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B en Tre la mgt trong 12 tinh thudc 
ddng bing sdng Cflu Ldng, n im 

each thanh phd Hd Chi Mmh khoing 90 
km. Ben Tre dfldc hdp thanh bdi 3 cfl lac 
ldn la cfl lac An Hda, cu lao Bao, cfl lao 
Mmh do phfl sa cua sdng Cifa Dai, sdng 
Ba Lai. song Ham Ludng va sdng Cd 
Chien bdi tu qua nhieu the ki. Dien tich 
tfl nhien cua Ben Tre khoing 2.285km-, 
phia bic giap tinh Tien Giang, phia nam 
giiip tinh Tra Vmh, phia tay giap tinh 
Vinh Long va phia ddng giap bien vdi 
chieu dai 65km. Tfl lau, Ben Tre la dia 
biin cfl tru cua ciic tgc ngfldi nhU: Viet, 
Hoa, Khmer, Chiim, v,v... 

TrUdc nam 1975, d Ben Tre cd rat 
nhidu giad phai hdat dgng nhU: Phat 
giad: dad Cad Diii; Kitd giad; Tin Lanh 
giiid; Tinh Dg Cu Si; Du Tang Khat Si; 
Bflu Sdn Ky Hudng; Dad thd chU vi nam 
(!)ng; Phai Tien Thien; Phai nfl sang lap 
dd Vd Tdng dUdc Ke tU Su ba Dieu Lgc, la 
Su trUdng Dieu Mmh thd Nhd, Phat, Diid; 
Dad luyen mat trdi vad budi sang; Dao 
Ong len Ba xud'ng, v.v... Mdi giao phai 
deu cd each thflc boat dgng neng cua 
minh, trong dd cd Phai Diu Da cfla tu si 
Nguyen Thanh Nam cdn ggi la Dao Dfla. 

Giao chfl Dao Dfla ten that la Nguyen 
Thanh Nam. Ong sinh nam Ky Dau 
(1909) tai xa Phfldc Thanh, tdng An Hda, 
huyen Trflc Giang, tinh Kien Hda (nay la 
ap I, xa Phfldc Thanh, h u y e n C h a u 
T h a n h , t i n h Ben T r e ) . Cha dng t en 

Nguyin Thanh True, lam chanh tdng 
dfldi thdi Phap va me la ba Le Thi Sen. 
Nhd gia dinh giau cd nen cng dfldc che 
sang Phap du hgc, dng thee hgc nganh ki 
sfl hda hgc tai Rouen"' ba nam va tai cac 
trfldng khac d Phap. 

Tfl nam 1928 den 1935, vdi tam bang 
ki sfl hea hgc dng trd ve que nha va lap 
xUdng san xua't xa phdng nhUng khdng 
ciinh tranh ndi vdi cac xUdng khac d mien 
Nam lflc bay gid nen ph l i ddng cifa. Sau 
dd dng lap gia dinh, ket duyen vdi ba Lg 
Thi Nga, ai nfl cfla cng ba nghiep chii d 
Gd Cdng la Ld Cdng Huan va ba Nguyin 
Thi Cflc. Sau mgt thdi gian, dng ba ha 
sinh dfldc met ngfldi cen gai va dat ten la 
Nguyin Thi Khiem tfl Loan Anh. 

Dang sdng yen vui vdi gia dinh bdng 
nhien tinh tinh dng thay ddi, dng chan 
chfldng cugc sd'ng tran tuc, chiin vd dep 
Cdn ngoan va mgt long hfldng ve sfl tu 
hanh. Nam 1943, dng vao That Sdn'"' hgc 
dac. Trong khoang thdi gian nay, dng 
ludn bi dad dgng ve t h in tri, dng thfldng 
thdt ra nhflng cau ndi khac thfldng ve 
thien cd, hfl hfl that that, lflc tinh lflc say 
nhfl ngfldi mat trf. Hai nam sau (1945). 
dng chinh thflc rdi bd gia dinh van d biin 

*. Vien Nghien ciiu Phat tridn Kinh tc-xa hdi Da 
Nang. 
1. Rouen la tinh li cua tinh Seine-Mantmie. thudc 
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trong vung That Sdn xm quy y c iu dad vdi 

Hda thfldng chfla An Sdn, nui Tfldng. Ong 

tu theo biinh D i u da, ngdi tai be da trfldc 

cot phUdn cua chfla trong ba nam, dem ngay 

chi ngdi king im khcng noi, chiu dflng gid 

sUdng, than hinh dng ngay ciing gay d'm cbi 

cdn da bgc xUdng, den bfla an dng dm binh 

bat di hda trai rdi lai trd ve chd cu. 

Nam 1948, khi ban tu da man, cng trd 

ve Dinh Tfldng (nay la Tien Giang) ngdi 

dfla me seng Cflu Ldng t ren d u Bac 

hanh dac bai nam trUdc ma t ngUdi qua 

lai. Nam 1950, dng quay ve que nha d ap 

I, xa Phudc Thanh diing dai ba t quai cac 

14 thudc, tu thee phUdng phap t inh khau 

(khdng ndi) va bflt dam (dflng but de trd 

chuyen), ban dem len ngdi h a n h dao tren 

dai cao, choang mgt manh ao, chiu dflng 

mfla nang, Ong tfl xflng la Thien nhgn 

gido chu Thich Hda Binh va thd c l Nhd 

giiio, Pha t giao, Diio giao, Cugc sd'ng tu 

hanh cua ong ddn sd, dam biic, thflc an 

chu yeu la dfla vdi trai cay the san, moi 

ngay ong cbi an mgt l i n dung ngg. Moi 

nam ong chi tam mgt l i n vao ngay Pha t 

Dan va ddi bg y khac, nhflng sau nay ba 

niim ong mdi tam mgt l i n . 

Hai nam sau ngay ong lap dai bat quai, 

dan chflng bat d i u lui tdi vieng tham, 

nhflng ong van "tinh khIu". chi dung but 

viet nhflng cau tra ldi khi cd ai hdi. Ong 

khuyen mgi ngu'di tu tai gia, an chay 

trUdng, Sdng ton trgng le nghia va yeu 

thfldng nhau, cU xfl hda mflc vdi nhau. 

De q u i n g bii dae cua minh. ngoai mgt 

so ngu'di phuc dich, cng cen cc cc em hg 

Dieu Ung vk mgt so' ngUdi ba con ben vd d 

Go Cong. Ong biet danh vao tam li hieu 

ki cua nhieu ngfldi, nen ddng bad d cac 

tinh nhfl My Thd, Ldng An, Ba Ria -

Vung Tau, Sai Gdn den tim hieu dae nay 

ngay mgt ddng, Nhflng lflc ddng nhat , dao 

cua dng cd den 3,600 tin dd. 

Mdt thdi gian sau, dng chd mua them hai 

tau chd khach, dfla nhflng ngfldi mud'n tim 

hieu dae tfl cau 13a Lai den dia diem lu 

banh cfla dng, rdi trd ve bean toan mien phi. 

Khu vflc cfla Giad chu Diio Dfla Xguyen 

Thanh Nam cfl trfl de hanh dao luc bay gid 

thugc -vflng giai phdng, nen thUdng hi chinh 

quyen Sai Gdn bo' rap, ban pha thUdng 

xuyen. Cd dieu la cd sd cua cng khong bi 

dich ban pha. hay kham xet''". 

Nam 1958, dng gfli thfl phan doi X'̂ go 

Dinh Diem ve mgt chinh sach nao dd, nen 

bi ba t giam, sau dUdc t h i ra, 

N h a n thay dia diem tu hanh cua minh 

cc nhieu ba t ldi nen niim 1964, tu si 

Nguyen T h a n h Nam chuyen toan bg cd sd 

den mui Cdn Phung '" . Tai diiy. dng difng 

len dai ba t quai cao 18 thudc (sau do la 

dai cao 24 thudc) de tiep tuc tu banh, ong 

chd xay diing Nam Qud'c Pha t Tii, thuyen 

Biit Nhii, t hap Hea Binh (cflu t rung 

dai), . . . va sang lap ra Dao Dfla. Dao Dfla 

chfl trfldng chuyen an cdm dfla va ud'ng 

nfldc dfla de tdn ta i va banh diic. Trdng 

each thd phfldng tai Nam Qud'c Phat Tfl 

cua Nguyen T h a n h Nam cc sfl thd bdn 

hdp cac vi Thfch Ca. Chfla Giesu, Dflc Me 

Maria , Quan Tbiinb va Phat Thay Tay 

An vdi nhau . Tren thuyen Bat Nha cua 

cng cdn cd bieu tfldng Thap gia ciia dac 

Kitd. chfl Viin cfla nha Phat , q u i Dia cau 

vii nhieu da'u hieu khac. Do each thd 

phfldng hdn hdp nhfl vay nen ngfldi ddi cdn 

ggi dao cua cng la "Dad Vfla". 

3. Huynh Ngpc Triing - Doan Ttr. Dia chi Beit Tre. 
Nxb KHXH, 1991. 
4. Cdn Phung niim tren mdt cii lao ndi gitra song 
Tidn cd dien tich giin 50 ha, thupc xa Tan Tlianh, 
huyen Chau Thanh, each trung tam thi xa Ben Tre 
khoang 12 km. Ten gpi cdn Phung cd tir khi dng den 
day xay dimg Nam Qudc Phat Tu. Khi cdng ninh 
nay dang dirpc thi cdng. hp thu krpm dtrp'c inol cai 
chen cd cd irang tii hinh con chim Pliung. nen tir dd 
ngirdi ta dat ten la cdn Phuna. 
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Tai Cdn Phung, ngfldi ta thfldng nghe 
tieng chudng cfl vgng tifng hdi, dng giai thfch 
'vdec dng lam ndi day la viec Thien ed, mgt 
ngay kia se flng nghiem, cdn 'viec rung 
chudng, dng cat nghia dd la chudng cau 
nguyen eho mfla thuan gid hda, qud'c thai 
dan an, ngfldi dan bdt chet chdc bdi chien 
tranh, cen ngfldi biet yeu thfldng va ddan ket 
lan nhau sd'ng trdng canh hda hiep hujmh 
de, mdi ngUdi deu hudng thien tu than, cai ac 
lam lanh, cflng ciu Tien, Phat, Thanh sdm 
ra ddi tai Viet Nam de cflu dg chung sinh, 
mdi mong nhan gian sd'ng trdng cinh thai 
binh... Ong tfl cho minh la "sfl gia cua hda 
binh" va thfl nghiem hda ddng dan tgc bang 
each nudi chugt va mee sd'ng chung vdi nhau 
treng mgt cai Icng. Qua hinh anh nay dng 
chflng minh la hai ke dci nghich van cd the 
"sd'ng chung hda binh" va mong mud'n Viet 
Nam se khdng cdn chien tranh. Ong cdn dat 
mua mgt xa lan ldn ed sflc chfla hang tram 
tan, thiet ke lam ba tang dfla ve neo dau ben 
mgt khu dat, tren dd xay dflng mgt so' thap, 
dai, nha khach, vfldn hda. 

Nam 1967, dng nhd bao chf tuyen truyen 
ve dao cua minh va van dgng de ra tranh cif 
tong thd'ng Viet Nam Cong hda vdi tfl each 
la met "giad chfl", Khi cng ra tranh cfl tdng 
thd'ng niim 1967, cd mgt tfn dd tang dng mgt 
cap nga voi, mdi chiec dai 1,8m, nang 45kg, 
cd dfldng kfnh 0,5m, Nay cap nga voi nay 
dUdc ccng nhan la cap nga vci ldn nhat Viet 
Nam, hien dang dflde trflng bay d phdng 
khiich cfla Tinh fly Ben Tre, 

Dac biet la nhflng boat dgng chinh tri 
riio riet cua dng trong thdi ki diin ra cugc 
"Hgi dam bd'n ben" tai Paris, de giai quyet 
cugc chien tranh d Viet Nam. Da cd hang 
tram thanh nien nhe da, d tin chay ve day 
an tru, sd'ng dfldi sfl che trd ciia dng trong 
chiec xa lan dau ed dinh d Cdn Phung de 
trd'n quan dich cua Nguyin Van Thieu, Va 
cung tai ndi day, Ifnh cua Nguyin Van 

Thieu da tflng ap xud'ng vay bat mdt luc 
hang tram thanh nien, dfla ve quan 
trfldng. Sau dd dng qua Nam Vang va hi 
bat gifl mgt thdi gian rdi mdi tha ve. Trong 
so' tin dd Dao Dfla cd con trai cua nha van 
My John Steinbeck. 

Sau ngay giai phdng, vi nhflng boat 
dgng chinh tri Ifla hip, Dao Dfla hi cam, 
Giao chfl Nguyen Thanh Nam tim dfldng 
vUdt bien de ra nfldc ngeai nhflng khong 
thanh, dng hi b i t va dfla di hgc tap d i tao. 
Vi tudi cao, sflc yeu nen dng dfldc chfnh 
quyen each mang cho ngfldi than trong gia 
dinh lanh ve sd'ng tai Phfl An Hda. Nhflng 
tin dd cua Dao Dfla ve sau nhan ra thflc 
chat cua nhflng trd Ifla ddi ciia ngfldi chu 
xfldng, da tfl nguyen bd dao. Nam 1990, 
dng qua ddi d tudi 81. 

Hien nay, tai Cdn Phung cdn lflu gifl 
nhieu ccng trinh kien trflc dd Giad chu Dao 
Dfla Nguyen Thanh Nam xay dflng, hien 
dang dfldc bao tdn gan nhfl nguyen trang 
tren dien tich khoang chiing 1.500m^ nhfl: 
thap Hoa binh (Cifu trflng dai) - ndi dng 
Dad Dfla ngdi giang kinh phap va truyen 
ba dao giao, tda thap ed kien trflc la mat 
vdi nhflng mang dap cham hinh rdng, 
phfldng dfldc g in b ing nhflng manh vd ciia 
bat dia, am chen; met dinh ldn; d u tau; cd 
sd xay cat cua cng 0 Cdn Phung dfldc sifa 
chfla lam ndi dieu dfldng va du lich de phuc 
vu ngfldi lao dgng va khach du lich; chiec 
xa lan lam ndi hanh dao ciia Nguyen 
Thanh Nam dfldc chinh quyen dia phfldng 
dfla ve lam khach san ndi tren song d thi 
xa Ben Tre,... Hang nam, Cdn Phung don 
mgt Ifldng ldn du khach den tham quan, 
chiem ngfldng nhflng cdng trinh kien true 
mgt thdi g in vdi ong Dao Dfla va ve dep 
thien nhien nhien ndi day, ddng thdi de 
dUdc nghe mgt huyen thoai ve mgt vi tu si 
cua xfl dfla./. 




