich mat udi va gié mat ngodi bién. Tdi ¢b thé nhin
bién rong ménh mong, boi dudi mude, tan bd va chai dia trén bai cat. Sang
s8m, t6i c6 thé ra bén ghe dau dé dén nhitng chai ngu tif ngoai khoi rd vé vai
uhing mé ca ddy. T6i ¢ thé mua c, tém himm , cua véi gia phai ching va niu
nudng in ngay trén bai bién. _

B0 bién con cho 16i o hdi XA hoi va cai tién sitc khde. khéng khi trong
lanh, miit trdvi va thé duc gitip an ngon vi ngu say.

Thém nifa , t8i con cb thé ngim mit udi moc lic rang ddéng huy
hoang, canh hoang hon yén binh va kidu digm cimg canh mat i lin trén dai
ducong.

Nhitng 1y do trén khién t5i lya chon mét ndi nghi mat ngoai bai bién
thay vi mét ndi nghi mat midn ndi cho dip nghr hé. Tuy nhién, t5i nghi
rang vao mft mila hé nao 46 sau niy, 6i sé thich ¢i nghi mat & midn ndi dé
¢b syt thay déi.

O
TOPIC 54; Do you like to live in an old house or in a modern flat?

Llive in an old house, and I wouldn't have it any other way. T wouldn't
* want 1o live in a modern flat at all. Let me tell you why.
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in

Our old houses are buiit much stronger than modern new houses. The
walls are thick and this keeps out the summer heat. Also, our roof is tiled, and

I like to climb up inside the house and listen to the sound of the rain beating
on the outside.

Also, old houses seem more friendly than new ones. The sharp edges
are worn smooth, making everything more comfortableto me. Old houses are
bigger too, with extra rooms for everything, and this makes our house more
fun to play in.

Then , too, our old houses have a nice big yard around it, and that
makes a good place to play, and also a place to keep my pet dog. If I lived
a flat, 1 couldn’t have a pet. So, now you can see why I am so happy to live
in a big, old house.

O

EXPLANATIONS

Flat{n) = gian nha, phong trong mot cao &c.

1 wouldn't have it any other way = ca cu niy ¢ nghia nhr: t6i khéng
thich & mdt ngdi nhi nao khac (khéng phai nha kidu o)

To tile(v) = lgp ngdi.

Edge{n} = b, canh.

To be worn = bj bao, mon di.

Pet(n) = vit nudi ma mioh 1ta thich.

O

©E TA1 54: Anh thich song trong moét ngdi nha cd hay trong
mét phéng é¢ tan tién?
Téi séng trong mét ngdi nha cd, va 6 khong thich & mot ngdi nha nao
khac. T6i khéng mudn séng trong mdt phong éc¢ tan tién chiit nio. Hay d8 5i

ndi cho ban biét vi sao.
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Nhﬁ:ng nha ¢d cha chiing ta dugc xay cht chic chin hon nhiing ngoi
nha kiéu méi nhidu. Nhitng bifc twdng thi dy va ngin duge hai néng miia ha.
Cung vy, mai nha thi Igp ngéi, va 16i thich tréo 1&n bén trong nha-aé nghe
tleng mua dip bén ngodi.

Ciing vy , nhitng ngdi nha cb c6 vé dim 4m hon nhiing ng6i nha mdi.
Nhitng bé canh sic da won nhén lam mei vt trd thanh tién nghi hon d6i véi
toi. Nhiing ngdi nha cb ciing to ldn hon, véi nhitng cin buong phu thuge dung
viio moi viée, va dicu d6 lam cho ciin nha cia t6i c6 nhidu thii vui han 82 choi
dira gidi tri. Hon nifa , ngm nhi ¢b clia ching t6i 06 mét khu vdn to dep xung
quanh, va d6 14 mdt dia dlem t6t 42 vui chai va ciing 1a m6t ndi nudi con chd
yéu quy ctia t6i. Néu t6i séng trong mot can phong tan tién, 16 khong thé
nudi sic vat.

Bdi viy, bay 8i9 ban ¢ thé hiéu tai sao 16 sung sudng dugc & trong
mdt ngdi nha cd, to 16n.

O

TOPIC 55{What means of transportation do you like best?

Nowadays we have many different means of transportation. For
instance, on land we can use bicycles, motorcycles, cars, train, and horses.
On the water we have ships, hydroplanes and submarines. In the air we have
airplanes .and for a few fortunate astronauls, spacecrafts.

[t is rather difficult for me to tell what means of transportation is the
most rewarding because I haven't had an.opportunity to try ali of them. Then,
too, I think much depends on what kind of wrips we make—short trips or
distant ones. Based on the experiences I have had, I think that the automobile
is my favorite means of travel. I select this kind of transportation for the
following reasons:

An automobile is less tiring and more comfortable than traveling on a
Honda or a bicycle. A person escapes the hot sun, wind and rain in a car, I
think the automebile is more convenient than traveling by train too, because
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it allows a person to adjust his rate of speed and stop whenever he desires. [t
also allows one fo regulate one’s own time. He can start whenever he wishes
and doesn’t have to keep to a certain fixed departure time Then, too, one can
select one’s companions and doesn't have to sit by or share seats with
strangers. A trip by automobile is usually less noisy and smoky, so one
arrives cleaner and less tired than he would if he traveled on a train. 1 realize
that traveling by automobile has some undesirable points such as mechanical
probiems, flat tires, collisions and accidents. In spite of all these, I still prefer
an automobile to other types of transportation.

I would like, however, to have an opportunity to try some of the other
kinds of transportation. From what I have read, they look as if they might be
exciting and good for certain kinds of travel.

O

EXPLANATIONS

Means(n. pl) = phuong ti¢n.

Means of transportation = phuong tién giao théng, di chuyén .
_ chuyén chd.

cFor instance = thi du.

Motorbicycle(n) = xe gin may.

Hydroplane(n) = thuy phi <d.

Submarine(n) = tau ngam.

Astronaut{n) = phi hanh gia.

Spacecraft(n) = phi thuyén.

To depend on{v) = tuy thudc vao.

To adjust one’s rate of speed = didu chinh téc 5.
tixed (a) = da dinh sin, da sip xép nedc.

To realize(v) = nhan thiy. nhén thic dugc.

Collision{n} = su va cham, dung cham. As if = dudng nhv.

O
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BE TAl '55: Anh (hay chi) thich phudng tién di chuyén naio
nhét?

Ngay nay chiing ta c¢6 nhidu phudng tién di chuyén. Thi dy, tén bd
ching ta ding xe dap, xe gan may , xe hoi, xe Iita, ngya. Dudi séng, ching
ta c6 thu thily, thity phi co va tiu nghm. Trén khong chiing ta ¢6 phi co va déi
vdi vai phi hanh gia may min, c6 phi thuyén.

D61 vi 16i that 13 hoi khé dé ndi phuong tién giao théng nao 1 thich
nhit vi chita ¢6 co héi dé thi tt ci nhimg phuong tign Ay. Lai nifa t5i nghi
phai tily thuge rit nhiu vao nhimg cude hanh trinh ctia chiing ta—nhitng
cuéc hinh trinh ngin hay dai. Cin cit vao nhitng kinh nghigm sin c6, téi nghi
rang xe hoi 13 phuong tién giao théng ua thich cla 16i.

T6i Iya phuong tign di chuyén niy vi nhilng 1§ do sau diy:

Di chuyén trén mét xe hoi thi d3 mét va tién nghi hon trén mot xe
Honda hoiic trén mét xe dap. Con ngudi trinh duge ning, gié vh mua trong
mét cii xe hoi. Toi nghi ring du lich bing xe hoi con tién 1gi hon du lich bang
xe lira nita, b3i vi n cho phép ngudi ta diu chinh ldy van téc va ngimg lai
bat cif khi nio ta mudn. N6 ciing cho phép ngudi ta dinh lay thdi gids cho
minh. Ong ta c6 thé khéi hanh bt cit lic nao mudn va khong phai theo dimg
mot gits khdi hanh sip dat trudc ndo d6. Ciing viy ngudi ta cé thé lya ban
ddng hanh va khong phai ngdi bén canh hodc chia chd véi ké la. Mot chuyén
di bang xe hdi thi thudng 43 dn Ao va 43 khéi, do d6 ngudi ta 15 noi sach hon
va 43 mét hon 1a néu di bing xe Kra. T6i cong nhan ring di chuyén bing xe
hoi c6 vai diém khdng dugc vifa ¥ nhy nhitmg vAn dé truc tric may méc, xep
banh, dung chiam. tai nan. Diu ¢ nhitng vin d& d6 (5i vin thich di xe hoi hon
nhitng phuong tién di chuyén khac.

Tuy nhién t6i mudn c6. mot co hoi dé thir vai phuong tién di chuyén
kbac. Tir nhimg gi 16i da doc duge, dudng nhu cd nhitng phuong tién di
chuyén thich thii va hoan hao cho nhitng loai du lich nao dé.

O
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TOPIC 56: What career do you plan to pursue when you
are an adult? Give the reasons why you have selected this
profession.

When we were small, our parents took care of our needs and sent us
to school so that we could learn and develop knowledge and skills to become
useful members of the society. To do so we first need to understand
ourselves—our abilities and interests in order to plan and prepare for an
occupation when our school is terminated.

For instance, 1 have always been interested in repairing things . In my
spare time, I fix my own and my friends’motorbikes  and help my mother
maintain clocks, stoves and other equipment in cur home. Any time I have a
chance, [ stop at a garage 10 watch the mechanics locate engine troubles and
make repairs. Sometimes, some of the mechanics stop and discuss their work
with me . A few have taken time to show me how 1o fix certain things. I enjoy
these visits to the garages. They give me an opportunity to look at many

different kinds of tools and picces of equipment. The mechanics seem very
congenial and interested in their work. It secems that I learn the techniques
quickly.

I received average marks in language, science, civics and other
academic subjects. My best grades are in courses involving shop work
and mechanics work.

Every now and then my parents and I discuss what I might be able to
do after I finish high school. It is almost impossible for them to send me to
the university because there are six children in my family and my parents do
not have enough money to finance my education.

Taking into consideration all of these aspects, I think it would be best
for me to select the field I like and do well in—automobile mechanics.

If I have an opportunity to get my training in auto mechanics and start
working, I will try to save my money so that 1 can eventually own a garage.

I think a career in auto mechanics will certainly help me to become a
satisfied and productive member of the society.

O
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EXPLANATIONS
Career(n) = nghe nghiép.
Adult(n) = ngudi trudng thanh.
To take care of = chim lo cho, sin sic cho.
Ability(n) = khi ning.
Occupation(n) = viéc lam, cong viéc.
Mechanic{n) = thg may.
Mechanics({n) = c¢d khi hoc. mdn cd khi.
To locate(v) = tim ra chd.
Congenial(a) = dong tinh, tif (& vdi nhau.

Average(a) = trung binh.

Civics(n. pl) = mén céng dan.

Academic(n) = thudc vé gido khoa.

Shopwork(compoud noun = n + n) = hoc dé 1am viéc & | phén
xudng bay co xudng.

To take into consideration = citu xét. ké déa.

Eventually(adv) = két cuée, cudi cling 1a.

Productive(a) = thuic v& san xuft, sinh san. & day c6 nghia nint: hitu
dung.

O

BE TAI 56: Anh dy dinh theo nghé gi khi anh trudng thanh?

N6i 1§ do tai sao anh da lya nghé nay?

Khi ching ta con nhd, cha me chiing ta lo cho nhitng nhu ciu cou
chiing ta, cho chiing ta di hoc ¢ chiing ta ¢6 thé hoc héi, m& mang kiéu thitc
.1 13i ning d& tr3 thanh mot phin tit hits diing clia xa héi. Mudn dude nhy vay
au tién ching ta cin hidu chinh chilng ta - kha ning va s6 thich ciia ching
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ta d& dy dinh v sita soan cho mét viée 1am khi sy hoc & trudng da chim din.
Thi dy, t6i luén ludn thich sia d6 dac. Trong gid nhanrdi, t6i sita chir
xe may dau ctia cic ban t6i va gifip ma t6i bao tri ddng hé, bép ndu vi nhimg
dung cy khic trong nhi 5i. Bt cit khi nao t4i ¢6 co hdi, 16i ciing ditng chin
mét & ga- ra dé xem céc the may tim ra nhimg truc tric cla dong cd va sita
chira. Déi khi miy ngudi thg dimg lai va thao luin cdng viéc cua ho vdi 16i.
MOt ngudi da bd thi gids d& chi tdi sita chita nhimg thit dd vét nao d6 nhu thé
nio. Toi thich nhitng lan di tham nhimg ga- ra nay. Nhitng 130 viéng thim do
cho thdi cd hoi xem nhidu loai dung cy khac nhau va nhiing bé phan cda cac
d6 trang bi. Nhitng ngudi thg may ¢6 vé rat than thién vi va thich nhimg cong
vigéc cha ho. Hinh nhvr t6i hoc hoi nhimg k¥ thuit mdt ciach nhanh chong.
Téi duge diém sd trung binh vé cac mén sinh ngit, khoa hoc, cdng din
vit cac mon hoc khac. Nhitmg diém sé cao nhét clia t3i 12 & nhitmg bai lién

quan dén hoc xudng va cd khi,

Thinh thoing cha me i va t3i ban v vigc tdi s& c6 thé lam gi sau khi
1 hoc xong béc trung hgc. HAu nhu cha me khong th nao cho t5i theo hoc
dai hoc duge bdi vi gia dinh t6i ¢6 t3i sdu ngudi con va cha me 16i khong da
tién dé tai trg cho viéc hoc cha t6i.

Ciu xét tit ca nhitng phuong tién dé, t6i nghi ring c6 12 diéu 15t nhét
cho t6i chon mdt nganh ma t4i thich nhat va giéi — nganh cokhi xe hoi.

Néu 161 c6 mot cd hdi dé hoc v& co khi xe hdi va lam viée, 16i s& b
ging d& danh tién 42 sau nay t6i cé thé lam s3 hitu chit mot xudng sifa chita
xe.

T6i nghi 13 nghé sita chifa xe hoi chic chin s gidp t6i thanh mét phin
tr man nguyén va hifu ich cia xa héi.

O

TOPIC 57:Would you like to live in a modern house? State your
reasons '
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I would like to live in a modern house for many reasons:

First, a modem house is neat and trimn, and everything is new and
clean. Then, the modern house has many more conveniences such as running
water, eletricity and a telephone.Life for everyone in the family is more
pleasant with a modemn bathroom, and my mother will certainly enjoy the
convenience of a medern kitchen complete with sink, gas stove and
refrigerator.

Also, it seems to me that modem houses are brighter and more
cheerful with many larger windows and beautifully- colored walls. Even the
floors are nicer now with better tile making them smoother and prettier,

From all this, you can see that I am a man with modem ideas, ready
for change. That’s why I would like to live in a bright modem house.

o
EXPLANATIONS

Neat(a) = gon ging, sach sé.

Trim(a) = ngan nip.

Running water = nudc may

Gas stove(n) = bép ga.

Tile (n) = ngdi lgp, gach bong (lat san nha)
Refrigerator(n) = tu lanh.

Sink{n) = chiu, la va bs.

O

DE TAl 57: Anh c6 thich séng trong mdt ngdi nha tan tién
khong? Hay néi ly do.

Téi thich dugc séng trong mot ngdi nha tan tién vi nhitag 1y do ~au
day:
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Trudc hét, mot ngdi nhia tan tidn thi gon ghng ngin nap, vi moi vit déu
mdi mé, sach s&. Mot ngdi nha tén tién con co nhing tién nghi hon nby mede
may, dién va dién thoai. Dai séng cho moi ngudi trong gia dinh vui vé han
véi nhitng phong t4m kidu méi, va me t6i chic chin s& thich thi véi sy tign
gi ciia cin bép i thn trang bj dii bon riia chén bat, 16 ga va i lanh.

Ciing vay, d6i vdi toi hinh nhu nhitag can nha tan tién thi sang siia hon
va trong vui tuoi hon voi nhitng phidu cita s3 réng va tudng cd mau sic dep.
Ngay ch san nha bay gid ciing dep hon vdi gach lat 1t, 1am cho san nhin va
dep hon,

Do d6. cac ban c6 thé thy ring (5i 1a ngudi c6 tuf tudng mdi, o0 sang
chip nhan nhitg thay 83i. D6 1415 do tai sa0 16i thich séng trong mdt cin nha
10i tn va sang sua.

S
TOPIC 58:You are supposed to live now in an old house.
Would you tell about your impressions’

Iuroduction —- | like to live in an old house.

Body. — 1 give the reasons why [ like this old house.

Conclusion. — 1 am happy 1o live in this old house.

My family lives in an old house. Let me tell you why I am so happy
in this house.

First of all, I have always lived in this house. I was even born here,
eighteen years ago next month. Childhood is a special time for everyone, but
all of the wonderful memories of my childhood are in and around this very'
house. I can remember my earliest year in that front room, where | had my
first toys and learned to waik. And then, 1 share a room for many yeag with
my brothers. We had lots of fun, wrestling each other, and telling stories after
dark to frighten one another.
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Later on, I was given this room for my own. As you can see, [ keep all
my collections here. . I have my stamp books, butterfly collection, favorite
books, and everything else that is mine.

Many times when it is quiet here in this old house . I sit and think of
all the wonderful times that I've had here , growing from a child to a man.

O

EXPLANATIONS

Childhood (n) = tudi tho.
To wrestle (v), wrestling( present participle) = vat lon.

To frighten(v) = lam cho sg, doa . each other = one another = lan
nhau, v&i nhau.

Collection(n) = sy swu tip, bd suu p.
Favorite{a) = dugc wa thich.
O
BE TAI 58: Gla dy anh hién gid dang song trong mét ngéi nha
¢0. Noi cam nght cia anh,

MG bai —Toi thich séng trong ngdi nha 8.

Thin bai  —Tbi ké nhitng I§ do tai sao i thich ngdi nha nay.

Gia dinh t5i sdng trong mt ngéi nha 6. Hay & 16} ké anh nghe tai
$a0 i vui sudng trong ngdi nha dé.

Truc hét, 5i da lubn séng & ngsi nha nay. Day ciing la noi t8i sinh
ra ddi tinh 1Gi thing sau d& duge mudi tim nim tdn. Tudi the 1 thei gian dic
biét cho moi ngudsi, nhung tit ca nhitng k§ tic hay dep ciia cufe ddi the 4u ciia
16i Ia & trong va xung quanh chinh ngéi nhi nay,

Téi 6 thé nhd lai nhiing nim xa xua nhit trong cin phong phia rudce
ndi d6 16i da c6 nhing moén d chai diu ticn vi 44 tap di 6 d6. Va sau nay,
16i 44 & chung phong nhitu nim véi cic anh em toi. chiing ti da c6 nhiéu vui
dua, vt 1on nhay, ké nhing céu chuyén dém (i dé doa ln phau.
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Sau thdi gian 46, 161 da duge cin phong nay lam phong ri¢ng. Nbur che
_ han c6 thé thily, t6i giif tit ca nhimg swu t3p clia t8i & ddy. Toi c6 cudn suu
tap buu hoa , sututdp budm, nhiing cudn sach t6i thich, v nhilng vat khic nita
cla toi.

Nhidu lin khi & day ving vé trong ngdi nha cb 46 t5i ngdi nghi dén tt
ca nhimg ngay tudi dep ma 16i da séng noi day, tit mot dita tré 1on én thanh
mdt ngudi 1dn.

O

TOPIC 59:The usefulness and Importance of newspapers.

Introduction - What do newspapers mean to us and what are they
called? Let's discuss their usefulness and importance.

A —Give the examples of the usefulness of newspapers

1- They broaden our knowledge

2—They keep us informed.

3—they help us leam about other countries and peoples

4—They aid us daily through annoucements and advertisements.

5—They entertain us.
B —Explain the value and importance of newspapers:

1- They symbolize freedom of speech in a democratic society.

2- They keep people from feeling isolated.

3- They serve as a means of promoting understanding.

4- They protect people from being oppressed.

5- They are a symbol of civilization.

6- They help unify and deveiop the native language.

Conclusion — These are a few samples of the immense value of
newspapers, which can not all be given in one

composition.
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We usually say that newspapers are one of our mental foods
- We attribute such good qualities to
newspapers because they bring us many conveniences including their
usefulness and importance to our daily lives. Let’s discuss these usefulness
and importance of newspapers.

First, newspapers broaden our knowledge. Tharnks to newspapers, we
can learn about the latest inventions. excellent writings of well-known writers
in different fields of activities in the world . the government and
administration of different nations, and the progress made in various fields of
endeavors such as science, economy, and industry,

Then, newspapers keep us informed of what is going on around us and
in the world. The world is always changing due to the events that 1ake place
every day, everywhere. Newspapers will help us follow these events in order
1o evade them if they are bad and try them ourseives if they are good.

Then, too, newspapers can take us to remote places by describing to
us their geography, their spots of interest, their peoples, their cultures and
ways of life. Thanks to newspapers, we don’t have to travel far or make

costly trips to find out such interesting things.

Through -their anmouncements and advertisements, newspapers also
help us relocate our missing relatives or friends, get a suitable job, secure
good local- made or important products for our daily use, or know the best
entertainment of the day or week. Without newspapers, we find it hard 10 do
these things.

Sometimes. we have time to spare. We might get bored, or involved
in useless or harmful activities if newspapers were not available to help us
‘while away our time. They entertain us.

Newspapers are not only useful to us in many ways, as have been
mentioned above, but they are also important to us. As we all know that
newspapers symbolize our freedom of speech in a democratic society.
Newspapers on one hand bring aspirations of different classes of people to.
the attention of the govemment and on the other hand can help the
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sovernment train its citizens how to understand, appreciate, and practise th.
democratic way of living properly. With this help, newspapers are really
bridge which links the government and its citizens together. Without this
bridge, there would be a lot of misunderstanding between the government
and people, resulting in a lot of troubles for both sides.

Also, newspapers serve as an important means of exchanging ideas,
and of promoting mutual understanding between people. Thanks to this,
people do not feel isolated from each other, but enjoy communications with
each other.

Then, (00, newspapers are very important to us in that they are sharp
tools to denounce oppressors. No matter how well- organized a society s,
there are inevitably injustice and oppression sometime, somewhere.
Newspapers will help oppressed people to denounce their oppressors or
reveal their injustice.

‘In addition. newspapers help unify and at the same time enrich and
develop our native language. However homogeneous a people are, they still
have dialects which may cause difficulty for them to understand each other
clearly. Newspapers can help overcome this difference in language by
explaining the dialects of each region to people in the whole country. Also,
newspapers, by translating literary, scientific, philosophical and political
works of different peoples in the world will belp enrich and develop the
native languages.

Newspapets are also a symbol of civilization. Wherever newspapers
prevail, people will have the opportunity to live a civilized life, where all
rights of people are protected and improved.

The above are only some of many useful and important services which
newspapers render to us. In reality, the value of newspapers is so immense
that we can’t examine it all in such a limited space as this composition. We
can only say that newspapers are really a necessity to any society and people
who want to move forward.

O
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EXPLANATIONS.
To broaden(v) = md rong.
To symbolize(v) = trgng tnrg,
Isolated = bj ¢ lap
To oppress(v) = d2 nén . ap biic.
To unity(v) = théng nhit.
To attribute({v) = gan cho.
Remote(a) = xa xim, héo lanh: :To evade(v) = tranh né. wdn thoat.
To while away = giét thi gid.
Aspiration(n) = sy yac vong, khao khat.
Homogeneous(a) = déng nhis.
To prevail(v) = thinh hinh, d4c thing.

O
DE TAI 58:Sy ich Igi va quan trong ciia béo chi

Mo bai — Béo chi c6 ¥ nghia gi ddi véi ching ta va bao chi
dudgc goi la gi? ching ta hily thio luan vé sifich Igi va
quan trong cta bao chi.

A) Cho unhiing thi dy v& Idi ich cua bdo chi:

1. Béo chi m& rdng kién thiic chiing ta .

2. Béo chi cho ching ta biét tin titc.

3. Bao chi gitp chiing ta hoc hdi va nhitg quéc gia va nhitng dan
tdc khac.

4. Bao chi gilip ching ta hang ngay qua nhiing i6i rao v quing
céo.

5. Bao chi giai tri chiing ta.

Than bai — B) Giai thich gia tj va sy quan trong cua bio chi:

1. Bao chi nrgng trung cho s tu do ngdn ludn trong mét x3 héi din
cha.
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2. Bao chi giit cho ngudi ta khoi cam thiy bi o 14p.
3. Bao chi phue vy nhu mét phuong tién ting cudng sy hidu biét
4. Bio chj che chd cho moi ngudi khdi bi d& nén,
5. Bao chi 1a bidu hién cha nén vin minh.
6. Bao chi gitip théng nhét va phat trién tiéng me d&.
Két lugn — Piy 12 mot vai mu vé gia tri bao la clia bao chi ma
ta khéng thé néi hét trong mét bai ludn.
Chiing ta thuding néi rang bao chi 12 mdt mén dn tinh thin clia chiing
ta
Chiing ta gan cho bao chi nhiing dic tinh 13t nhu vay bdi vi bao chi
mang lai cho chiing ta nhi2u tién nghi gom sy ich 1¢i va quan trong ciia bao
chi d6i véi dai séng hang ngay cla chilng ta. Ching ta hay ban vé nhimg ich
Igi va quan trong nay cua bio chi,

Trudc hét, bao chi md rdng kién thirc cha chiing ta. Nhd ¢6 bao chi,
chiing ta c6 thé bit vé nhing phat minh mdi nhft, nhitng ang vin xuft sic
clia cac van s hitu danh trong nhigu nganh hoat déng khac nhau trén th gidi,
chinh phii va chinh quyén ciia nhiéu qubc gia khac nhau, vh sy tién bd da
dugse thye hién trong nhiéu nganh nhu khoa hoc, kinh & va k§ nghé.

R&i bao chi con cho ching ta biét nhitng gi dang x4y ra xung quanh
ta va trén thé gidi. Thé gi6i ludn thay d3i do nhitng bién cb xay ra hang ngay
& khap ndi. Bao chi s& gitip chiing ta theo d5i nhimg bién b nay dé tranh
dugc nhitng diéu khong hay va thit lam néu 1 nhiing chuyén tét dep.

Ngodi ra, bao chi c6 thé dua chiing ta t3i nhitng mién xa x5i bing cach
mb ta cho ta thiy dia 1§ clia nhimg mién d6. nhitg dja diém hay la, cac dan
tdc, cac nén vin hoa va cac nép sbng cud ho. Nhé & bao chi chiing ta khéng
phai di du lich xa hoac thyc hién nhitng chuyén di tdn kém d2 tim thiy nhimg
digu hay nhu vay. .

Qua phitng 14 rao v quang ¢io, bao chi ciing gitp chimg (a im ra
nhitng ba con va ban be thiit lac, kiém dugc vigc 1am thich hgp, nhitng hang
n6i héa 16t hogc nhing san phim cin thiét cho nhu ciu hang ngay ciia chiing

265



ta hoac sy giai tri hay nhét trong ngay hay hing tuin. Khéng ¢b bao chi,
chiing ta thdy khd ma lam uhimg vidc dé

Déi khi. chiing ta cé thi gid bd khong. Ching ta ¢6 1& thdy budn va
nan, hoiic sa vio nhitmg hoat déng vé ich hodc c6 hai néu bao chi khéng ¢o
sin a2 gitip ching ta giét thi gid. Nhy vy bao chi giai tri chiing ta,

Bao chi khong nhitng chi hitu ich d6i v&i chiing ta trong nhigu cach
nhut 44 duge d& cap trén ddy ma chiing cdn quan trong dbi vdi ching ta nita.
Nhut chiing ta déu hifu riing bao chi tigng trung cho s tr do ngdn ludn trong
xa bdi dan chii. Mt ding bao chi chuyén dat nhimg udc vong ciia moi ting
18p dén chilng 1&n chinh phi va m6t dang ¢6 thé gitip chinh phd gido duc cic
cong dan trong nudc , hidu biét, tan thanh nép sbng dan chi ding mitc. Vi
sif giGp d3 A6, bao chi qua Ia mdt cdu ndi lién chinh phé va nhin dan lai voi
nhau. Néu khong cb cai ciu b, sé co’nhidu hidu 1am giita chinh phii va nhén
dan. két qua 1a nhidu ric i cho ca hai phia.

Cling vy . bao chi gitp nhu mdt phudgng tién cén thié1 cho sy trao dbi
ur tudng va d& cao sy hién biét 13n nhau giita ngudi v ngudi. Nhd dé ngudi
ta khéng cam thiy bj xa cich nhau, ma con thich nhitng sif truyén théng véi
nhau.

Ngoai ra, bao chi rit quan trong d6i vai chiing ta nhif Ja nhitng khi cu
sic bén d& vach trin nhitng k& ap bitc. Di cho x3 hoi té chitc tt dep dén dau,
khéng tranh khoi nhitng diéu bit cong va sy ap bic di khi xay ra & chd nao
d6. Béo chi s& gilip nhilng ngudi bj d& nén 5 cao nhing ke dé nén ho hoic
phoi bay ra nhiing bt cong.

Thém vao d6, bio chi con gilip théng nhit déng thai lam phong phi
va phét trién chit quéc ngit. Db mét dan toc ddng nhit dén dau, ho vin cb
nhing thd ngit cb thé gay ra khé khin cho ho d2 hiéu nhau & rang. Bao chi
cb thé gitip vigt qua su khéac biét ngon ngif nay bang cach giai thich thé ngu
clia mdi mién cho dén chiing toan quic. Ciing vay, bao chi bing cach dich
thugt nhimg tac phim vin chuong, khoa hoc, tam 1¢ va chinh trj cha nhing
dén tdc khac nhau tén thé gidi sé gitp lam phong phii va phat trign tiéng
quéc ngit.
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Bao chi ciing 12 tidu bidu cha mdt ndn van minh. & dau bao chi phd
bién. din chiing s ¢ co hi séng mét ddi sdng van minh, noi 46 tét ¢i nhiing
quyén Igi cha con ngudi duge bao v& va duge cai thién.

J trén chi 15 mot vai trong nhidu dich vy hitu ich va quan trgng ma bao
chi dem lai cho chiing ta. Thét vay, gi trj cua bao chi thi to 16n dén nbi ring
chiing ta khong thé xét dugc trong pham vi gidi han cda bai lugn nay. Ching
ta chi ¢6 thd néi ring bho chi that 1a mot sy cn thiét cho bt cif mot xa hoi
hay mot dén tdc ndo muén tién 5.

O

PROPOSED TOPICS FOR PRACTICE WRITING
(Nhithg d& dudc dé& nghi 48 thut tap)

The importance of either industry or agriculture in our country.
(Su quan trong cha nén cong nghiép hay canh ndng & nudc nha)
The reasons why you choose English as your first foreign language.

(Nhitng 1% do tai sao anh(chi) cﬁgn Anh vin lam mdn ngoai ngit thit
nhét).

Is it more pleasant to live in a village or in a town? why?
(Séng & lang hay & tinh thich hon? tai sao?)
What would you do if you were rich?
(Anh(chi) s& lam gi néu anh(chj) giau c67)
The season of the year you like best.
(Néi v& mila ma anh(chi) thich nhit trong ném. )
The altractions that your country has te offer to tourists.
( Nhimg thi vui ma nubc anh ¢d @2 cung hién cic du khach)

What subject do you like best at school? State the reasons for
preference.

(Mb6n hoc nao anh chi thich nhét § trudng? K& ra nhiing 1y do tai sao
anth (chj) thich mén hoc nay).
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In your opinion, how should good citizen of a country behave?

(Theo § anh, mdt ngudi cong dén (5t trong mét quéc gia phai cu xit
nhu thé nao?)

You have been given the choice between attending either a movie or
stage play. Give your choice and reasons for your preference.

(Anh(chj) duge chon di cot hit béng hoic xem kich. Hay cho biét st
Iya chon ctia anh(chi) va cho biét 1¥ do ctia sy Iita chon nay).

It is commonly admitted that the future of a country depends on its
youth. How do you think youth can contribute to help build a sound and
happy future for the couniry?

(Ngudi ta thudng coéng nhin ring twong lai clia dit nude nay la tay
thude & thanh thiéu nién. Theo ¥ anh (chj), cc thanh thiéu nién c6 thé
déng gop gi dé xay ding mét ttong lai 15t dep vi hanh phiic cho xi s3. )

Is a film only a relaxation for you or do you receive something else
from it?

(Mot cubn phim chi 12 mt ngudn giai tri cho ban hay ban
con thau nhén duge gi khac & cudn phim?)
How do you like to spend your leisure time?
(Ban thich tidu khién thi gid nhan edi ciia ban ra sao?).
O
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Section 5

Argumentative Composition
( Luén van binh luan)
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TOPIC 60: Comment on: “Waen we are near the ink, we get
soiled; when we are near the light, we get illuminated”.

(or: “A man is known by the company he keeps” ).

Introduction— Formulate a theme using the proverb above to discuss
the topic.

Body a) Give the literary meaning of the proverb.
b) Give the figurative meaning of the proverb.
¢) Provide examples- Make cemments

Conclusion — We must select our friends carefully.

Everyone needs friends, but sometimes people make poor choices in
selecting their friends. Whenever parents see their children associating with
delinquent youths, they usually remind them of the proverb: “*When we are
near the ink, we get soiled; when we are near the light. we get illuminated.

If we handle a black inkpot , the ink might spill and soil our clothes

and body. If we sit near a light at night, the light will illuminate us and our
surroundings.

The black ink can be compared with an undesiable friend and the
light can be compared with a good and wholesome friend. We are easily
influenced by our friends and associations. If we associate with people who
possess bad traits, these traits are often adopted by ns. On the other hand,
associations with wholesome people tend to make our lives wholesome also.

Mencius’s mother had to move her family many times because of the
undesirable influence of her neighbors on her son. When she and her son ,
Mencius, lived near a market place, Mencius imitated the traders and played
marketing all day long. His mother decided to move to another place which
happened to be near a butcher’s shop. Mencius then started to imitate the
butcher by playing a game of butchering a hog. Finally his mother decided tc
move again and this time moved near a school. Mencius then starte«]
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imitating friends of his age. He began to study and later became a farmous
sage,

Another example found in my class also proves the above proverb to
be correct. In my class there is a student whose name is Minh. At the
beginning of the school year, Minh sat near a lazy and mischievous student.
Not long after, Minh also became lazy and similar in his behavior to that of
his neighboring class- mate. Leaming that his son was making poor progress,
Minh's father suggested that the teacher move Minh to another seat. This
time Minh sat near Toean, a studious and docile student. Minh soon corrected
his bad habits and later became as good as Toan.

All of the above examples prove lo us that we need to select our
friends carefully. We should try to keep company with wholesome friends
and avoid those who might have a bad influence on us.

Since young people lack mature experiences, they often try to imitate
others without being thoughtful of consequences which might be imposed
upon then. We have to remember and practise the proverb: “when we are
near the ink we get soiled” When we are near the light we get illuminated”
to lead happy and beneficial lives.

O

EXPLANATIONS
To get soiled = bj iim, bj do.
To associate with{v) = giao du vé&i.
Delinquent(a) = pham 15i, pham phap(thanh thiéu nién)
To spill(v) = db, tran ra.
Mencius(n) = Manh Tg.
To butcher(v) = giét, lam thit.
Mischievous(a) = hu héng, hiém ac.
Studious(a) = chim chi(hoc banh)
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Wholesome(a) = lanh manh, t6t.

Thoughtful{a) = co suy nghi.

To impose(v) = cudng ché, bit budc.

To move(v) = ddi ché, di chuyén. dong tir move treng noun clause
dimg sau ddng tir suggest chia & thi present subjective nghia
lé}ﬁl ch chc ngdi ke ca ngdi thit 3 vin 48 nhu ddng tit nguyén
thé.

Q

O£ TAI 60: Binh gidng cau: “Gan muc thi den, gan dén thi
sang” (hay: “Ngudi ta biét mot ngudi qua ban hQtu cda ngudl
ay™)

Ma bai.  — Dt vén dé bing cach ding ciu tyc ngu‘ trén dé thao

ludn dé tai.

Thén bai — =) Noi nghia den cla clu tuc ngit.

— b) Noi nghia bong cla cau tuc ngit
— ¢) Cho thi dy — phé binh

Két lugn — Chimg ta phai chon ban cin than.

Ai cling cin ban, nhung d6i khi ngudi ta so xuht trong vigc lya chon
ban be. BAt cit khi nao cac phy huynh tréng thiy con em ho giao du v4i nhing
thanh thién nién du dang, ho thudng nhic nhé ching cau: “Gan muyc thi den,
gan dén thi sang. ~
Néu ching ta cAm mét 1o myc den, muc c6 thé trio ra va 1am do quan
40 va than thé ta. Néu chiing ta ngdi gin mét ngon d&n vé ban dém, anh sing
s& chiéu sang chiing ta va vit xung quanh.

Muc cb thé so sanh v8i mdt ngudi ban khéng dudc vita ¥ va anh sang
¢6 thé so sanh v8i mét ngudi ban tét va lanh manh.

Chiing ta thudng d& dang bj anh hudng ban b2 va nhitng ngudi minh
giao thiép. Néu chiing ta giao du v4i nhitng phuding banh kiém x4u xa, nhitng
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théi xdu niy thudng duge ching ta bat chude. Mit khac, sy giao thigp vai
nhitng ngudi tit t& cd khuynh hudng 1am cho ddi sdng clia ching ta cling trd
nén lanh manh.

Ba me clia Manh T da phai don nha nhidu lan vi nhitng Anh huéng
x4u ciia hang xom dén con trai bd. Khi ba vi con trai, Manh T, séng gin
chg, Manh Ti bit chuéc nhitng 13i budn va choi budn ban sudt ngay. Me ngai
quyét dinh don di noi khac ma hoé ra lai gin cita hang thit. Do d6 Manh Tir
tap bit chudc ngudi hang thit bing cach chai rd thoe buyét heo. Cubi cing,
ba me quyét dinh don nha 13n nita. Va lan nay da dén ghn mot trudng hec.
Manh Tit bit diu biit chudc ban bé cimg tudi. Ngai khdi sif hoc tap va sau nay
trd nén mot bic hién tai danh tiéng.

Mt thi du khac & trong 18p t6i ciing chilng to cu tuc ngil trén la diing.
Trong 19p 16i c6 mdt trd tén la Minh. Lic du nién boc, Minh ngdi gan mét
hoc sinh ludi bing va hu héng. Khong 1au Minh ciing trd thanh 1udi biéng va
tinh nét ciing tu(mg i nhy ngudi ban hoc ké bén anh. Pugc biét con minh d‘:‘i
hoc hanh khong tén 31, cha Minh d€ nghj véi thiy gido cho Minh ngdi ch§
khéc. Lin nay Minh ngdi gin Toan, mt hoc sinh ngoan ngoan chiam chi.
ching bao 140 Minh d4 sifa chila duge nhitng 3t x4u cia aph, va sau trd thanh
mét hoc trd 16t nhu Toan.

Tit ca nhimg thi du trén cho ching ta thiy ring ching ta ciin chon ban
mot cach cin than. Chiing ta nén choi véi nhing ngudi ban 16t va tranh xa
nhilng ngudi c6 thé mang anh hudng xéu dén cho ching ta.

Vi thanh thifu nién thiéu nhimg kinh nghidm chin. chin, ho thudng
hay bit chudc nhitng k& khac, khong nghi dén nhimg hau qua cb thé s& gy
anh hudng cho ho. Chiing ta phai nhd va thuc banh cu wc ngir: “Gén myc
thi den, gin den thi sang” & ¢ doi séng hanh phiic va hitu ich.

O
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TOPIC 61: Comment on : “United we stand, Divided we fall. "

Introduction: — Formulale a theme using the above saying to
develop the topic.
Body: — Give the meuning of the saying

— Give comments and examples.
Conclusion: — We have to unite and stand together to be strong.

Any time a group of people are divided and lack unity , we can foresee
chmsandfailmefotthegmup.Peoplcwhomuniwdandstandtogether
overcome hard situations and succeed in the end. This is the meaning of the
saying: “United we stand, divided we fall”.

United means the cooperation of a group of people who all have good
will and share the same goals. They strive together to achieve these goals.
Such cooperation will create an immense power for any group of people.

Divided means that people are pot together in their thinking, efforts
and endeavors. They do not share with one another and are often selfish-
putting their own welfare above that of the society. They are reluctant to give
support to their country even when the country is jeopardized by invaders.

Through umity, mankind has existed. When man was first created he
joined others to establish families, tribes and finally countries. In order to
exisamucarlymknewlhatifd:cymﬁtcdwithmanotheringtmps,
they could better fight off wild beats, neighboring tribes and other danyers to
their lives . They also could hunt to obtain their food and other essentials
mxue casily.

Let's look back in our history and find examples of unity . Our
ancestors defeated the invaders many times and maintained independence for
our couatry through a solid unity of the people and the army. King “L& Lgi”
drove off the Minh army, General “Trin Hung Pao” destroyed the
Mongolian Troops and King “Quang\'l‘nmg" crippled the Thanh invaders.
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We can see the strength , power , and benefits which unity provides
through the above examples . We only have to follow the examples found in
our history, and unite with one another in order to maintain the independence
of our country,  do what is good for our people and help one another.

We must be aware of the sayingUnited we stand, divided we fall”
and bold ourselves responsible for our actions so that we can keep our
country strong. We have to put our country’s interest above all else, eradicate
all envies and disunities in order to become a strong and united people.

0O

EXPLANATIONS

To formuiate a theme = djt vén 42,
Chaos{n) = sy h&l Joan.
To overcome{y) = vugt qua (khé khin).
Endeavor(n) = syt ¢ ging, ging sitc.
Reluctant(a) = mi&n cudng.
To jeopardize(v) = cin t3, 1am cho khé khan nguy hiém.
Tribe (n) = bo lac.
To cripple{v) = lam qué quit, 3 diy cb nghia la danh quy, dinh bai.
Disaster(n) = tai uong, tai bién, tai hoa.
To eradicate(v) = trir khi.
Envy(n) = sy ganh tj , tj hi®m ghen ghét.
Q
DE TAI 61: Binh ludn cau: “Doan két thi séng, chia ré thi chét”.
Mo bai:  — Dijt vén d2 biing cich diing ciu n6i tén d khai trién 48

tas.
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Than bai: — Noi ¥ ughia ciia 10i ndi trén.
_ — Bioh ludn va cho vai thi dy.

Két lugn: — Chilng ta phai doan két va séng vdi nhau ¢ cb sic

manh.

Bi1 cit khi no mot nhém ngudi chia 1& va thiéu sy doan két, ching ta
cb thé thiy trgdc nhimg réi loan va thét bai cho ci nhém. Nhiig ngudi bit
doan két va séng chung cling nhau vugt qua duge nhing hon canh kho khin
vh cudi cling thinh cong. D6 1a ¥ nghia cita cau: “Doan két thi sbng, chia ré
thi chét”,

Doin két c6 nghia 13 sy cdng tac clia mt nhom ngudi deu cd thign chi
va cung chung muc dich. Ho ciing nhau ging siic dat nhitng myc dich dé. 'iu
chng ton s& tao ra mdt sitc manh Ion lao cho bét cit nhdm ngudi nao.

Chia r& o6 nghia la ngugi ta khéng ciing nhau trong syt suy nghi, trong
nb Iyc va ging cong. Ho khéng ciing san s2 v4i nhau va thudng thudng ich
ky dit quyén Igi riéng ciia ho 1én trén quyén Igi ciia xd hoi. Ho thd o déng gop
cho dét nudc ngay ca khi dit nude gip nan xam ling.

Do sy doan két ahan loai da tdn tai. Khi budi diu con ngudi sinh ra,
con ngubi da két ban be, thanh 13p gia dinh, b3 lac \a cudi clng 1a cac qude
gia. Pé tdn tai, td tién ching ta xua kia biét ring néu ho doin két véi nhau
thanh doan ho cé thé chdng lai cac loi da thi, ahfing bd lac Kké can, va nhMg
hidm nguy khac ddi v4i ddi séng mot cach dé dang hon. Ho ciing c6 thé sin
bén dé c6 thitc 3n va nhimg nhu yéu mét cach dé dang hon.

Hay nhin lai lich s cda chiing ta vA tim nhimg thi dy vé sy doan két.
T4 tién clia ching 1a 93 danh bai quan xam lang nhidu 13n va duy i nén ddc
1ap cho déit nudc nhd sy doan két vitng chic gitfa quin vh din. Vua L2 Lyi da
danh dudi quan Minh; dai tudng Trin Hung Dao 43 dep tan quin Mdng C4
va vua Quang Trung 43 danh gyc quin Thanh xém luge.

Ching ta co thé rong thily sitc manh, quyen lyc va nhiing dleu l¢1 ma
‘st don két dd dem lai qua nhiing thi du néu tén. Ching ta chi can theo
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guong d3 thdy trong lich si va doan két vdi nhau dé duy tri nén doc 18p clu
nudc ta. Pem lai didu gi t5t dep cho dan ta va gifip d3 lin nhau.

Chiing ta phii chii § v& cu néi: “Poan két thi séng, chia 1& thi chét”
v chinh chiing ta linh rach nhi¢m v& hanh ddng ciia minh dé chiing ta c thé
lam cho nuSc manh. Ching ta phai dit quyén lgi ciia dét nuéc urén tit ca
nhing gi khac, trit khif tit ci nhimg tj hiém va su chia & &% 1r& thanh mét dan
téc doan két va himg manh.

O

TOPIC 62: Comment on : “Fallure is the mother of success”

Many people get discouraged when they encounter faiture. They lose
confidence in their ability to continue with their jobs. These people don’t
take time to realize that often failure helps them to have more real
experiences which lead them to success in future endeavors. To advise these
people, we have the following saying: “Failure is the mother ot success™.

When we first hear this saying, we might think it is illogical because
it is difficult for us to understand how failure can be the mother of success.
But if we analyse it more completely, we have to admit that the above saying
is very meaningful. In fact, in implementing a project, no matter how well
we have prepared and organized it in advance , we might meet with some
difficulties and may fail for some unforeseen reasons. If we are. patient
enough , review and evaluate the project and then do it again, our chances for
success will improve. A Vietnamese proverb stating that “ If we fail this
time, we should try again a next time” has the same purpose of advising
people not to get discouraged and give up easily,

Let’s look back in our history to find examples which can justify the
value of the saying: “Failure is the mother of success”. General Tran Hung
Pao, after so many defeats inflicted by the Mongolian Army had to retreat his
troops, regroup them and plan new strategies. He never gave up in his
attempts to fight the enemy and finally succeeded in driving the Mogolian Anmny
away. L& Lgi, “The Pacification King” experieriééd the same thing. He was
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defeated many times by the Minh Army. Even though he expenienced many
hardships and ordeals, he overcame his discouragement, stuck to his job and

eventually won a glorious battle for the Vietnamese people over the Minh
Army.

In our studies, we have learned of other similar situations. Many
people have succeeded because of their persistence and determination to pursue
their studies and goals to the end.

Thus the above saying: “Failure is the mother of success™ has proved
to be very correct and can serve as a guide for those who usually get
frustrated and want to give up in their endeavors.

Q
EXPLANATIONS.

To encounter{v) = gip phai (khé khin).
lllogical(a) = khong hitu ly, v6 ly.
To admit(v) = cong nhén, nhin.
To implement(v) = thirc hién.
No matter how = di, mic diu.
To evaluate(v) = dinh gia.
To justity(v) = chimg minh.
To inflict(v) = iam chju dyng mdt cich dau dén, ra hinh phat.
To retreat{v) = nit Iu.
Strategy (n) = chién thuat.
Hardship(n} = sy gian lao, khé cuc.
Ordeal(n) = p‘hép X0 t6i bao nguge: d diy cé nghia nha thit thach
gian kho.
O
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DE TA!I 62: Binh lun vé: “Thit bai 14 me thanh cang”.

Nhigu ngudi trd nén mét can dim khi ho g£ap thit bai. Ho mét long tin
vao kha nimg cia ho d& tidp we cong viec. Nhitg ngudi d6 khong dé thi gid -
nhén dinh ring thét bai thudng gitp ho kinh nghiép thiét thue hon dem ho
dén thanh céng trong nhiing cb ging tudng lai. P& gifip § kién nhitng ngudi
nay ching ta c¢6 ciu sau diy: “Thit bai 12 me thanh cong”.

~ Khi méi nghe ciu 6t nay chisag ta c6 I& da nghi cau n6i do phi 1§ bdi
vi khé ma chiing ta hiéu dugc 1am sao thit bai ¢6 thé 13 me ciia sy thanh cong.
Nhung chung ta phan tich ciu néi d6 k¥ bon, ching ta phai chip nhén rang
chu ndi do rét ¥ nghla Thét vy, trong viéc hoan thanh mét dy an di chiing
ta sita soan va 5 chife tf trude ky dén dau, ching ta cé & vin gip phai vai
kh khin va c6 thé thét bai vi nhimg Iy do khong thiy trudc duge. Néu ching
ta cd di kién nhin, ching ta hiy xét lai va kidm diém dy an d6 r3i tam lai thi
nhimg co hoi thanh cbng cia ching ta s& cdi tién hon. Mot ciu cich ngon
Viét Nam néi ring: “Thua keo ny, ta bay keo khac™ ¢ cung muyc dich
khuyén ta chd nén nan long va bo dé mdt cong viee mot cach de dang.

Hay nhin lai lich sit ciia ching ta dé tim nhilng im guong c6 thé
chimg mink gi4 tri cha cdu n6i: “Thét bai la me thinh coag™. Dai wang Trin
Hung Dao. sau chiéu ian thit bai bdi quan Mong C5, da phai riit quén, rHi &
chifc lai quan di va hoach dinh lai chién luge mdi. Ngai khong bao gids bo
cudc trong muu do chién dﬁuchongquan tha vacuotcmgdithanhmug
trong vwcdanhduo:quﬁn Mong Cb. Dirc L& Lgi ‘BththMg ciing
da kinh nghiém cing mét hoan canh nhy viy. Vudng da ném mii thit bai
nhiiéu lin bdi quan Minh. Di: d3 trai qua chidu gian lao va thit thach o khd,
ngai di viea qua chin pan vin theo dudi sit mang va sau ciing & thing quan
Minh mdt triin vé vang cho dan toc Viét Nam.

Trong viéc hoc tip ciia chiing ta, ching ta da thily nhilng hoan canh
fudng . Nhleunglﬁ:dﬁlhanhcongwsubenblcuahovasuquyet tim theo
dudi hoc hash vi muc dich cia ho dén cing. 3

Do 46 cau néi Thallmlamethanhcong trén da 16 ra rit ding va
cothedungnhumotklmchl nam cho nhilg ai thudng thit vong, chan nan.
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muén bd cudc trong cb ging clia ho.
O

TOPIC 63: Explaln the saying: “If you eat the fruit, you have to
think abaout the one who grows the trees”.

To advise those who often forget their benefactors, there is a proverb
saying: “If you eat the fruit, you have to think about the one who grows the
trees”.

Literally speaking, the saying means that when we eat a sweet and
delicious fruit we should give thought to all of the toil and care that the
grower performed since he first planted the tree until it bore fruit.

Broadly speaking , this saying means we should be grateful lo those
who have performed some favor for us . First , we should be grateful to our
parents who brought us into this world and then cared for and directed us
through life cycles of infancy, childhood and adolescence. We also owe a
debt of gratitude to the teachers who have toiled sa diligently to instruct and
help us grow intellectually. Our appreciation should be extended to those
who toiled to make food, clothes and essentialé available to sustain our lives.
Then, too, we must not forget our ancestors who founded, developed and
safeguarded this beautiful land of ours or the heroes and heroines who
sacrificed their lives to protect the country and give us independence,
freedom and opportunities for happiness.

There are those who might ask what we can do to show appreciation
and gratefulness to our benefactors. To answer their inquiries we only need
to give thought (o what our benefactors would most like us to do and become.
Our parents, relatives, teacher and friends would undoubtedly like us to
develop our minds, bodies and talents to the best of our abilities.

In addition, they would hope that we would practice {practise)their
good teachings and would treat others in the same manner as we
ourselves would like to be treated.
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Finally, they would like us to become happy, productive citizens who

would show concern and interest for our people, for our country and the

world.

O

EXPLANATIONS.

Benefactor{n) = an nhén.

Literally speaking = ndi theo nghia den.

Cycles of infancy = chu k¥ tudi tho; & day cb nghia nhw: nhitg giai

doan 4u tho.

To be gratetul to someone = biét dn ai.

Diligentiy(adv) = m{t cich siéng ning, cham chi.

To safeguard (v) = bao v&.

Inquiry(n) = sy hoi han, ciu hoi.

Interest(n) = mbi quan tam; s3 thich.

O

BE TAl 63: Binh luan céu: “An trai nhd ké trong cdy”.

D& khuyén nhii nhitng ké thudng quén 4n nhan ciia ho, o mdt cdu tye

ngit nbi: “An qui nhé ké udng cly”.

Néi theo nghia den, cdu nay c6 nghia 12 chiing ta an mét qua ngon

ngot ching 1a nén nghi dén tit ca céng lao sin soc cla ngudi trong cay 43 lam
tir khi éng ta bit diu wong cho 181 khi cay sinh tréi.

Nbi theo nghia rong, ciu noéi nay cb nghia la ching ta nén biét on

phitng ngudi da lam dn cho ching ta. Trudc hét, ching ta nén bist du cha me
chiing ta, ohifug ngudi dé sinh ra chilng ta va da san soc , budng dan chiing
ta qua nhiing giai doan & Au tho, thiéu ohi va thiéu nién. Chung ta cung mang
on di v&i cac thiy gido, nhitng ngudi da lam vigc vAt vA cin cu dé day d& -
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va gilip chilng ta phit rién tri we. Chiing ta 62n bidt on ci nhing ngwdi da
limviéckhénhgcdésénxuﬁllhﬁc&n‘quﬁnéo,vinhﬁngdéahjéldungsgn
s&ngdéduytﬁd&iséng chiing ta. Cilng vayching ta khdng duge quén 6 ién
chilng ta, nhilng ngudi da xiy dumg. md mang va bio vé giai d§lhkiidgp nay
ciia chilng ta hogc nhitng vi anh hiing, 1iét ol da hi sinh doi séag d& bao vé
qué buong va danh ddc 1ap, ng do vi hanh phiic cho ching ta.

C6 ngudi cd IE s& hoi ching ta ¢ thé Lam gi & 15 1ng ca nggi vh bidt
mdéivainhmgannhancﬁachsmgm.Déuilainhimgesuhaiaiaho.
chiing ta chi céin nghi dén nhitng gi ma céc vj 4n nhin ky vong chilng ta ud
think vi lam dugc. Cha my, bo hiing , thiy dgy +a bao b ching ta chix: vin
muba ching ta md mang tri wé, thin the va tai olng 18i 161 by,

Ngodi ra , ho hy veng ching 1a 52 thyc hinh nhidng didu day bio hay
cﬁahqvisédéix&v&ingtﬂikhéccﬂngmﬁlcichuhuchinhchfmgtamu&
dugc ngudi khic cu xiY véi mich.

Sau bé1 bo mang chiing ta trd thinh nhing cng din hanh phic va
hita ich. biét lo ling va quan tim cho din tc. cho quéc gia va the giGi.

O

TOPIC 64: Quite young children may well be educated together,
but after ten or eleven, boys should be taught by men and giris
hywom,especianyintownm.noyouagmwlmmis
principie of separate training applied to secondary school?

¥ believe that boys and girls should not be separated when attendirg
secondary schools. This separation is simply an old-fasioned. puritanical idea
of the relatiouship between sexes . This idea is not well-founded,

The most important observation on which I base my slalement is that
in all walks of fife. men and women must live together: in the commumity, at
work, in government and almost everywhere.
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We cannot scparate boys and girls in the schools and then suddealy.
when they graduate from grade twelve, expect them lo understand one
another, and get along well with one another. But. if during their formative
years in school they study togetber, talk together, play together, they will
grow to understand one another. They will then be prepared, as men and
women, to decide their life's work, to select their mates, to Taise their
families, and go through life 1ogether.

The fact that men and women spend their lives together, meansthal
they shouid be together in secondary school class-rooms where they can leam
v waderstand ouc wiolines ut wn cany age.

O

EXPLANATIONS.

Separate{a) = cich bitt, ngin cich.
Old-tashioned: (compound adj: a+r+ed) = kitu cd.
Puritanical{a) = thuix vé Thanh giao; 3 diy o6 nghia Ia khic nghigt.
Wel-founded (compound adj: adv+past participle) = dugc thi€t 1ap
vilng vang.
Walks of life = Nhiing nga dudng 4%, nhiing linh vic cia ddi song.
Grade{n) = trinh 4§, 19p.
Fornmﬂvem:nh&:gnimmi'céﬁnhvithéiquenmthhnh
13p; nhitng nim dang phat trién.
O

DE TAI 64: Tré nhé c6 thé dude gido duc chung, nhung sau
mudi hay mudi mét tudi, con trai nén dudc dan ong day dd va
con gai nén dudc dan ba day d6, dac biét trong nhilng khu vut
thanh thi. Anh c6 ddng y vt nguyén tiic huan luyén rién biét
nay dudc ap dung vao cac trudng trung hoc khong?
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T6i tin riing nam nit khéng nén tach bigt khi di hoc & tudng Trung
hoc. Sy tach biét nay chi I3 mét or tudng cd hil va nghiém khic vé sy giao
thi¢p gilfa nhitmg ngudi khac phai. Tu ndng nay khong duge viing vang.

Syt nhén xét quan trong nhét ma i lay d6 Jam nén tang cho 13i phat
bidu chia t5i 1a trong moi lanh vy clia ddi séng, nam nit phai song chung,
trong gia dinh, trong cdng dong, trong vigc lam, trong chinh quyén va hiu hét
mol ndi. .

Chiing takhong thé ngin cach nam sinh vi nUSmhdnhalru‘dng va rdi
dot nhién, khi ho t5t nghiép 1dp mudi ha.l. chiing ta trong dgi ho hidu nhau va
cling nhau hda hgp vui vé. Nhung néu trong nhiing nim ho dang 1om ién va
phét tridn & hoc dudng, ho cing nhau hoc tip, cing nhau trd chuyén, cung
uhauchd:dua,hosétrucngthanhdéhleulﬁnnhau

C2 haij phmscdtwcsmsoan,nhunhitng ngudi 10n nam va nit, ¢&
quyét dinh céng vigc ciia d3i ho, chon ngudi ban ddi ciia ho, gdy dung gia
dinh ho va ciing nhau budc vao cude ddi.

Visukif;nnamnﬁséngchlmgcéngﬁialhhonéncﬁng nhau hec tip
trong nhilng 18p trung hoc & 46 ho cé thé hoc bdi d8 hidu biét 13n nhau,

O
TOPIC 85 In all walks of life, women are nowadays becoming

more and more the colleagues or the rivals of men on equal
terms. Give your opinion on the subject.

As a young adult, I am faced with a decision about getting married
and raising a family of my own. But this is not an easy decision to make
because s0 many aspects of life are rapidly changing. This includes a
women's in society. _

Ilusedlobethalagirlwouldgmwupandwasprimmﬂylaughltocam
for a house, love her husband and raise children. Women were quite content
1o live this kind of life.

Nowadays wornen are becoming more and more the colleagues or the
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rivals of men on equal terms in all walks of life. They are discontent to stay
always in the home. They want to go to universities , enter professions and
become independent. They want to be equal to men in most things. It is my
opinion that the changes which are being made conceming women's role in
society are necessary and good.

First of all, to have a good society, all people must be treated fairly
and equally. Everyone has ﬁright to cast a ballot at election time, and if each
person does not have equal leaming, how can he / she intelligently cast
his / her voles or serve the country.

In some areas of life such as nursing, women are better suited than
men to the treating of patients, therefore the nursing profession is one which
can absorb and utilize more women than men.

Also, we entrust the raising of our families and the management of our
household to women. For these important tasks, they need training.
Fusthermore, they also need opportunities to grow intellectually and socially
to become happy and worthwhile citizens. '

Yes, T am certain that men and women should be (reated equally,
Women can learn to do many jobs as well as men can and should be allowed
to do s0, receiving equal pay and benefits. However, if they are married and
have children, they must not forget their responsibilitics to their children and
families

O

EXPLANATIONS.
Colleague(n) = déng nghiép, ddng sy.
Rival(n) = nguoi canh tranh.
On equal terms = theo diéu ki¢n binh dang.
To cast a ballot = bd phiéu.
To absorb{v) = thu hit.
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To entrust{v) = phd thac.
Q

BETAI’GS:Trongﬁtnimi linhv@cc&a«!daéng,phu nd
ngay nay cang ngay cang trd nén nhilng ddng nghiép hay ia
nhthglwcglhtrmhvm&!énghongnymbhhmg I-lﬁy

néi quan niém cia anh vé viin d& 46,

Vi I mit thanh nién, t5i phai ducug dBu vai mot quyét dinh vi héa
nhén vi Ifp gia dinh riéng. Nbumg 45 khong phii 12 médt quyét djnh % ding
Vi ¢6 nhilu khia conh ddi shog dang thay 43i thanh chéng, gd ci vai trd cia
ngudi phy nit trong x& bdi.

Xua nay thdog thudng mdt ngudi con ghi 1n 18n e bél dw: day
ciich trong nom ohi cila, yéu chlg vi nudi con. Cic ba hoin todn bing loog
theo nép sbug ndy.

Ngay nay phy ntt cing ugay cing trd nén philng ddng nghiép hay 1a
nhﬁngkcqnhmhv&danﬁngumgnhﬁngdmuh&bmhdmgvemm
dija hat cika 4di sang. Hokbongbanglonglmmlmnatmngnha,ﬂqmuon
&hmduhgc,hlﬂcvaomglnghcvatrﬁnmd@clﬁp

qumnbmhdangvmdanmgnonghﬁnhclcacvm T6i quan
mgmmngnhﬂngthaydﬁldmgxaymhénqum&nvmtmmngﬂphu
ui? & trong x& hoi thi cin thiét va 5t.

Tnxjchet,déeométxabmté(dep lﬁlcammngiﬁlphmdlmwxu
ti té va binh ding. angnﬂ:déucoquyenbophleumd;pmymcuvam
mmngﬂb:kbongcohocvinlﬁnhdmg Iam sao ho ©b thé bl cif mot cach
sangs:mlhayphlx: vuquocgadtm

Trong mét vai finh vue ciia d3i mngnhulanganhyta,phunuduch
hdphmnamglmumngccuxUVmbenhnhﬁn Do 46 nghé pay 1a mdt
nghecothethuhulvaxudung nhjeudanbah(mdan“

Cimg viy, chiing ta phé thac vidc nudi nﬁngmncaumnggiadinh va
viéc ndi trg cho ngudi phy nit. DSi vai nhitng viéc quan trong nay, bo cin sy
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huén luyén. Hon nita, ho ciing cin nhitng oo héi 42 phat trién vé tinh thin va
xi boi ¢ ud thank nhimg céng dan hanh phic va ximg dang.

Ving, 16i chic chin ring nam va nd nén dugc di dai binh ding.
Dian ba ¢6 thé lam nhidu cong viéc ciing nhy dan éng va nén dude phép
lam ahi viy, lanh tién ludng va bong )¢i ngang ohau. Ngoii ra, néu ho
1ap gia dinh va cd con, ho dimg quén trach nhiém cia ho déi vdi con cai
va gia dinh ho

O

PROPOSED TOPIC FOR PRACTICE WRITING.
(D4 thi dujc B nghi dé tdp vibt)

Explain and comment upon this proverh: “Where there's a will,
there's a way™.

(Giai nghia va ph¢ binh ciiu: “Cé chi thi oén™ ).

Discuss this saying: “Spare the rod and spoil the child™.

(Hay thao luan vé ciu ndi: “Thuoag coa cho roi cho vot, ghét con cho
ngot cho bai™).

What is your opinion about this saying: “Idicness is the rood of all
evils™.

(Anh aghi sao v& ciu noi: “nhan cu vi bit thien™ ).

* Health is  better than wealth™. Do you agree? why?

( “Sikc khée hon giau sang” Anh (chi) dong § khong? Tai sao?)

Comrment upon: “A good narue is better than riches”.

(Phé binh cau: “Tét daah hon fanh 30" )

Discuss: “There is no place like home™.

( Hiy thao luan cau néi: “Gia dinh la dep hon ca™)

“Time and tide wait for no man™ What does this really mean to say?

( *“Thi gid c6 dgi ai dau”. Chu niy thyc ra mubn néi gi?
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Comment wpon this proverb: “Poverty is not a sin (crime)”
(Hay phé binh c&u chim ngén; *Ngheo khéng phai 14 cii t6i")
What do you think about : * It is not the cowl that makes the friar”, or
* Pretty is as pretty does”.
{Anh nghi sao vé cu néi: “Ko quﬁn khong lam con ngudi thém gia
tri")
. Discuss this saying: A friend in need is a friend indeed”.

{ Thao lugn cau: “Ban trong lGc thiéu thén mdi that 1a bag™. )
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Section 1 : Descriptive compositions
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Topic 01 : Draw the portrait of a person you know well

Topic 02 : Describe yo'ur grandfather

Topic 03 : Describe a policeman directing heavy traffic at a
street intersection. _

Topic 04 ; Describe a bicycle repair man at work

Topic 05 : Your father has just bought you'.a new bicycle.Describe

it and tell how you plan to use and care for it.
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Topic 06 : Describe a clock that you have in your home 95
Topic 07 : How would you decorate your house if you had one

of your own. 99
Topic 08 : Describe a very oid tree. 102
Topic 09 : You have recently visited the zoo. Describe some of

the animals you saw there. 106

Topic 10 : During a trip to the countryside you stopped to watch
a cow graze near the road. Describe the cow and

teli how it serves people. 110
Topic 11 : Describe your street during a rain-storm 113
Topic 12 : Describe a sea-side resort in summer. 117
Topic 13 : Describe a city park 119
Topic 14 : Describe a city 123
Topic 15 : Describe a train terminal just before and during the

departure ¢f a train. 125
Topic 16 : Describe your school. 150
Topic 17 : Describe a typical family dinner scene in your home 134
Topic 18 : Describe the flag raising ceremony at your school. 136
Topic 19 : Describe the awakening of a big city or of a village 140

Proposed topics for practice writing 145

(Nhitng dé dugc dé nghi thuc tap)

SECTION 2: Narrative compositions
(Ludn vin thuat sy)

Topic 20 : The week-end picnic that | enjoyed the best 148
Topic 21 : Relate a ride on horse back, a ride on a bus or a flight 150
Topic 22 : Tell about your ride in the car 152
Topic 23 : What do you remember of your first day at school 7 157

Topic 24 : While putting everything in order in your study 159
~ foom, you came across an old toy that you had in your
childhood. Describe it and tel! what memories it recall
when you found it.
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Topic 25

: You have read a novel. Give the title and the author's

name of the novel, tell the story of the novel and your

reasons for liking or disliking it. 163
Topic 26 : Tell about a car accident you have witnessed 166
Topic 27 : Tell a sad story 169
Topic 28 : Tell about a bus trip that you have taken 171
Topic 29 : You went to have your picture taken at a photographic
studio. Relate your experience 172
Topic 30 : Your school has just organized a drive to collect funds
to help the flood victims. Relate how you participated
in this drive and give your reaction regarding it. 176
Topic 31 : Describe a movie that you have recently seen 181
Topic 32 : Tell about a ceremony you have attended and give
your impressions regarding it. 185
Topic 33 : Relate a sad happening in your life 189
Topic 34 : Relate a story which you have heard in class and give
your {eelings about this story 191
Topic 35 : Relate how you spent aday in your holidays when
it was not possible to go out because of bad weather 195
Proposed topics for practice writing i
{Nhitng dé dugc dé nghi d& thuc tap) 209

SECTION 3 : letter writing

Topic 36 :

Topic 37 :
Topic 38 :

Topic 39 :

You have received a gift from your uncle. Write a

letter to thank him for the present. 202
Write a letter to a friend who is il 204
Write a letter to your friend to discuss the kind of

books you like best to read. 207

You have just arrived to visit a foreign country.
Write to your parents announcing that you have
arrived safely and ask them to send something to you. 20
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Topic 40 :

White a letter to your older brother who' is  stationed at a

. Military training school. 211

Topic 41

Topic 42 :
Topic 43 ;

Topic 44 :

- Topic 45

Topic 46

Topic 47 :
Topic 48 :

: Write a letter to a foreign friend of yours introduccing

him {or her) one aspect of the Vietnamese culture. 214
A sailor writes and tells you about his ambition and hope 217
Write to your friend at home a letter giving him a brief
account of your studies during the past year. 219
Suppose you are living away from home in a foreign land
Write a short letter to your parents, telling them about your

feelings and impressions 221
: Write to a friend abroad to report on the technical
advance in VN, - 224

: You spent your last summer vacation at the seaside

Write a letter to a friend of yours telling him (or her) how

you spent your time, what you and olher people did 227
Write a istter to apply for a job. 229
Write a letter to a publishing company to order two books
Froposed topics for practice writing 232
(Nhitng dé dugc dé nghi d& thyc tap) 233

SECTION 4:Reflective and Expository Composition -

Topic 49:
Topic 50 :

Topic 51

Topic 52 :
Topic 53 :

Topic 54 :
Topic 85
Topic 56

What kind of entertainment do you like best. Why? 238
What benefit can traveling bring to you ? 241
: Where would you prefer to live ? In a small village,

or in a big city ? Why ? 244
The fascinating attraction of the sea 246

If you were given the choice of taking a vacation at

either a mountain or a seaside resort, which would you
select and why ? 248

Do you like to live in an old house or in a modern flat ? 250

: What means of transportation do you like best ? 252
: What career do you pian to pursue when you
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are an adult ? Give the reasons why you have selected

this profession. 255
Topic 57 : Wouid you like to live in a moderm house ? State your

reasons. 257
Topic 58 : You are supposad to live now in an old house. Would

you tell about your impressions ? 258
Topic 59 : The usefuiness and importance of newspaper 261

Proposed topics for practice writing 267

(Nhitng dé dugc dé nghi d& thyc tap)
SECTION 5 : Argumentative Compasitions

Topic 60 : Comment on : "When we are near the ink, we get
soiled; When we are near the light, we get illuminated.’268

Topic 61 : Comment on : "United we stand, Divided we fall.” 274
Topic 62 : Comment on : *Failure is the mother of success." 277
Topic 63 : Explain the saying :"If you eat the fruit, you have to

think about the one who grows the trees.” 280

Topic 64 : Quite young children may well be educated together
but after ten or eleven, boys should be taught by men
and girls by women, especially in town areas. Do you
agree with this principle of separate training applied to
secondary school ? 282
Topic 65 : In all walks of life, women are nowadays becoming more
and more the colleagues or the rivals of men on egual

terms. Give your opinion on the subject 284
Proposed tapics for practice writing
{Nhitng dé dugc dé nghi d& thyc tap) 287
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